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I. 
 Statement of Purpose and Goal

Introduction

Through collections, instructions, facilities, and services, the Julia Tutwiler Library provides leadership and support for the curricular and intellectual information needs of the university community.

Collection development is the means by which the Library provides organized collections of print and non-print resources that will meet institutional requirements, as well as the cultural and recreational needs of the4 university community.  Librarians achieve collection development, faculty, administrators, staff and student working together to select library resources which best fulfill theses needs.

This policy is intended to guide the building and enrichment of the collection in accordance with the missions of The University of West Alabama and the Julia Tutwiler Library by stating the guidelines and principles with which the process of selecting and acquiring materials will proceed.  It has been developed so that available resources can be focused on those policies, practices, and procedures that best enable the Library to support the mission of the University.  To accommodate internal changes in the curriculum and external changes in society, it 

will be regularly reviewed.  This policy will

Ensure that the Library develops a collection that is responsive to the curriculum, balanced intellectually and responsive to the needs and use patterns of faculty, staff, and students.

Provide objective criteria for selection and development.

Provide a means of interpreting the collection to potential users.

Ensure that available resources can be focused on those policies, practices, and procedures that best enable the Library to support the university mission.

Ensure that the learning resources center supports the Library Bill of Rights of the American Library Association and other principles and ideals of intellectual freedom.

II.
 Mission Statement of the University 

The University of West Alabama is a state-supported, coeducational institution of higher learning governed by a Board of Trustees appointed by the Governor. As a regional institution, the University’s foremost commitment is to meeting the educational needs of the state and particularly of the West Alabama area. Valuing diversity in its student enrollment, though, it also welcomes students from throughout the United States and from other countries.

The primary purpose of the University is to provide opportunities for quality education for students to pursue associate, baccalaureate, and master programs, nursing, technology, business, and education. Importance is placed on the provision of opportunities within the curricula for the development of literacy. The University also seeks to provide students opportunities for growth beyond the classroom through a wide range of extracurricular activities, programs, and services and through the maintenance of an environment of cultural and intellectual diversity.

Through the total educational experience that it provides and through its encouragement of the free exchange of ideas among faculty, administration, and students, the University attempts to assist its students in developing the important qualities of independent thinking, and respect for the ideas of others and in building firm foundations of personal integrity and character in order to realize their quest for a philosophy of life and for self-fulfillment. 

At The University of West Alabama, the emphasis is upon the traditional learner, but the institution is also committed to the concept of lifelong learning and to serving the non-traditional students. It considers among its clientele, area high schools, businesses and industries, government agencies, and professional workers. In serving these diverse publics, the institution employs not only traditional means of delivery, but is also committed to the exploration and use of innovative technologies, including distance learning, and to networking with other education institutions and agencies in order to more comprehensively address the needs of its region.

In fulfilling its mission, the university seeks to employ a vibrant, talented and diverse faculty. In the recruitment and retention of this faculty, as with all members of the university community, the institution, consistent with its academic heritage, maintains openness to all qualified persons.

Excellence in teaching and advising is paramount to the faculty, but members are also committed to providing leadership and fostering positive growth throughout west Alabama through research and public service, with emphasis on that which meets the educational social, cultural, and economic needs of the region.

III. 
Mission of the Julia Tutwiler library 

The primary mission of the Julia Tutwiler library is to enhance the teaching research and service functions of the University of West Alabama by providing access to information. In fulfilling this mission, the Library has four distinct functions: (1) to facilitate and to improve teaching and learning by providing a diversity of information resources and services. (2) To provide resources and services relevant to the intellectual and professional growth of the faculty, staff, and students of the University of West Alabama, as well as the university’s outside clientele. (3) To provide resources and services relevant to general information needs and to the personal interest needs of the university community, including the university’s extended community and (4 to help meet the educational and informational needs of the region which the university serves. In order to accomplish this mission, the Library strives to reach the following goals: (1) to acquire a collection of learning resources that meets the needs of the university, (2) to organize and manage all units of the library so that users can effectively access resources and acquire services; (3) to create an atmosphere that encourages users to come to the Library, with particular emphasis on providing the user with assistance and instruction in the use of resources, (4) to cooperate in the development of local, regional, and state information networks and resource sharing approaches to meeting the educational and informational needs of the region; (5) to staff the Julia Tutwiler Library with personnel who are committed to helping the library fulfill its mission and to reach its goals and objectives; (6) to provide opportunities for library faculty and staff to grow professionally and (7) to promote throughout the university an awareness of resources available in the Library.

IV.
Objectives of the collection development program

The collection development program is an on-going activity which is designed to meet the following objectives:

1. To provide materials and equipment to support and meet the instructional, institutional, and individual needs of students, faculty and staff.

2. To provide a mechanism for faculty participation in the development of the collection.

3. To provide an integrated collection of print and non-print materials, including electronic formats.

4. To provide quantitative and philosophical diversity/balance in relation to curricula, programs, course, and personal development needs of students, faculty and staff.

5. To respond to the heterogeneity of the student body.

6. To provide a university-wide basis for the evaluation and development of the collection.

7. To provide to the local, regional, and state resources available to students and faculty.

8. To provide the basis for budget planning and use.

V.
Scope of the Collection

 The Julia Tutwiler Library is maintained for students, faculty, staff, community residents, and other clients. It serves persons with a wide range of interests, abilities, and degrees of maturity. To fulfill each individual need, the Library attempts to supply a collection of books, periodicals, and electronic formats covering all subjects relevant to the University’s curriculum, and seeks to present all sides of controversial issues.

VI.
 Responsibility for Collection Development 

It is the responsibility of the faculty of each academic division to recommend to the Library purchase of materials in support of their subject areas and curriculum.  Such purchases, with the exception of journals and electronic databases, will be charged to that portion of the book budget allocated to the department.

