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Institutional Mission
To bring about positive change through education, service, and outreach

Departmental Mission
The History and Social Sciences faculty are dedicated to teaching UWA students how to understand,
appreciate, and practice the conventions and methodologies of History, Political Science, and Anthropology,
and use those practices to effectively communicate historical and social-scientific knowledge.

1 Goal
Address the educational, social, and cultural needs of the overall student body.

1.1 Outcome
Provide adequate attention to students
History survey courses will be capped in order to ensure that students receive the proper
amount of attention. Likewise, this will afford instructors greater opportunities for one-on-one
interaction and for fostering the type of teacher-student relationships that are part of the
university's stated mission.

Action Plan
In order to differentiate between service to the general student population and to History majors,
this goal should be separated out as a separate goal.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status
Planned

1.1.1 Measures
Limit the number of students in introductory courses.
The departmental goal is to cap courses in order to ensure adequate attention is paid to all
students. In Fall 2018, of the 11 sections of introductory History courses, 7 were in excess of 25
with an average of 32 students. In Spring 2019, of the 9 sections of introductory History
courses, 7 were in excess of 25 with an average of 32.5 students.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Count - Academic Indirect

Department
of
History
&
Social
Sciences 2019-2020

Completed 1
GOALS 9
OUTCOMES 21
MEASURES 1
TARGETS 21
FINDINGS 1
ATTACHMENTS
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1.1.1.1 Targets
Limit the classroom size to 25 students Not Met

TARGET

FINDINGS In Fall 2019, of the 9 sections of introductory History courses, 6 were in excess of 25
with an average of 25 students. In Spring 2020, of the 10 sections of introductory
History courses, 4 were in excess of 25 with an average of 22 students

RECOMMENDATIONS Departmental faculty believe the smaller class sizes are the result of declining
enrollment. Faculty expect that when University enrollment increases again, classes
will be over 25 as in the past.

1.1.2 Measures
Introduce new courses as needed
Introduce new courses as needed.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Self-Reflection - Academic Indirect

1.1.2.1 Targets
Create new courses as needed. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS No new courses were added this year.

RECOMMENDATIONS Starting Fall 2020, the department will survey students in HY 300 to determine
what, if any, new courses students would like to see introduced. This measure
should be placed in a second goal that focuses on the needs of History majors in
particular.

1.2 Outcome
Provide a generalist education in History
History graduates will demonstrate a broad-based, generalized knowledge of American and
western history.

1.2.1 Measures
Departmental exit exam
Graduating History majors will take an exit exam to determine how much material they have
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learned.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Pre/post test - Academic Direct

1.2.1.1 Targets
Graduating History majors will score 80 percent or above on the departmental exit
exam. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Of the six graduating History majors who took the exit exam, all scored above 80
percent

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to administer the exit exam to ensure students are receiving a broad
education in History. This measure should be placed in a second goal that focuses
on the needs of History majors in particular.

1.3 Outcome
Produce written work that critically interprets historical data
History majors will demonstrate the ability to produce written work that critically interprets
and clearly explains historical data obtained in their own research.

1.3.1 Measures
Students will be expected to produce writing assignments
Students are required to write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers as
they progress through the program.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
In-Class Exercise - Academic Direct

1.3.1.1 Targets
Students will write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Students are now creating written assignments in all History courses. History
majors' work is captured in a portfolio. Approximately 75% of student work is
currently being captured.

RECOMMENDATIONS Start examining student work over time to ensure more complex writing
assignments. This measure should be placed in a separate goal that focuses on the
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needs of History majors in particular.

1.3.2 Measures
Students will complete required capstone course (HY 400)
All History courses are the building blocks for HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
Students who pass HY 400 demonstrate the ability to produce a research paper that
synthesizes primary and secondary sources to create a reasonable argument -- the primary
goal of a historian.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Thesis/project - Academic Direct

1.3.2.1 Targets
Eighty percent of students taking HY 400 the first time will pass with a "C" or higher.

Met

TARGET

FINDINGS All 9 of the students taking HY 400 in the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters
passed HY 400 with a "C" or higher on the first attempt.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to stress the importance of HY 300 to prepare students for success in
their later courses, especially in HY 400.

1.4 Outcome
Assess historical events and developments through time
History majors will demonstrate the ability to assess historical events and developments
through time and across sub-field boundaries.

1.4.1 Measures
Students will be expected to produce writing assignments
Students are required to write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers as
they progress through the program.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
In-Class Exercise - Academic Direct

1.4.1.1 Targets
100 percent of all History courses will require some writing component. Met
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TARGET

FINDINGS Students are now creating written assignments in all History courses. History
majors' work is captured in a portfolio.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3.1.

