
Congratulations to the Spring 2018 College 

of Business and Technology graduating class.  
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The students are set to walk the stage to receive their 

Bachelor’s Degree or MBA on Saturday, May 5th, 2018. 

 

COBT — CIST 



FACULTY 
Dr. Donnie Cobb has worked for UWA for 27 years. He has served in 

roles as instructor, assistant professor, associate professor, department 

chair, and currently professor and Director of the Work Force Develop-

ment Center. He has built wonderful relationships with our local busi-

ness leaders. Dr. Cobb always helps with recruiting students for the Col-

lege of Business and Technology in general but especially the infor-

mation systems and technology.  

Dr. Balakrishna Gokaraju, Ph.D., is a highly qualified professional in 

electrical and computer engineering, remote, sensing, and high perfor-

mance computing, with 12 years of multi-disciplinary research and 

classroom teaching experience. He is extensively involved in grant writ-

ing, grant managing, and publishing research articles. He also leads our 

UWA Student Robotics Team. 

Dr. Daniel Adrian Doss, Ph.D., is an experienced tenured Associate Pro-

fessor with over two decades of combined career experience in the de-

fense industry, commercial sector, and academia. He has served at UWA 

as MBA program director and currently as Associate Professor. Dr. 

Doss holds multiple doctorate degrees and conducts extensive research 

in his many areas of interest. 

Ms. Kendra Winnick serves in the College of Business and Technology 

as an instructor in the Department of Computer Information Systems 

and Technology. She teaches courses in computer programming, app 

design, networking, and cyber security. She began her career with the 

federal government then transitioned to academia to pursue her passion 

for education. Ms. Winnick’s research interests surround increasing 

women and minorities in STEM fields. 

Ms. Bonnie Dial is the Department of Computer Information Systems 

and Technology secretary. She is an important point of contact for all of 

the CIST students. She has also served as a Star Advisor where she 

helped advise students across the University. 

Dr. Aliquippa Allen is currently the Dean of the College of Business and 

Technology. She has served UWA in the roles of management professor, 

department chair, associate dean, and won the William E. Gilbert 

Award for Outstanding Teaching at UWA. 

Dr. Mitzi Green is currently the Associate Dean of the College of Busi-

ness and Technology, as well as the Interim Department Chair for Com-

puter Information Systems and Technology. She is currently in her 14th 

year at UWA and is serving as an accounting professor teaching cost 

accounting. As Associate Dean, she organizes our COBT planning and 

assessment. 

& ADMINISTRATION 



FACULTY 

Mr. Jim Shelton 

 Adjunct Instructor 

Ms. Neelu Sharma 

 Adjunct Instructor 

     Mr. JD Pruitt 

Welding Instructor 

Mr. Curtis Jones 

Automotive Instructor 

& ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Chip Flournoy 

 Adjunct Instructor 



ENGINEERING 

TECHNOLOGY 
Engineering Technology is an applied engineering/
technical program complying with the dynamic changes in 
industry workforce requirements. The students will be able 
to develop their prior knowledge in mathematics and phys-
ical science and apply the hands-on skills through experi-
ential learning toward engineering and technology careers. 
Students will have access to the latest, state-of-the-art 
equipment, machinery, and software in the classroom. En-
gineers and technicians design and build things. They are 
critical in all kinds of manufacturing, especially at the ear-
liest stages when products and processes are being created 
and refined. These jobs require technical skills and 
knowledge, attention to detail, and creativity. Working as 
an engineer in manufacturing, you gain all the professional 
advantages of working in an increasingly 

high-tech industry plus practical on-the-job experience. 
Career opportunities include but not limited to; process 
engineer, facility engineer, CADD engineer, GIS special-
ist, and project manager. Companies that the University of 
West Alabama College of Business & Technology have 
cultivated a great partnership with include but not limited 
to: Alabama Power, Black Warrior EMC, WestRock, 
Westervelt Renewable Energy, Cemex, Georgia Pacific, 
Volkert Engineering, and Mannington Flooring. The pro-
gram offers opportunities to get involved, improve soft 
skills, and gain scholarships. Some of these opportunities 
include: Darryl Hutcheson Annual Scholarship Award, 
University Scholars Award, Toastmasters, industrial field 
trips, and student workers with faculty. 



Robotics Competition 

Students from the CIST programs placed 8th out of 60 

teams at the IEEE  National Level Robotics Competition. 

This is an Advanced Autonomous Robotics Competition 

where the robot is to perform tasks with its own 

intelligence and cannot be controlled once started. The 

UWA robot had the highest accuracy, precision of 

maneuver, and speed. 

Undergraduate Research Symposium 

Jonathan Steele and Kyle McLellan presented their research 

papers at the Undergraduate Research Symposium at UWA. 

Dr. Balu, Dr. Tesiero, and Dr. Doss co-authored on both.  The 

papers presented were Object Identification and Tracking for 

Automous Vehicles using Computer Vision and Multi-Sensor 

Decision Fusion and Precision and Accuracy of Autonomous 

Vehicles through Proportional Integral and Derivative 

Control Variables. 