Because the librarian is in the best position to observe the quality and balance of all subject areas and because the librarian is ultimately responsible for the overall quality and balance of the total collection, the professional library staff will select materials in all subject areas, and particularly in the general interest area.  Such purchases will be charged with the Library’s portion of the book budget.

The librarian will make purchase decisions regarding journals and electronic databases.  Generally, the librarian will seek input from the University Library Committee with regards to these purchases.  Journals and electronic databases will not be charged to the department, unless a department specifically requests to spend its departmental allocation for electronic formatted materials.

VII. 
Intellectual Freedom

Implementation of the concept of academic freedom in learning resources involves selecting some materials which may be considered controversial by some individuals or groups.  Reasons often cited for materials considered offensive may include profanity, divergent viewpoints, controversial authors, sexual explicitness, use of nonstandard English and dialects, and violence and criminal acts.  The acquisition of such materials does not imply approval or endorsement of contents.  These materials are acquired to support the curriculum and to represent all sides of controversial issues.  The selection criteria used by the Julia Tutwiler Library must remain broad and flexible in order to provide a collection which supports the broad range of academic programs and diverse backgrounds of its clientele. 

VIII.
 General Policies for Materials Selection

The Julia Tutwiler Library recognizes that the modern library is not just a place where books are kept and read.  In the midst of today’s information explosion, learning occurs most effectively when all types of media, especially electronic formats, are available and used.  All types of materials, including digital information, are considered potential resources to be considered fro acquisition into an organized and balanced collection.  The selection of materials is a continuous process affected by the changing curriculum content and needs and the availability of new materials.  The professional Library staff uses a variety of reviewing tools to select materials.  The faculty members are encouraged to recommend materials reviewed in their own professional journals.  The general policies for selection apply equally to all types of materials being considered for the Library collection. 

A. General criteria for selection of all materials

1. Relevancy to the curriculum

2. Accuracy and objectivity of information

3. Strength of present holdings in the same or similar subject

4. Availability of materials on the subject through other sources

5. Authority of the author or issuing body

6. Appropriateness of the vocabulary and level of treatment to the user

7. Frequency of Interlibrary Loan requests for materials on the same or similar subject

8. Timeliness of material

9. Lasting value of the material

10. Coverage in indexes (particularly for periodicals and newspapers)

11. Cost

12. Physical quality of the publication

13. Suitability of the specific media to the content and teaching purposes

14. Specific use of the item: instructional, professional, recreational

15. Reputation of the publisher

B. Collection levels

In 1980, the Research Library Group, Inc., initiated work to facilitate coordinated collection development among its members.  It created an online and printed tool, the RLG Conspectus, a detailed list of approximately 5,000 subjects, and developed a methodology for reporting data in the Conspectus format.  Members assess their collections and assign a code to describe existing collection strength and current collection intensity.  The RLG Conspectus is widely used and its codes form the basis of the American Library Association guidelines and codes developed by cooperative collection development projects.  These codes range from 0 (out of scope) to 5 (comprehensive) and include additional qualifiers for language. 

A collection level of 3 is intended to support undergraduate and most master’s level programs.  Level 3c is the collection level that will guide collection development for most resource collections housed in the Library.  The guidelines for developing collections at Level 3 collection intensity are as follows: 

3a
Basic Study Level: Includes the most important primary and secondary literature, a selection of basic representative journals/ periodicals, and the fundamental reference and bibliographical tools pertaining to the subject. Adequate for independent study, for advanced secondary school education, and for the lifelong learning needs of the general public, with coverage at all appropriate reading levels.

3b
Intermediate Instructional Level:  As above, except a wider range of basic monographs, wider selection of the more important writers and secondary materials, stronger journal/periodical support, and additional non-print material germane to the subject.  Collection adequate to support term paper writing at the undergraduate or junior college level.

3c
Advanced Instructional Level:  As above, except adequate to support the course work of advanced undergraduate and master’s degree programs, or sustained independent study; adequate to maintain knowledge of a subject required for limited or general purposes, but not strong enough for original research in a subject.  It includes complete collections of the works of the important authors, selections from the works of secondary writers, a selection of representative journals/ periodicals, and all the reference tools and fundamental bibliographic apparatus pertaining to the subject.  Access to software and computer applications may be required, particularly in technical, scientific, and quantitative fields. 

C. Interlibrary Loan

It has long been apparent that no library could possibly collect all of the resources needed for use by all of its users.  In order to alleviate this problem, the Library provides an Interlibrary Loan service to all users.  Through this program, most materials which have not been collected can be provided from another library.  The titles and subjects of the materials borrowed through this service are carefully observed.  Subjects of titles which are frequently borrowed are given priority for further evaluation and possible acquisition by the Library. 

D. Electronic and Remote Access

The growth of the electronic and remote access of information is considered in determining the resources that will be physically housed in the Library. No longer is ownership necessarily equated to quality of information services.  A balance between owning and accessing sources must be the key to effective collection development and management of the Library.

IX. 
Archives and Special Collections

The Julia Tutwiler Library’s Alabama Room houses archival and special collection material.  The Alabama Room exists to support, supplement, and complement the teaching, research, and service functions of the University and the Library.  Materials in the Alabama Room Collection range from rare books and pamphlets to maps and personal manuscript material.  The majority of the materials relate to Sumter County and Alabama.

A. General Subject Boundaries

The Alabama Room is composed of several broad collecting areas.  These include Sumter County, West Alabama, The University of West Alabama Archives, folk life and education.

