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Institutional Mission
To bring about positive change through education, service, and outreach

Departmental Mission
As part of its overall mission, the University of West Alabama encourages faculty to be "committed to
providing leadership and fostering positive growth throughout West Alabama through research and public
service, with primary emphasis on that which meets the educational, social, cultural, and economic needs of
the region.” Although primary emphasis may be placed on the immediate region, the University encourages
applied and pure research that furthers the knowledge base of a faculty member’s discipline and results in
publications, presentations, and/or papers as well as research leading to grant proposals in coordination with
the Office of Sponsored Programs. Moreover, faculty are encouraged to engage students in research
opportunities when appropriate in order to enrich the students’ academic experience. Research leading to
publication, presentations, and/or papers or to grants is one of the assessment criteria considered in the
promotion and tenure of faculty.

1 GOAL

Address the educational, social, and cultural needs of the overall student body

Address the educational, social, and cultural needs of the overall student body

1.1 OUTCOME

Educational research

Faculty and/or students will participate in and seek funding for research that addresses the
educational needs of the region.

1.1.1 MEASURES

Research impacting educational needs

Researchers will conduct research aimed at improving teaching skills, increasing knowledge
of particular course subject matter, and/or otherwise impacting the educational needs of the
region.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

University
Wide
Research 2018-2019

External Review 1
GOALS 5
OUTCOMES 10
MEASURES 0
TARGETS 10
FINDINGS 1
ATTACHMENTS
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1.1.1.1 TARGETS

Research efforts will lead to publication, presentation, scholarly papers, or
services/projects. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Department of Instructional Leadership and Support 2018-2019: Scholarly Research
– Ten faculty members conducted six research projects, including the submission
of two professional books, papers, and/or articles and three presentations at three
conferences. Topics included, but are not limited to, “Hands-on Math using Art and
Manipulatives”, “Passing the PRAXIS is Easy as PIE: Practical Practice, Immediate
Feedback, and Engagement with Peers”, and “Developing student growth through
effective inclusion skill sets in the rural Black Belt region of Alabama and
Mississippi”. Department of Business Administration, Management, and Marketing
2018-2019: Scholarly Research – Two faculty members conducted one presentation
at one conference. Topic included, but not limited to, “Integrating Entrepreneurial
Leadership Practices through Student Engagement in MBA Consulting Projects”.
Department of History and Social Sciences 2018-2019: Scholarly Research –One
faculty member conducted one presentation at one conference. Topic is “Selma
and the Women’s Suffrage Movement”. Department of Languages and Literature
2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One faculty member conducted one research
project that is on-going research. Topic is on Southern poet Natasha Trethewey,
especially her collection Bellocq’s Ophelia, which tells of the lives of mixed-race sex
workers in late nineteenth-century New Orleans. Department of Physical Education
and Athletic Training 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One faculty member
conducted four research projects that included two presentations at two
conferences. Topics included “The Elbow and Forearm”, and “The Ankle and Lower
Leg”. Department of Environmental and Biological Sciences 2018-2019: Scholarly
Research – One faculty member conducted two presentations at one conference.
Topics included “So What’s Up with Roundup?” and “How Does Roundup Affect the
Microbial and Nutrient Habitat of Soil?”.

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to conduct research aimed at improving teaching
skills, increasing knowledge of particular course subject matter, and/or otherwise
impacting the educational needs of the region.
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1.1.2 MEASURES

Acquire funding for research in all areas

Individuals will seek funding in order to conduct research that leads to further study and/or
projects/services. Research conducted will have primary emphasis placed on subjects that
identify or meet the educational, social, cultural, and economic needs of the region. The
Office of Sponsored Programs and Research will assist faculty and staff in submitting grant
proposals for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding for
research.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.1.2.1 TARGETS

Secure funding for educational research and related projects. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Faculty within the College of Business was awarded one grant during the 2018-2019
academic year. Dr. A. Allen received a Mentoring and Agriculture Leadership grant
funded by National Young Farmers Ed Association in the amount of $32,128.00.
Faculty within the College of Education received one grant throughout the 2018-
2019 academic year. Dr. E. Howard received a Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test
Assessment grant funded by Alabama Department of Early Childhood and
Education in the amount of $2,385.00. Faculty within the College of Natural
Sciences and Mathematics received multiply grants throughout the 2018-2019
academic year. Dr. McCall received an Implementing Novel STEM Practices in Rural
Education - (INSPIRE) grant funded by National Science Foundation in the amount
of $1,383,495.00. Dr. Morsy received a Students Seed Grants for three groups of
students that was sponsored by the OSPR in the amount of $900.00; a Science
Saturdays for K-12 grant sponsored by Tombigbee Resource Conservation &
Development Council in the amount of $2,000.00; and a University Research
Symposium funded by Tombigbee Resource Conservation & Development Council
in the amount of $2,000.00 TOTAL GRANTS = 6 TOTAL FUNDING = $1,422,908.00

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to seek funding in order to conduct research that
leads to further study and/or projects/services. The Office of Sponsored Programs
and Research will continue to assist faculty and staff in submitting grant proposals
for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding
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for research.

1.2 OUTCOME

Economic research

Faculty and/or students will generate studies and conduct research to impact the economic
needs and/or economic development of the region.

