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Institutional Mission
To bring about positive change through education, service, and outreach

Departmental Mission
The Department of Behavioral Sciences advances the University of West Alabama’s mission to improve key
student qualities of independent thinking, respect, and integrity by educating individuals to better
understand themselves, others, and their community.

1 Goal
Address the educational, social, and cultural needs of the student body.
Address the educational, social, and cultural needs of the student body.

1.1 Outcome
Theory and Content
Students in behavioral sciences will demonstrate familiarity with major concepts, theoretical
perspectives, empirical findings, and historical trends within their discipline.

Action Plan
Exit exams have been placed on Blackboard this semester so that on campus students can take
them remotely as needed. Faculty teaching upper level classes will provide examples of
assignments that stress theory and content to ensure that it is emphasized across the curriculum.
The procedures for administering the comprehensive exam will be reviewed to ensure that the
test reflects current course offerings.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status
Planned

1.1.1 Measures
Performance on exit exam
Undergraduate student knowledge of discipline-specific content is evidenced by performance
on an exit exam. Exit exams are administered during the student's final semester prior to
graduation.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

Department
of
Behavioral
Sciences 2019-2020

Completed 1
GOALS 7
OUTCOMES 10
MEASURES  1
TARGETS 13
FINDINGS 17
ATTACHMENTS
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1.1.1.1 Targets
70% of students will earn at least a 70% on exit exams in psychology and sociology.

Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Exit exams were devised during the fall semester of 2019 and were to be
administered for the first time in Spring 2020. However, the early closure due to the
pandemic led to very few graduating students taking the test.

RECOMMENDATIONS Move exit exams to Blackboard so that they can be administered remotely.

1.1.2 Measures
Capstone course projects
Undergraduate student success is indicated by successful completion of projects in capstone
courses. These courses require development of a psychological or sociological research idea,
collection and integration of theory to address the idea, and theoretical interpretation of
research results. Capstone courses are PY 480 Psychology Seminar, PY 490 Psychology
Research Project, SY 450 Modern Sociological Theory, and SY 460 Methods of Social
Research. (See the Project Attachments for grading rubrics.)
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.1.2.1 Targets
Of students who attend at least 66% of the class meetings in the above courses, 70%
or more will earn at least a 70% on assignments targeting theory and content.

Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS In PY 480, 67% of students earned 70% or better; in PY 490, 100% earned 70% or
better; in SY 450, 50% earned 70% or better, and in SY 460, 100% earned 70% or
better on assignments targeting Theory and Content.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to encourage and test for research and theoretical competence in lower-
level courses like PY 205 and SY 200.

1.1.3 Measures
Thesis defense or performance on comprehensive exams
Graduate student success is indicated by successful completion and defense of a master's

The University of West Alabama Page 3 of 12



thesis or passage of comprehensive exams.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.1.3.1 Targets
At least 80% of graduate students attempting thesis defense or comprehensive exams
will succeed. Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Students attempting comprehensive exams were successful on 54% of attempts.
No students attempted a thesis defense.

RECOMMENDATIONS Review comprehensive exam procedures.

1.2 Outcome
Research Methods
Students will understand and apply basic research methods, including research design, data
analysis, and interpretation.

Action Plan
Faculty will be encouraged to provide examples of assignments in required classes below the level
of the capstone courses that are used to teach methodogical competence.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status

1.2.1 Measures
Performance on capstone and thesis projects.
Student understanding of research methodology is evidenced by success in designing and
conducting research, analyzing data, and presenting the findings in capstone undergraduate
courses and graduate thesis projects. Undergraduate capstone courses requiring application
of psychological or sociological research methods to address a research question include PY
480 Psychology Seminar, PY 490 Psychology Research Project, SY 450 Modern Sociological
Theory, and SY 460 Methods of Social Research. For graduate students, completion of a
research project requires these skills. See the Project Attachments for grading rubrics.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
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1.2.1.1 Targets
Of undergraduate students attending at least 66% of the meetings of the above
courses, 70% or more will earn 70% or more on methodological aspects of course
assignments. Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS In PY 480, 67% of students earned 70% or better; in PY 490, 100% earned 70% or
better; in SY 450, 50% earned 70% or better, and in SY 460, 100% earned 70% or
better on methodological aspects of course assignments.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to encourage and test for methodological competence in lower-level
courses like PY 205 and SY 200. Encourage involvement in faculty-led research
projects for sophomore and and junior students.