B. Materials

The Alabama Room collects materials in a variety of formats.  Manuscripts, books, maps, periodicals, artwork, objects, and audiovisual material are all collected as they fit into the collection policy.

C. Policy

The Library, the Alabama Room, and Archives and Special Collections collect the following resources and materials: 

1. Records of The University of West Alabama, as well as individuals and groups associated with the University.

2. Records relating to Sumter County, Alabama, as well as surrounding West Alabama counties.

3. Records relating to folk life in Alabama and supporting materials.

4. Records relating to the education of teachers.

5. Rare books relating to Alabama and the South.

X. 
Gifts

Gifts of library materials are encouraged and accepted with the understanding that there are no conditions attached to their disposition.  Only those materials which prove to be in good physical condition and which conform to the collection goals and policies are actually added to the collection.  All other gifts are given to other libraries, sold, or discarded.  The Library will supply lists of materials given if the donor requests such an acknowledgement.  However, the appraisal of gifts for tax purposes is the responsibility of the donor. 

XI.
 Collection Maintenance and Evaluation

The Director of the Julia Tutwiler Library and the professional staff are responsible for the continuous and systematic evaluation of the collection.  As with selection, the faculty are encouraged to periodically review materials in their subject area to make recommendations to the Library staff for additional materials or withdrawals.

The withdrawal or weeding process is an integral part of the collection maintenance.  Materials are withdrawn from the Library in order to maintain a current, active, and useful collection which reflects the goals of the Library.  In addition, the shortage of space may necessitate the withdrawal of materials from the collection.  In general, the criteria for selection, both general and specific, apply when considering material for withdrawal.  In addition, the following criteria should be considered when evaluating items for withdrawal.

1. Superseded editions

2. Obsolescence

3. Damaged, lost, or long-overdue materials which have not been recommended for replacement


4. Appropriateness of subject matter to the collection

5. Quantity of recentness of past use

6. Number of copies in the collection

7. Language in which the material is written

8. Existence of availability of indexes (particular for periodicals and newspapers)

9. Cost of continuing subscription/standing order

10. Changes in the Library user population

Final decisions to withdraw are made by the Director of the Library on a title-by-title basis.  When in doubt, the Director will consult with an appropriate faculty subject specialist.

XII.
 Reconsideration of Library materials

In spite of the care taken by the professional library staff and the faculty in selecting or recommending materials for inclusion in the collection, objections to a work may occasionally occur.   All materials are potentially open to possible criticism.  All complaints should be properly dealt with so that the complaint feels his or her opinions have taken upon receipt of a complaint.

A. Registration of Complaints

1. Complainants who come into the Library should be politely directed to the Director of the Library or designee.

2. Complaints who telephone should be listened to politely and referred to the Director of the Library or designee.

3. The Director of the Library will call complainants who write.

B.  The Director of the Library should discuss the material and the complaint with the person objecting to it.  Many complaints can be resolved simply through the personal contact of a meeting or phone call, without the need for a formal written complaint. 

C. If the complainant is not satisfied with the discussion, he or she should be invited to file a formal written complaint using the Request for  Reconsideration of Library Materials form.  There should be no commitments regarding action at this stage of the procedure.

D. Completed forms for reconsideration will be returned to the Director of the Library.

E. The Director of the Library will schedule a meeting of the University Library Committee within ten days of the receipt of the complaint.

F. The Director of the Library will provide copies of all pertinent information with regard to the material in question, including the complaint, to committee members.

G. The complainant will receive written notification of the date and time of the scheduled meeting by registered mail.

H. The complainant must attend any and all meetings concerning the objection.  Failure to attend will constitute a withdrawal of the complaint.

I. Both the complainant and the Director of the Library will present information regarding the material in question to the Committee at the meeting.  The Committee will issue its decision regarding said material to the Director of the Library and the complainant based on information they provided and committee discussion.

J. Appeals of the decision of the University Library Committee are made to the University Provost.  All appeals must be made within seven days of the decision in writing.

K. Appeals of the decision of the University Provost may be made to the President.  All appeal must be made within seven days of the decision in writing.

L. Appeals of the President may be made to the Board of Trustees.  All appeals must be made within seven days of the decision in writing.

XIII. Review of the Collection Development Policy

The Collection Development Policy Statement will be reviewed periodically and revised as necessary.

XIV.
Appendices

A. Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials Form

B. Library Bill of Rights

C. Freedom to Read

D. Freedom to View

E. Intellectual Freedom Statement:  An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights

F. Professional Code of Ethics for Librarians 

G. The Right to Read

H. The People’s Library Bill of Rights 

I. Bill of Rights and Responsibilities for the Electronic Learning Community

The University of West Alabama

Julia Tutwiler Library 

Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials Form



	Title:
	

	Author:
	

	Publisher or Producers:
	

	Date of Publication:
	

	Type of Material:
	
	Book
	
	
	Periodical
	
	
	Videocassette

	
	
	

	
	
	Other

	
	

	Request initiated by:
	

	
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Telephone:
	

	
	

	Complainant Represents:
	

	
	
	Himself/Herself

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Group/Organization (Name)
	

	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Have you read, viewed, or heard the entire work?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Have you been able to discuss this work with the librarian or faculty who recommended or ordered it?

	
	
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	To what in the material in question do you object?  Please be specific.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	4.
	What do you feel might be the result of using material?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	5.
	What do you understand to be the general purpose of using this work?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	6.
	Did the general purpose of the material, as described by the librarian, seem a suitable one to you?

	
	
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	If not, please explain:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	7.
	What do you think is the general purpose of the author/creator of this material?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	8.
	Are you aware of the professional critical judgment of this material?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	9.
	Would you like the librarian to give you copies of the written professional reviews about this material?