1.4.2 Measures
Students will complete required capstone course.
All History courses are the building blocks for HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
Students who pass HY 400 demonstrate the ability to produce a research paper that
synthesizes primary and secondary sources to create a reasonable argument -- the primary
goal of a historian.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Thesis/project - Academic Direct

1.4.2.1 Targets
Eighty percent of students taking HY 400 the first time will pass with a "C" or higher.

Met

TARGET

FINDINGS All 9 of the students taking HY 400 in the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters
passed HY 400 with a "C" or higher on the first attempt.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3.2.

1.4.3 Measures
Departmental exit exam.
Select classes of introductory History courses are administered the departmental exit exam
to establish a baseline. Graduating History majors are administered the same exam to assess
any improvement. The last time the exit exam was administered to first-year students, the
average was below 50 percent.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Pre/post test - Academic Direct
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1.4.3.1 Targets
Graduating History majors will score 80 percent or above on the departmental exit
exam. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Of the six graduating History majors who took the exit exam, all scored above 80
percent.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.2.1.

1.5 Outcome
Organize and conduct original historical research
History majors will demonstrate the ability to organize and conduct original historical
research outlining an array of primary and secondary source materials.

Action Plan
Ensure faculty stress the important of HY300 to history majors.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status
In Progress

1.5.1 Measures
Students will complete required capstone course
All History courses are the building blocks for HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
Students who pass HY 400 demonstrate the ability to produce a research paper that
synthesizes primary and secondary sources to create a reasonable argument -- the primary
goal of a historian.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Thesis/project - Academic Direct

1.5.1.1 Targets
Eighty percent of students taking HY 400 the first time will pass with a "C" or higher.

Met

TARGET

FINDINGS All 9 of the students taking HY 400 in the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters
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passed HY 400 with a "C" or higher on the first attempt.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3.2.

1.5.2 Measures
Students will be expected to produce writing assignments.
Students are required to write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers as
they progress through the program.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
In-Class Exercise - Academic Direct

1.5.2.1 Targets
Students are now creating written assignments in all History courses. History majors'
work is captured in a portfolio. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Approximately 75% of student work is currently being captured.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3.1.

1.5.3 Measures
Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.
The Department of History and Social Sciences will continue to offer HY 300: "Historical
Methodologies" and will require it of all History majors. Majors will complete HY 300 in the
second semester of their sophomore year. HY 300 achieves two basic ends, both of which
are mechanical: (1) To give students the basics in historiography and historical methodology.
(2) To teach formal term paper construction by requiring each student to research, organize,
and write a formal term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert
with content courses required of History majors, preparing them for the capstone projects
they will design and complete in HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Written assignment - Academic Direct
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1.5.3.1 Targets
Seventy-five percent of students will pass HY 300 with a grade of "C" or higher

Not Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Of the 12 students who took HY 300 in the 2019-20 academic year, 8 passed with a
"C" or higher -- 67%.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to stress the importance of HY 300 for success in the History major (as
evidenced by the higher passage rate in HY 400).

1.6 Outcome
Demonstrated facility in, and respect for, historical methodology
History majors will develop strong critical thinking skills and will demonstrate their facility in,
and respect for, the discipline's conventions and methodologies.

Action Plan
Ensure faculty stress the important of HY300.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status
In Progress

1.6.1 Measures
Students will be expected to produce writing assignments.
Students are required to write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers as
they progress through the program.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
In-Class Exercise - Academic Direct

1.6.1.1 Targets
Students will write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Student are now creating written assignments in all History courses. History majors'
work is captured in a portfolio.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
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should be merged with 1.3.1.

1.6.2 Measures
Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.
The Department of History and Social Sciences will continue to offer HY 300: "Historical
Methodologies" and will require it of all History majors. Majors will complete HY 300 in the
second semester of their sophomore year. HY 300 achieves two basic ends, both of which
are mechanical: (1) To give students the basics in historiography and historical methodology.
(2) To teach formal term paper construction by requiring each student to research, organize,
and write a formal term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert
with content courses required of History majors, preparing them for the capstone projects
they will design and complete in HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Written assignment - Academic Direct

1.6.2.1 Targets
Seventy-five percent of students will pass HY 300 with a grade of "C" or higher

Not Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Of the 12 students who took HY 300 in the 2019-20 academic year, 8 passed with a
"C" or higher -- 67%.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.5.3.

1.6.3 Measures
Students will complete required capstone course.
All History courses are the building blocks for HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
Students who pass HY 400 demonstrate the ability to produce a research paper that
synthesizes primary and secondary sources to create a reasonable argument -- the primary
goal of a historian.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Thesis/project - Academic Direct
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1.6.3.1 Targets
Eighty percent of students taking HY 400 the first time will pass with a "C" or higher.

Met

TARGET

FINDINGS All 9 of the students taking HY 400 in the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters
passed HY 400 with a "C" or higher on the first attempt.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3,2.

1.7 Outcome
Value judgments and comparative assessments about empirical data.
History majors will demonstrate their ability to make value judgments and comparative
assessments about empirical data used in historical investigation.