1.2.1.2 Targets
Of graduate students working on a thesis project and enrolled in PY 500 or PY 590, at
least 70% will earn an 80% or better in those courses. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS 100% of students earned 80% or better in these courses.

RECOMMENDATIONS The department is very pleased with this finding. Our graduate students are
submitting satisfactory work.

1.3 Outcome
Communication
Students in behavioral sciences will be able to express and discuss complex major-related
concepts sufficiently. Undergraduate capstone courses require completion of a substantial
formal research paper and/or oral/poster presentations of their research projects reflect
communication skills. Capstone courses are PY 480 Psychology Seminar, PY 490 Psychology
Research Project, SY 450 Modern Sociological Theory, and SY 460 Methods of Social
Research. For graduate students, completion of a thesis and oral defense are indicative of
these skills.

Action Plan
Encourage more lower-level students to make use of the new UWA Writing Center, possibly
require students in PY 205 and SY 200 to visit the writing center if a predetermined number of
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writing errors occur in key assignments.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status
Planned

1.3.1 Measures
Performance on capstone projects.
Student ability to communicate effectively is evidenced by successful completion of writing
projects and/or presentations in capstone courses for undergraduate students and successful
thesis defense for graduate students. See the Project Attachments for grading rubrics.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.3.1.1 Targets
Of students who attend at least 66% of meetings in the above capstone courses, at
least 70% will earn a 70% or better on the manuscript and presentation portions of the
grading rubrics for classes. Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS In PY 480, 83% of students earned 70% or better; in PY 490, 100% earned 70% or
better; in SY 450, 50% earned 70% or better, and in SY 460, 100% earned 70% or
better on manuscript and presentation portions of class content.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to stress writing competence in lower-level courses like PY 205 and SY
200. Encourage struggling writers to make use of the new Writing Center services.

1.3.1.2 Targets
Of graduate students who opt to write a thesis, 70% or more will successfully
complete and defend a thesis when they attempt it, earning at least a B in the final
semester of PY 590. Not Reported this Period

TARGET

FINDINGS No graduate students attempted a thesis defense this period.

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty will encourage graduate students to opt for thesis option if that is best for
the student's career aspirations.
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1.4 Outcome
Critical Thinking
Students in behavioral sciences will be able to think critically about and synthesize complex
major-related concepts.

Action Plan
Faculty teaching upper level classes will provide examples of assignments that require critical
thinking to ensure that it is emphasized across the curriculum. The procedures for administering
the comprehensive exam will be reviewed to ensure that the test reflects current course offerings.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status

1.4.1 Measures
Performance on capstone projects.
Student ability to think critically is evidenced by successful completion of projects in capstone
courses for undergraduate students and successful thesis defense or completion of
comprehensive exams for graduate students. Undergraduate capstone courses requiring
generation of psychological or sociological research ideas and complicated interpretation of
research results include PY 480 Psychology Seminar, PY 490 Psychology Research Project,
SY 450 Modern Sociological Theory, and SY 460 Methods of Social Research. Graduate
students must think critically in order to successfully write and defend a thesis and to
complete comprehensive exams. See the Project Attachments for grading rubrics.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.4.1.1 Targets
Of students who attend at least 66% of meetings of capstone courses mentioned
above, 70% or more will earn at least a 70% in those respective courses on
assignments emphasizing critical thinking skills. Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS In PY 480, 67% of students earned 70% or better; in PY 490, 100% earned 70% or
better; in SY 450, 50% earned 70% or better, and in SY 460, 100% earned 70% or
better on assignments emphasizing critical thinking skills.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to explore activities that require critical thinking in all 300- and 400-level
PY and SY courses.
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1.4.1.2 Targets
Of graduate students attempting a thesis defense or comprehensive examination, at
least 70% will be successful Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS The comprehensive exam was administered 63 times. 54% of those attempts were
successful.

RECOMMENDATIONS Ensure students understand the importance of all material covered on the
comprehensive final exam.

1.5 Outcome
Sociocultural and International Awareness
Students in behavioral sciences will show sufficient understanding of responsible citizenship,
political issues, and ethnic relations.