	
	
	
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	10
	Do you have negative reviews of this material?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	If yes, where were they published?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	11.
	Would you be willing to provide copies of the reviews you have collected?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	What would you like Julia Tutwiler Library to do about this material?  Please explain.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	13.
	If you are of the opinion that it should not be available, what material would you recommend that would convey as valuable a picture and perspective pf the subject treated?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	The Undersigned complainant agrees to attend any meeting related to this complaint.  Failure to attend any meeting will constitute a withdrawal of the complaint.

	

	

	
	

	
	Signature of Complainant

	
	

	
	

	
	Date


B. Library Bill of Rights

The American Library Association affirms that all librarians are forums for information and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services.

1.
Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves.  Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation.

2.
Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and historical issues.  Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal enlightenment.

3.
Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and enlightenment.

4.
Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.

5.
A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridge because of origin, age, background, or views.

6.
Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.

Adopted June 18, 1948.
Amended February 2, 1961, and January 23, 1980,
inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996,
by the ALA Council.
C.
Freedom to Read

The freedom to read is essential to our democracy. It is continuously under attack. Private groups and public authorities in various parts of the country are working to remove or limit access to reading materials, to censor content in schools, to label "controversial" views, to distribute lists of "objectionable" books or authors, and to purge libraries. These actions apparently rise from a view that our national tradition of free expression is no longer valid; that censorship and suppression are needed to counter threats to safety or national security, as well as to avoid the subversion of politics and the corruption of morals. We, as individuals devoted to reading and as librarians and publishers responsible for disseminating ideas, wish to assert the public interest in the preservation of the freedom to read.

Most attempts at suppression rest on a denial of the fundamental premise of democracy: that the ordinary individual, by exercising critical judgment, will select the good and reject the bad. We trust Americans to recognize propaganda and misinformation, and to make their own decisions about what they read and believe. We do not believe they are prepared to sacrifice their heritage of a free press in order to be "protected" against what others think may be bad for them. We believe they still favor free enterprise in ideas and expression.

These efforts at suppression are related to a larger pattern of pressures being brought against education, the press, art and images, films, broadcast media, and the Internet. The problem is not only one of actual censorship. The shadow of fear cast by these pressures leads, we suspect, to an even larger voluntary curtailment of expression by those who seek to avoid controversy or unwelcome scrutiny by government officials.

Such pressure toward conformity is perhaps natural to a time of accelerated change. And yet suppression is never more dangerous than in such a time of social tension. Freedom has given the United States the elasticity to endure strain. Freedom keeps open the path of novel and creative solutions, and enables change to come by choice. Every silencing of a heresy, every enforcement of an orthodoxy, diminishes the toughness and resilience of our society and leaves it the less able to deal with controversy and difference.

Now as always in our history, reading is among our greatest freedoms. The freedom to read and write is almost the only means for making generally available ideas or manners of expression that can initially command only a small audience. The written word is the natural medium for the new idea and the untried voice from which come the original contributions to social growth. It is essential to the extended discussion that serious thought requires, and to the accumulation of knowledge and ideas into organized collections.

We believe that free communication is essential to the preservation of a free society and a creative culture. We believe that these pressures toward conformity present the danger of limiting the range and variety of inquiry and expression on which our democracy and our culture depend. We believe that every American community must jealously guard the freedom to publish and to circulate, in order to preserve its own freedom to read. We believe that publishers and librarians have a profound responsibility to give validity to that freedom to read by making it possible for the readers to choose freely from a variety of offerings.

The freedom to read is guaranteed by the Constitution. Those with faith in free people will stand firm on these constitutional guarantees of essential rights and will exercise the responsibilities that accompany these rights.

We therefore affirm these propositions:

1.
It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest diversity of views and expressions, including those that are unorthodox, unpopular, or considered dangerous by the majority.

Creative thought is by definition new, and what is new is different. The bearer of every new thought is a rebel until that idea is refined and tested. Totalitarian systems attempt to maintain themselves in power by the ruthless suppression of any concept that challenges the established orthodoxy. The power of a democratic system to adapt to change is vastly strengthened by the freedom of its citizens to choose widely from among conflicting opinions offered freely to them. To stifle every nonconformist idea at birth would mark the end of the democratic process. Furthermore, only through the constant activity of weighing and selecting can the democratic mind attain the strength demanded by times like these. We need to know not only what we believe but why we believe it.

2.
Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to endorse every idea or presentation they make available. It would conflict with the public interest for them to establish their own political, moral, or aesthetic views as a standard for determining what should be published or circulated.
Publishers and librarians serve the educational process by helping to make available knowledge and ideas required for the growth of the mind and the increase of learning. They do not foster education by imposing as mentors the patterns of their own thought. The people should have the freedom to read and consider a broader range of ideas than those that may be held by any single librarian or publisher or government or church. It is wrong that what one can read should be confined to what another thinks proper.

3.
It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to bar access to writings on the basis of the personal history or political affiliations of the author.



No art or literature can flourish if it is to be measured by the political views or private lives of its creators. No society of free people can flourish that draws up lists of writers to whom it will not listen, whatever they may have to say.


4.
There is no place in our society for efforts to coerce the taste of others, to confine adults to the reading matter deemed suitable for adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of writers to achieve artistic expression.


To some, much of modern expression is shocking. But is not much of life itself shocking? We cut off literature at the source if we prevent writers from dealing with the stuff of life. Parents and teachers have a responsibility to prepare the young to meet the diversity of experiences in life to which they will be exposed, as they have a responsibility to help them learn to think critically for themselves. These are affirmative responsibilities, not to be discharged simply by preventing them from reading works for which they are not yet prepared. In these matters values differ, and values cannot be legislated; nor can machinery be devised that will suit the demands of one group without limiting the freedom of others.