1.7.1 Measures
Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.
The Department of History and Social Sciences will continue to offer HY 300: "Historical
Methodologies" and will require it of all History majors. Majors will complete HY 300 in the
second semester of their sophomore year. HY 300 achieves two basic ends, both of which are
mechanical: (1) To give students the basics in historiography and historical methodology. (2)
To teach formal term paper construction by requiring each student to research, organize, and
write a formal term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert with
content courses required of History majors, preparing them for the capstone projects they will
design and complete in HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Written assignment - Academic Direct

1.7.1.1 Targets
Seventy-five percent of students will pass HY 300 with a grade of "C" or higher

Not Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Of the 12 students who took HY 300 in the 2019-20 academic year, 8 passed with a
"C" or higher -- 67%.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
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should be merged with 1.5.3

1.7.2 Measures
Students will complete required capstone course.
All History courses are the building blocks for HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
Students who pass HY 400 demonstrate the ability to produce a research paper that
synthesizes primary and secondary sources to create a reasonable argument -- the primary
goal of a historian.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Thesis/project - Academic Direct

1.7.2.1 Targets
Eighty percent of students taking HY 400 the first time will pass with a "C" or higher

Met

TARGET

FINDINGS All 9 of the students taking HY 400 in the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters
passed HY 400 with a "C" or higher on the first attempt.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3.2

1.8 Outcome
Value judgments and comparative assessments of secondary source materials.
History majors will demonstrate their ability to make value judgments and comparative
assessments of secondary source materials which include, but are not limited to, journals,
monographs, and electronic media.

1.8.1 Measures
Students will be expected to produce writing assignments.
Students are required to write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers as
they progress through the program.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
In-Class Exercise - Academic Direct

1.8.1.1 Targets
Students will write increasingly complex in-class essays and research papers. Met
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TARGET

FINDINGS Student are now creating written assignments in all History courses. History majors'
work is captured in a portfolio.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3.1.

1.8.2 Measures
Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.
The Department of History and Social Sciences will continue to offer HY 300: "Historical
Methodologies" and will require it of all History majors. Majors will complete HY 300 in the
second semester of their sophomore year. HY 300 achieves two basic ends, both of which
are mechanical: (1) To give students the basics in historiography and historical methodology.
(2) To teach formal term paper construction by requiring each student to research, organize,
and write a formal term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert
with content courses required of History majors, preparing them for the capstone projects
they will design and complete in HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Written assignment - Academic Direct

1.8.2.1 Targets
Seventy-five percent of students will pass HY 300 with a grade of "C" or higher

Not Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Of the 12 students who took HY 300 in the 2019-20 academic year, 8 passed with a
"C" or higher -- 67%.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.5.3

1.8.3 Measures
Students will complete required capstone course.
All History courses are the building blocks for HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
Students who pass HY 400 demonstrate the ability to produce a research paper that
synthesizes primary and secondary sources to create a reasonable argument -- the primary
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goal of a historian.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Thesis/project - Academic Direct

1.8.3.1 Targets
Eighty percent of students taking HY 400 the first time will pass with a "C" or higher

Met

TARGET

FINDINGS All 9 of the students taking HY 400 in the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters
passed HY 400 with a "C" or higher on the first attempt.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
should be merged with 1.3.2

1.9 Outcome
Demonstrated ability verbally to explain the significance of their own historical research
History majors will demonstrate the ability to verbally explain the significance of their own
historical research.

1.9.1 Measures
Students will complete required capstone course.
All History courses are the building blocks for HY 400: "Seminar in Historical Studies."
Students who pass HY 400 demonstrate the ability to produce a research paper that
synthesizes primary and secondary sources to create a reasonable argument -- the primary
goal of a historian.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
Thesis/project - Academic Direct

1.9.1.1 Targets
Eighty percent of students taking HY 400 the first time will pass with a "C" or higher

Met

TARGET

FINDINGS All 9 of the students taking HY 400 in the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters
passed HY 400 with a "C" or higher on the first attempt.

RECOMMENDATIONS In an effort to remove redundancies in the planning document, this measure
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should be merged with 1.3.2

1.9.2 Measures
Students will be given the opportunity to present their own research at conferences
Students will be given the opportunity to present their own research at conferences.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.9.2.1 Targets
Students will present at conferences. Met

TARGET Three students presented papers at the 2019 Alabama Regional Phi Alpha Theta
Meeting

FINDINGS Three students presented papers at the 2019 Alabama Regional Phi Alpha Theta
Meeting. One student presented her research at the 2020 Alabama Regional Phi
Alpha Theta Meeting after two other students withdrew their papers.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to offer opportunities for professional development for UWA students at
history conferences.

Project Attachments (1)

Attachments File Size

   2017-2018 Department of History and Social Sciences Annual Plans.pdf 989KB
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