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University of West Alabama

Julia Tutwiler Library

Meeting Room Policy



Open forum and academic freedom

The Julia Tutwiler Library strives to insure that students, faculty, and staff at The University of West Alabama have the right and means to free and open access to ideas and information fundamental to and constitutionally protected in our democratic society. The library will protect intellectual freedom, promote literacy, and encourage lifelong learning.  The library will allow the exhibits to reflect this open forum ideal.  

“Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.”  American Library Association, http://www.ala.org/alaorg/policymanual/intellect.html.  

Meeting Rooms

The Julia Tutwiler Library has two conference rooms that may be used for meetings and university instruction or study halls.  These meeting rooms may be used by any organization that is located within Sumter County or class connected with the University of West Alabama.  Priority for use is given to the Library faculty and staff, the University faculty and staff, and other university related organizations.  No commercial use of the meeting rooms will be permitted.  Organizations may not use the meeting rooms to collect fees or dues, or for any fund raising purposes.  Use of the rooms is to be scheduled by contacting the library secretary.  If a group decides to not use the room, they are expected to call and cancel.  Not alerting the library that a room is not needed may result in loss of privileges to use the rooms.  Groups using a conference room are responsible for cleaning the room.  Groups that cause damage or do not leave the room in a clean condition may receive a fine equal to the library’s costs.  In addition, such groups may lose their privileges to use the rooms.  Groups that are disorderly may be asked to leave and may lose the privilege of using the rooms.

Legal limitations

All use of the meeting rooms must comply with federal and Alabama state laws.  This includes but is not limited to:

Sections 13A-12-200.1, 13A-12-200.2, 13A-12-200.3, 13A-12-200.5, and 13A-12-200.9, Code of Alabama 1975, are amended to read as follows:
§13A-12-200.1. "(13) (6) DISSEMINATE PUBLICLY.
To expose, place, perform, exhibit, show or in any fashion display, in any location, public or private, any material in such a manner that the material can either be readily seen and its content or character distinguished by normal unaided vision or be physically examined, by viewing or examining the material from any public place or any place to which members of the general public are invited.

http://www.legislature.state.al.us/alisnethome.html.  

Roth v. United States, 354 U.S. 476 (1957)

“ . . . obscenity is not expression protected by the First Amendment . . .”

http://www2.law.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/foliocgi.exe/historic/query=[jump!3A!27354+u!2Es!2E+487!27]/doc/{@28134}/hit_headings/words=4/hits_only? 
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