5.
It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept the prejudgment of a label characterizing any expression or its author as subversive or dangerous.


The ideal of labeling presupposes the existence of individuals or groups with wisdom to determine by authority what is good or bad for others. It presupposes that individuals must be directed in making up their minds about the ideas they examine. But Americans do not need others to do their thinking for them.


6.
It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people's freedom to read, to contest encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to impose their own standards or tastes upon the community at large; and by the government whenever it seeks to reduce or deny public access to public information.
It is inevitable in the give and take of the democratic process that the political, the moral, or the aesthetic concepts of an individual or group will occasionally collide with those of another individual or group. In a free society individuals are free to determine for themselves what they wish to read, and each group is free to determine what it will recommend to its freely associated members. But no group has the right to take the law into its own hands, and to impose its own concept of politics or morality upon other members of a democratic society. Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only to the accepted and the inoffensive. Further, democratic societies are more safe, free, and creative when the free flow of public information is not restricted by governmental prerogative or self-censorship.

7.
It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full meaning to the freedom to read by providing books that enrich the quality and diversity of thought and expression. By the exercise of this affirmative responsibility, they can demonstrate that the answer to a "bad" book is a good one, the answer to a "bad" idea is a good one.



The freedom to read is of little consequence when the reader cannot obtain matter fit for that reader's purpose. What is needed is not only the absence of restraint, but the positive provision of opportunity for the people to read the best that has been thought and said. Books are the major channel by which the intellectual inheritance is handed down, and the principal means of its testing and growth. The defense of the freedom to read requires of all publishers and librarians the utmost of their faculties, and deserves of all Americans the fullest of their support.

We state these propositions neither lightly nor as easy generalizations. We here stake out a lofty claim for the value of the written word. We do so because we believe that it is possessed of enormous variety and usefulness, worthy of cherishing and keeping free. We realize that the application of these propositions may mean the dissemination of ideas and manners of expression that are repugnant to many persons. We do not state these propositions in the comfortable belief that what people read is unimportant. We believe rather that what people read is deeply important; that ideas can be dangerous; but that the suppression of ideas is fatal to a democratic society. Freedom itself is a dangerous way of life, but it is ours.

Adopted June 25, 1953;

revised January 28, 1972, January 16, 1991, July 12, 2000, June 30, 2004,

by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee.

D.
Freedom to View Statement

The FREEDOM TO VIEW, along with the freedom to speak, to hear, and to read, is protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. In a free society, there is no place for censorship of any medium of expression. Therefore these principles are affirmed:

	1.
	It is in the public interest to provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials because they are a means for the communication of ideas. Liberty of circulation is essential to insure the constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression.

	2.
	It is in the public interest to protect the confidentiality of all individuals and institutions using film, video, and other audiovisual materials. 

	3.
	It is in the public interest to provide film, video, and other audiovisual materials which represent a diversity of views and expression. Selection of a work does not constitute or imply agreement with or approval of the content. 

	4.
	It is in the public interest to provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or prejudging film, video, or other audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral, religious, or political beliefs of the producer or filmmaker or on the basis of controversial content. 

	5.
	It is in the public interest to contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the public's freedom to view.


This statement was originally drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the American Film and Video Association (formerly the Educational Film Library Association) and was adopted by the AFVA Board of Directors in February 1979. This statement was updated and approved by the AFVA Board of Directors in 1989.

E.
Intellectual Freedom Statement

An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights

The heritage of free people is ours.

In the Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution, the founders of our nation proclaimed certain fundamental freedoms to be essential to our form of government.  Primary among these is the freedom of expression, specifically the right to publish diverse opinions and the right to unrestricted access to those opinions.  As citizens committed to the full and free use of all communications media and as professional persons responsible for making the content of those media accessible to all without prejudice, we, the undersigned, wish to assert the public interest in the preservation of freedom of expression.

Through continuing judicial interpretations of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, freedom of expression has been guaranteed.  Every American who aspires to the success of our experiment in democracy—who has faith in the political and social integrity of free men—must stand firm on those Constitutional guarantees of essential rights.  Such Americans can be expected to fulfill the responsibilities implicit in those rights.

We, therefore, affirm these propositions:

	1.
	We will make available to everyone who needs or desires them the widest possible diversity of views and modes of expression, including those which are strange, unorthodox or unpopular.



	
	
	Creative thought is, by its nature, new.  New ideas are always different and, to some people, distressing and even threatening.  The creator of every new idea is likely toe be regarded as unconventional—occasionally heretical—until his idea is first examined, then refined, then tested in its political, social or moral applications.  The characteristic ability of our governmental system to adapt to necessary change is vastly strengthened by the option of the people to choose freely from among conflicting opinions.  To stifle nonconformist ideas as their inception would be to end the democratic process.  Only through continuous weighing and selection from among opposing views can free individuals obtain the strength needed for intelligent, constructive decisions and actions.  In short, we need to understand not only what we believe, but why we believe as we do.



	2.
	We need not endorse every idea contained in the materials we produce and make available.



	
	
	We serve the educational process by disseminating the knowledge and wisdom required for the growth of the mind and the expansion of learning.  For us to employ our own political, moral, or aesthetic views as standards for determining what materials are published or circulated conflicts with the public interest.  We cannot foster true education by imposing on others the structure and content of our own opinions.  We must preserve and enhance the people’s right to broader range of ideas than those held by any librarian or publisher or church or government.  We hold that it is wrong to limit any person to those ideas and that information another believes to be true, good, and proper.



	3.
	We regard as irrelevant to the acceptance and distribution of any creative work the personal history or political affiliations of the authors responsible for it or its publication.