Action Plan
Faculty will provide examples of assignments that stress responsible citizenship, political issues,
and ethnic relations to ensure that they are emphasized across the curriculum.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status

1.5.1 Measures
Performance in courses in which the content emphasizes sociocultural differences.
While all behavioral science courses aim to broaden student sociocultural awareness, some
courses make cultural diversity a central theme. Student appreciation of cultural diversity is
evidenced by student success in those courses. Particular courses dealing with sociocultural
differences include PY 330 Social Psychology, PY 436 Psychology of Women, SY 312 Minority
Relations, and SY 326 Sociology of Gender.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.5.1.1 Targets
Of students who attend at least 66% of class meetings in the courses listed above, at
least 70% will earn a final grade of 70% or better. Partially Met

TARGET
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FINDINGS In PY 330, 63% of students earned 70% or better; in PY 436, 100% earned 70% or
better; in SY 312, 46% earned 70% or better, and in SY 326, 88% earned 70% or
better.

RECOMMENDATIONS Encourage students to engage in UWA student groups and activities that promote
diversity, awareness, and sensitivity to social and political issues.

1.6 Outcome
Continuing Education and Career Planning
Students will gain knowledge and understanding of continuing education possibilities and
career options.

Action Plan
Students in PY 205 and SY 200 will engage in resume/CV activities provided by career services.
Those faculty will also be encouraged to host a least one guest speaker every semester to answer
questions about careers in the field.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status
Planned

1.6.1 Measures
Student surveys
Student knowledge and preparedness for further education or employment is evidenced by a
brief survey given to students at time points prior to and after they earn their degree.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.6.1.1 Targets
At least 80% of graduates of the Department of Behavioral Sciences will indicate in an
exit questionnaire that they feel that their courses have adequately prepared them for
careers or graduate work. Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS 90% of graduating psychology majors indicated that they felt prepared for careers
or graduate work. No information was available for SY graduates.

RECOMMENDATIONS Make sure that surveys are completed by all graduating students.
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1.7 Outcome
Support faculty-led research
The Department of Behavioral Sciences will encourage and support faculty who wish to
engage in research through the availability of 1-3 credit research practicum courses in
psychology and sociology. The research practicum serves two important purposes: providing
faculty with an opportunity for development and scholarship, and providing students with
enhanced mentorship and research experience.

Action Plan
Encourage students to become involved in faculty-led research early in their academic career.

Budget Source  Amount
$0.00

 Due
no due date
set

 Status
Planned

1.7.1 Measures
Enrollment in PY 498 and SY 498.
Enrollment in PY 498 and SY 498.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.7.1.1 Targets
Research practica will have an enrollment of at least 2 students each time they are
offered. Partially Met

TARGET

FINDINGS PY and SY 498 each had one student enrolled during this reporting period.

RECOMMENDATIONS Revise this measure to include other forms of faculty-led research such as PY and
SY 307: independent study, certain selected topics courses, etc.

1.7.2 Measures
Products of faculty-led research.
Faculty-led research may produce publications or conference presentations thereby
providing students with the full experience of being an academic.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.7.2.1 Targets
Met
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TARGET Each research practicum will generate at least one conference or journal
submission within a year after the practicum ends.

FINDINGS Dr. Waters and the student in PY 498 was scheduled to present at a conference
that was cancelled due to the pandemic. Dr. Fenton and the SY 498 student present
this month.

RECOMMENDATIONS Continue to encourage students to engage in faculty research projects. Another
student researcher had a presentation scheduled, but she was not enrolled in PY
498.

Project Attachments (17)

Attachments File Size

   2017-2018 Department of Behavioral Sciences Annual Plans.pdf 981KB

   entrance exit exam psychology.docx 29KB

   New PY598 Syllabus-1.docx 143KB

   New PY599 Syllabus.docx 143KB

   Practicum Supervisor Form.pdf 16KB

   Prerequisites for PY 598 and PY 599.docx 10KB

   PY 205 syllabus SP 18.docx 36KB

   PY 330 Article Response Rubric FA 18.docx 13KB

   PY 330 Paper Grading Sheet.pdf 49KB

   PY 490 complete syllabus Sp 19.pdf 277KB

   PY 498 -Waters.docx 24KB
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   PY 498 complete syllabus F 19.doc 49KB

   PY 530 syllabus FA 18.docx 36KB

   Sociology exit exam.docx 24KB

   Supervision Agreement.doc 30KB

   SY 200 final paper assignment.pdf 140KB

   SY460_Rubric.pdf 33KB
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