Engineering Technology Field Trip 

100 students from UWA attended the Engineering Technology field trip to Mississippi State 

University this semester.  
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STUDENTS IN ACTION 



MBA 

Computer Information Systems and Technology 

20

WELDING CERTIFICATE 

The welding certificate non-degree program consists of 12 credit hours offered in 

the fall and 12 hours offered in the spring. The fall courses are a prerequisite to the 

spring courses. The courses are designed to teach safety practices used in industry, 

oxygen and acetylene torch cutting practices, SMAW, GMAW, and GTAW weld-

ing terminology, equipment identification, set-up and operation. Students will weld 

in all positions with both welding processes and take industry required plate tests. 

These courses are very hands on type courses. Students completing the certificate 

program will have a starting foundation of knowledge they can build on for the rest 

of their lives. Welding jobs are in high demand and pay good wages. Students 

completing this program can work in industry as a structural welder, mainte-

nance welder, along with many other welding positions in industry. 



AUTOMOTIVE 

ENGINEERING 
Since August 2016, UWA continues 

to offer the automotive certificate 
program, and also offers a two year 

associate in applied science degree in 

Automotive Engineering Technology. 

An associate degree is expected to 
increase enrollment by allowing stu-

dents to live on campus and qualify 

for Pell Grants and student loans.   



INDUSTRIAL 

MAINTENANCE 

INDUSTRIAL 

MAINTENANCE 

STUDENTS 

IN 

ACTION 

Industrial Maintenance is a two-year Associate of Applied Science 
Degree. The program is student-centered, career-oriented, and de-
signed to provide skills and knowledge necessary to meet the general 
maintenance demands of business, industry, and government agencies. 
In addition, the Industrial Maintenance graduate will qualify for ad-
mission to other technology majors. The student must select approved 
electives appropriately. Industrial machinery include conveying sys-
tems, production machinery, and packaging equipment. Millwrights 
install, dismantle, repair, reassemble, and move machinery in facto-
ries, power plants, and construction sites. Employment of industrial 
machinery mechanics, machinery maintenance workers, and mill-
wrights is growing, much faster than the average for all occupations. 



COMPUTER  

INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Computer Information Systems is one of the most innovative programs at the University of West 

Alabama. UWA’s CIS program focuses on providing students with current programming lan-

guages, network administration, and hands on information processing challenges that promote 

critical thinking skills needed for today’s business/industry. Students will have the opportunity to 

gain additional job qualifications through internships and certifications. Access to cutting edge 

computer technology and highly qualified professors provides UWA’s CIS students the tools to be 

successful inside and outside the classroom. CIS graduates are essential to the continuous day-to-

day operation of any company and graduates are in high demand. Some career opportunities in-

clude: business analyst, requirements analysts, systems analyst, network technician, and network 

systems analyst. 



The Bachelor of Science in Technology program is 

designed to serve students who have documented 

training and/or verifiable skills in an exclusive voca-

tional/technical area, full-time military experience, or 

business/industrial training and who desire a bache-

lor’s degree. A specific program of study for each stu-

dent is contracted on the basis of his/her career goals 

and previous training. A student who has been admit-

ted to the program cannot change to another major at 

UWA, unless he/she meets all admission require-

ments relevant to the other program. Each student 

must complete the following criteria. 

At least 32 hours (not to exceed 42 hours) of technical 

credit in a singular discipline are required. Students 

who earn the associate degree in Industrial Mainte-

nance at UWA may use this program to meet the 

technical portion of the Bachelor of Science in Tech-

nology program.  

A minimum of 30 semester hours of upper-division 

courses (300-400) must be completed at UWA. Basic 

Curriculum is the general education requirement for 

all bachelor’s degrees and includes no less than 50 

hours. Approved Electives are required to complete 

the total hours required for the degree. Electives will 

be selected to strengthen the program.  

Students who enter this program will be required to 

complete an internship. Three to six hours’ credit for 

work experience related to the student’s career goal is 

required. Previous work experience may be awarded 

to the student who provides appropriate documenta-

tion. The Chairperson of the Computer Information 

Systems/Technology Department and the Dean of the 

College are responsible for determining when the stu-

dent has met all requirements for the degree.  

The minimum number of hours required for the Bach-

elor of Science Degree in Technology is 120 semester 

hours. Inquiries should be addressed to the Chairper-

son, Computer Information Systems/Technology De-

partment, Station 24,  University of West Alabama; 

Livingston, Alabama 35470. 

TECHNOLOGY 



http://www.uwa.edu/cob/ 

https://www.facebook.com/UWACOBT/ 

College of Business & 
Technology 

The University of 
West Alabama 

UWA Station 21 
Livingston, AL 35470 

Phone: 205-652-3471 

Fax: 205-652-5107 

uwacobt@uwa.edu 

If you are interested in receiving our newsletters 

when they are released, donating to the College 

of Business and Technology, or want to share 

with us what you are up to now, please send us 

an email or message us on Facebook. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 