	
	
	A work of art must be judged solely on its own merits.  Creativity cannot flourish if its appraisal and acceptance by the community is influenced by the political views of the artist or the creators.  A society that allows blacklists to be compiled and used to silence writers and artists cannot exist as a free society.



	4.
	
	With every available legal means, we will challenge laws or governmental action restricting or prohibiting the publication of certain materials or limiting free access to such materials.



	
	
	Our society has not place for legislative efforts or coerce the taste of its members, to restrict adult to reading matter deemed suitable only for children, or to inhibit the efforts of creative persons in their attempts to achieve artistic perfection.  When we prevent serious artists from dealing with truth as they see it, we stifle creative development of our children—parents, teachers, religious leaders, scientists, philosophers, statesmen—must assume the responsibility for preparing young people to cope with life as it is and to face the diversity of experience to which they will be exposed as they mature.  This is an affirmative responsibility that cannot  be discharged easily, certainly not with the added burden of curtailing one’s access to art, literature, and opinion.  Taste differ.  Taste, like morality, cannot be controlled by government, for governmental action, devised to suite the demands of one group, thereby limits the freedom of all others.



	5.
	
	We oppose labeling any work of literature or art, or any persons responsible for its creation, as subversive, dangerous, or otherwise undesirable.



	
	
	Labeling attempts to predispose users of the various media of communication, and to ultimately close off a path to knowledge.  Labeling rests on the assumption that persons exist who have a special wisdom, and who, therefore, can be permitted to determine what will have good and bad effects on other people.  But freedom of expression rests on the premise of ideas vying in the open marketplace for acceptance, change, or rejection by individuals.  Free men choose this path.



	6.
	
	We, as guardians of intellectual freedom, oppose and will resist every encroachment upon the freedom by individuals or groups, private or official.



	
	
	It is inevitable in the give-and-take of the democratic process that the political, moral and aesthetic preferences of a person or group will conflict occasionally with those of others.  A fundamental premise of our free society is that each citizen is privileged to decide those opinions to which he will adhere or which he/she will recommend to the members of a privately organized group or association.  But no private group may usurp the law and impose its own accorded only to selected groups for it is then transmuted into privilege and unwarranted license.



	7.
	
	Both as citizens and professionals, we will strive by all legitimate means open to us to be relieved of the threat of personal, economic, and legal reprisals resulting from our support and defense of the principles of intellectual freedom.



	
	
	Those who refuse to compromise their ideals in support of intellectual freedom have often suffered dismissals from employment, forced resignations, boycotts of products and establishments, and other invidious forms of punishment.  We perceive the admirable, often lonely, refusal to succumb to threats of punitive action as the highest form of true professionalism: dedication to the cause of intellectual freedom and the preservation of vital human and civil liberties.

In our various capacities, we will actively resist incursions against the full exercise of our professional responsibility for the creating and maintaining an intellectual environment which fosters unrestrained creative endeavor and true freedom of choice and access for all members of the community.

We state these propositions with conviction, not as easy generalizations.  We advance a noble claim for the value of ideas, freely expressed, as embodied in books and other kinds of communications.  We do this in our belief that a free intellectual climate fosters creative endeavors capable of enormous variety, beauty, and usefulness, and thus worthy of support and preservation.   We believe that what people read, view, and hear is a critically important issue.  We recognize, too, that ideas can be dangerous.  It may be, however, that they are effectually dangerous only when opposing ideas are suppressed.  Freedom, in its many facets, is a precarious course.  We espouse it heartily.


Adopted by the ALA Council, June 25, 1971, Endorsed by the Freedom to Read Foundation, Board of Trustees, June 18, 1971.

F.
Professional Code of Ethics for Librarians

As members of the American Library Association, we recognize the importance of codifying and making known to the profession and to the general public the ethical principles that guide the work of librarians, other professionals providing information services, library trustees and library staffs.

Ethical dilemmas occur when values are in conflict. The American Library Association Code of Ethics states the values to which we are committed, and embodies the ethical responsibilities of the profession in this changing information environment.

We significantly influence or control the selection, organization, preservation, and dissemination of information. In a political system grounded in an informed citizenry, we are members of a profession explicitly committed to intellectual freedom and the freedom of access to information. We have a special obligation to ensure the free flow of information and ideas to present and future generations.

The principles of this Code are expressed in broad statements to guide ethical decision making. These statements provide a framework; they cannot and do not dictate conduct to cover particular situations.

	1.
	Librarians must provide the highest level of service to all library users through appropriate and usefully organized resources; equitable service policies; equitable access; and accurate, unbiased, and courteous responses to all requests.

	2.
	Librarians must resist all efforts to censor library resources.

	3.
	Librarians must protect each library user's right to privacy and confidentiality with respect to information sought or received and resources consulted, borrowed, acquired or transmitted.

	4.
	Librarians must recognize and respect intellectual property rights.

	5.
	Librarians must treat co-workers and other colleagues with respect, fairness and good faith, and advocate conditions of employment that safeguard the rights and welfare of all employees of our institutions.

	6.
	Librarians must not advance private interests at the expense of library users, colleagues, or our employing institutions.

	7.
	Librarians must distinguish between our personal convictions and professional duties and do not allow our personal beliefs to interfere with fair representation of the aims of our institutions or the provision of access to their information resources.

	8.
	Librarians must strive for excellence in the profession by maintaining and enhancing our own knowledge and skills, by encouraging the professional development of co-workers, and by fostering the aspirations of potential members of the profession.


Adopted by the ALA Council June 28, 1995

G.
The Right to Read

An open letter to the citizens of our country from the National Council of Teachers of English

Where suspicion fills the air and holds scholars in line for fear of their jobs, there can be no exercise of the free intellect. . . . A problem can no longer be pursued with impunity to its edges. Fear stalks the classroom. The teacher is no longer a stimulant to adventurous thinking; she becomes instead a pipe line for safe and sound information. A deadening dogma takes the place of free inquiry. Instruction tends to become sterile; pursuit of knowledge is discouraged; discussion often leaves off where it should begin.

Justice William O. Douglas,

United States Supreme Court:

Adler v. Board of Education, 1951.

The right to read, like all rights guaranteed or implied within our constitutional tradition, can be used wisely or foolishly. In many ways, education is an effort to improve the quality of choices open to all students. But to deny the freedom of choice in fear that it may be unwisely used is to destroy the freedom itself. For this reason, we respect the right of individuals to be selective in their own reading. But for the same reason, we oppose efforts of individuals or groups to limit the freedom of choice of others or to impose their own standards or tastes upon the community at large.

The right of any individual not just to read but to read whatever he or she wants to read is basic to a democratic society. This right is based on an assumption that the educated possess judgment and understanding and can be trusted with the determination of their own actions. In effect, the reader is freed from the bonds of chance. The reader is not limited by birth, geographic location, or time, since reading allows meeting people, debating philosophies, and experiencing events far beyond the narrow confines of an individual's own existence.

In selecting books for reading by young people, English teachers consider the contribution which each work may make to the education of the reader, its aesthetic value, its honesty, its readability for a particular group of students, and its appeal to adolescents. English teachers, however, may use different works for different purposes. The criteria for choosing a work to be read by an entire class are somewhat different from the criteria for choosing works to be read by small groups. 

For example, a teacher might select John Knowles' A Separate Peace for reading by an entire class, partly because the book has received wide critical recognition, partly because it is relatively short and will keep the attention of many slow readers, and partly because it has proved popular with many students of widely differing abilities. The same teacher, faced with the responsibility of choosing or recommending books for several small groups of students, might select or recommend books as different as Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter, Jack Schaefer's Shane, Alexander Solzhenitsyn's One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch, Pierre Boulle's The Bridge over the River Kwai, Charles Dickens' Great Expectations, or Paul Zindel's The Pigman, depending upon the abilities and interests of the students in each group. 

And the criteria for suggesting books to individuals or for recommending something worth reading for a student who casually stops by after class are different from selecting material for a class or group. But the teacher selects, not censors, books. Selection implies that a teacher is free to choose this or that work, depending upon the purpose to be achieved and the student or class in question, but a book selected this year may be ignored next year, and the reverse. Censorship implies that certain works are not open to selection, this year or any year.

Wallace Stevens once wrote, "Literature is the better part of life. To this it seems inevitably necessary to add, provided life is the better part of literature." Students and parents have the right to demand that education today keep students in touch with the reality of the world outside the classroom. Much of classic literature asks questions as valid and significant today as when the literature first appeared, questions like "What is the nature of humanity?" "Why do people praise individuality and practice conformity?" "What do people need for a good life?" and "What is the nature of the good person?" But youth is the age of revolt. To pretend otherwise is to ignore a reality made clear to young people and adults alike on television and radio, in newspapers and magazines. English teachers must be free to employ books, classic or contemporary, which do not lie to the young about the perilous but wondrous times we live in, books which talk of the fears, hopes, joys, and frustrations people experience, books about people not only as they are but as they can be. English teachers forced through the pressures of censorship to use only safe or antiseptic works are placed in the morally and intellectually untenable position of lying to their students about the nature and condition of mankind.

The teacher must exercise care to select or recommend works for class reading and group discussion. One of the most important responsibilities of the English teacher is developing rapport and respect among students. Respect for the uniqueness and potential of the individual, an important facet of the study of literature, should be emphasized in the English class. Literature classes should reflect the cultural contributions of many minority groups in the United States, just as they should acquaint students with contributions from the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

The Threat to Education

Censorship leaves students with an inadequate and distorted picture of the ideals, values, and problems of their culture. Writers may often represent their culture, or they may stand to the side and describe and evaluate that culture. Yet partly because of censorship or the fear of censorship, many writers are ignored or inadequately represented in the public schools, and many are represented in anthologies not by their best work but by their "safest" or "least offensive" work.

The censorship pressures receiving the greatest publicity are those of small groups who protest the use of a limited number of books with some "objectionable" realistic elements, such as Brave New World, Lord of the Flies, Catcher in the Rye, Johnny Got His Gun, Catch-22, Soul on Ice, or A Day No Pigs Would Die. The most obvious and immediate victims are often found among our best and most creative English teachers, those who have ventured outside the narrow boundaries of conventional texts. Ultimately, however, the real victims are the students, denied the freedom to explore ideas and pursue truth wherever and however they wish.

Great damage may be done by book committees appointed by national or local organizations to ore over anthologies, texts, library books, and paperbacks to find passages which advocate, or seem to advocate, causes or concepts or practices these organizations condemn. As a result, some publishers, sensitive to possible objections, carefully exclude sentences or selections that might conceivably offend some group, somehow, sometime, somewhere.

The Community's Responsibility

American citizens who care about the improvement of education are urged to join students, teachers, librarians, administrators, boards of education, and professional and scholarly organizations in support of the students' right to read. Only widespread and informed support in every community can assure that

· enough citizens are interested in the development and maintenance of a superior school system to guarantee its achievement; 

· malicious gossip, ignorant rumors, and deceptive letters to the editor will not be circulated without challenge and correction; 

· newspapers will be convinced that the public sincerely desires objective school news reporting, free from slanting or editorial comment which destroys confidence in and support for schools; 

· the community will not permit its resources and energies to be dissipated in conflicts created by special interest groups striving to advance their ideologies or biases; and 

· faith in democratic traditions and processes will be maintained. 

Copyright © 1998-2004 National Council of Teachers of English

H.
The People’s Library Bill of Rights

	1.
	All people are entitled to free access to the information and services offered by libraries.

	2.
	All people are entitled to obtain current and accurate information on any topic.

	3.
	All people are entitled to courteous, efficient and timely service.

	4.
	All people are entitled to assistance by qualified library personnel.

	5.
	All people are entitled to the right of confidentiality in all of their dealings with libraries and librarians.

	6.
	All people are entitled to full access to and service from library networks on local, state, regional and national levels.

	7.
	All people are entitled to the use of a library facility that is accessible, functional and comfortable.

	8.
	All people are entitled to be provided with a statement of the policies governing the use and services of libraries.

	9.
	All people are entitled to library services that reflect the interests and needs of the community.


I.
Bill of Rights and Responsibilities for Electronic Learners

Preamble

In order to protect the rights and recognize the responsibilities of individuals and institutions, we, the members of the educational community, propose this Bill of Rights and Responsibilities for the Electronic Community of Learners. These principles are based on a recognition that the electronic community is a complex subsystem of the educational community founded on the values espoused by that community. As new technology modifies the system and further empowers individuals, new values and responsibilities will change this culture. As technology assumes an integral role in education and lifelong learning, technological empowerment of individuals and organizations becomes a requirement and right for students, faculty, staff, and institutions, bringing with it new levels of responsibility that individuals and institutions have to themselves and to other members of the educational community. 

Article I: Individual Rights

The original Bill of Rights explicitly recognized that all individuals have certain fundamental rights as members of the national community. In the same way, the citizens of the electronic community of learners have fundamental rights that empower them. 

Section 1.

A citizen's access to computing and information resources shall not be denied or removed without just cause. 

Section 2.

The right to access includes the right to appropriate training and tools required to effect access. 

Section 3.

All citizens shall have the right to be informed about personal information that is being and has been collected about them, and have the right to review and correct that information. Personal information about a citizen shall not be used for other than the express purpose of its collection without the explicit permission of that citizen. 

Section 4.

The constitutional concept of freedom of speech applies to citizens of electronic communities. 

Section 5.

All citizens of the electronic community of learners have ownership rights over their own intellectual works. 

Article II: Individual Responsibilities

Just as certain rights are given to each citizen of the electronic community of learners, each citizen is held accountable for his or her actions. The interplay of rights and responsibilities within each individual and within the community engenders the trust and intellectual freedom that form the heart of our society. This trust and freedom are grounded on each person's developing the skills necessary to be an active and contributing citizen of the electronic community. These skills include an awareness and knowledge about information technology and the uses of information and an understanding of the roles in the electronic community of learners. 

Section 1.

It shall be each citizen's personal responsibility to actively pursue needed resources: to recognize when information is needed, and to be able to find, evaluate, and effectively use information. 

Section 2.

It shall be each citizen's personal responsibility to recognize (attribute) and honor the intellectual property of others. 

Section 3.

Since the electronic community of learners is based upon the integrity and authenticity of information, it shall be each citizen's personal responsibility to be aware of the potential for and possible effects of manipulating electronic information: to understand the fungible nature of electronic information; and to verify the integrity and authenticity, and assure the security of information that he or she compiles or uses. 

Section 4.

Each citizen, as a member of the electronic community of learners, is responsible to all other citizens in that community: to respect and value the rights of privacy for all; to recognize and respect the diversity of the population and opinion in the community; to behave ethically; and to comply with legal restrictions regarding the use of information resources. 

Section 5.

Each citizen, as a member of the electronic community of learners, is responsible to the community as a whole to understand what information technology resources are available, to recognize that the members of the community share them, and to refrain from acts that waste resources or prevent others from using them. 

Article III: Rights Of Educational Institutions

Educational institutions have legal standing similar to that of individuals. Our society depends upon educational institutions to educate our citizens and advance the development of knowledge. However, in order to survive, educational institutions must attract financial and human resources. Therefore, society must grant these institutions the rights to the electronic resources and information necessary to accomplish their goals. 

Section 1.

The access of an educational institutions to computing and information resources shall not be denied or removed without just cause. 

Section 2.

Educational institutions in the electronic community of learners have ownership rights over the intellectual works they create. 

Section 3.

Each educational institution has the authority to allocate resources in accordance with its unique institutional mission. 

Article IV: Institutional Responsibilities

Just as certain rights are assured to educational institutions in the electronic community of learners, so too each is held accountable for the appropriate exercise of those rights to foster the values of society and to carry out each institution's mission. This interplay of rights and responsibilities within the community fosters the creation and maintenance of an environment wherein trust and intellectual freedom are the foundation for individual and institutional growth and success. 

Section 1.

The institutional members of the electronic community of learners have a responsibility to provide all members of their community with legally acquired computer resources (hardware, software, networks, data bases, etc.) in all instances where access to or use of the resources is an integral part of active participation in the electronic community of learners. 

Section 2.

Institutions have a responsibility to develop, implement, and maintain security procedures to insure the integrity of individual and institutional files. 

Section 3.

The institution shall treat electronically stored information as confidential. The institution shall treat all personal files as confidential, examining or disclosing the contents only when authorized by the owner of the information, approved by the appropriate institutional official, or required by local, state or federal law. 

Section 4.

Institutions in the electronic community of learners shall train and support faculty, staff, and students to effectively use information technology. Training includes skills to use the resources, to be aware of the existence of data repositories and techniques for using them, and to understand the ethical and legal uses of the resources. 

Adopted by the American Association for Higher Education (AAHE); August 1993.
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