Supported Initiatives (1)
GENERAL EDUCATION

Expose students to a universe of human knowledge

1.2.1 MEASURES

Research on economic issues of the region

Researchers will design and conduct projects that may lead to publication, presentations,
and/or scholarly papers regarding the economic needs and/or development of the region.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.2.1.1 TARGETS

Research efforts will lead to publication, presentation, scholarly papers, or
services/projects. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Department of Accounting, Finance, and Economics 2018-2019: Scholarly Research
– One faculty member conducted one research projects that included one
presentation at one conference. Topic was “Is Public Spending on Pharmaceuticals
Efficient? A Two-step Analysis of Pharmaceutical Expenditure and Gross Domestic
Product”. Department of Business Administration, Management, and Marketing
2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One faculty member conducted one research
project that included one presentation at one conference. Topic was “Country
Location as a determinant of direct foreign investment in Africa: An Empirical
Study”.

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to design and conduct projects that may lead to
publication, presentations, and/or scholarly papers regarding the economic needs
and/or development of the region.
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1.2.2 MEASURES

Acquire funding for research in all areas

Individuals will seek funding in order to conduct research that leads to further study and/or
projects/services. Research conducted will have primary emphasis placed on subjects that
identify or meet the educational, social, cultural, and economic needs of the region. The
Office of Sponsored Programs and Research will assist faculty and staff in submitting grant
proposals for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding for
research.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.2.2.1 TARGETS

Secure funding for studies on the economic needs of the region. Secure
funding for research that may lead to projects and/or services that can
impact the economic development of the region. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Faculty within the College of Business received multiple grants throughout the
2018-2019 academic year. Dr. S. Stipe received an “IRS Vita Grant”, Sponsored by
IRS in the amount of $3,300.00 and a Tax Preparation Program funded by Impact
America in the amount of $3,000.00. Dr. V. Triplett received a National Summer
Transportation Institute grant funded by AL Dept. of Transportation p/t FHWA in
the amount of $24,998.00. Small Business Development Center received multiply
grant throughout the 2018-2019 academic year. Mr. Donald Mills was awarded a
Small Business Development Center Federal funded by University of Alabama pas
through Small Business Administration in the amount of $23,380.00; a Small
Business Development Center State funded by University of Alabama pas through
State Small Business Administration in the amount of $44,649.00; and a
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise through Alabama Department of
Transportation in the amount of $157,287.00. Economic and Workforce
Development received a grant throughout the 2018-2019 academic year. Dr. Tina
Jones was awarded a Certified Nursing Assistant & Auto-Tech Program grant
funded by Alabama Department of Community and Economic Affairs in the
amount of $264,085.00. TOTAL GRANTS = 7 TOTAL FUNDING = $520,699.00

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to seek funding in order to conduct research that
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leads to further study and/or projects/services. The Office of Sponsored Programs
and Research will continue to assist faculty and staff in submitting grant proposals
for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding
for research.

1.3 OUTCOME

Social research

Faculty and/or students will conduct research on regionally relevant social issues.

1.3.1 MEASURES

Research on regionally relevant social issues

Researchers will implement studies on regionally relevant social issues leading to publication,
presentations, and/or papers.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.3.1.1 TARGETS

Research efforts will lead to publication, presentation, scholarly papers, or
services/projects. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Department of Behavioral Sciences 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One faculty
member conducted two research projects, including professional book, paper,
and/or article and one presentation at one conference. Topics included “Interracial
Adoptive Families at the Intersection of Race and Disability” and “The End of
International Adoption: An Unraveling Reproductive Market and the Politics of
Healthy Babies”.

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to implement studies on regionally relevant social
issues leading to publication, presentations, and/or papers.

1.3.2 MEASURES

Acquire funding for research in all areas

Individuals will seek funding in order to conduct research that leads to further study and/or
projects/services. Research conducted will have primary emphasis placed on subjects that
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identify or meet the educational, social, cultural, and economic needs of the region. The
Office of Sponsored Programs and Research will assist faculty and staff in submitting grant
proposals for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding for
research.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.3.2.1 TARGETS

Secure funding for research on regionally relevant social issues as well as
funding for projects or services that result from research and grant
proposals. Not Reported this Period

TARGET

FINDINGS No grants were funded in the social category this academic year.
RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to seek funding in order to conduct research that

leads to further study and/or projects/services. The Office of Sponsored Programs
and Research will continue to assist faculty and staff in submitting grant proposals
for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding
for research.

1.4 OUTCOME

Cultural research

Faculty and/or students will design and implement research on the region in order to impact
and increase cultural awareness.

1.4.1 MEASURES

Research impacting cultural awareness of the region

Research proposals will be designed and implemented by faculty and/or students to impact
and increase cultural awareness within the region.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.4.1.1 TARGETS

Research efforts will lead to publication, presentation, scholarly papers, or
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services/projects. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Department of History and Social Sciences 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One
faculty member conducted one research project, including professional book,
paper, and/or article. Topic was “The Influence of Enslaved Africans on
Southeastern Indian Log Cabins. In Native-Built Log Cabins in Southeastern North
American”.

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to design and implement research to impact and
increase cultural awareness within the region.

1.4.2 MEASURES

Acquire funding for research in all areas

Individuals will seek funding in order to conduct research that leads to further study and/or
projects/services. Research conducted will have primary emphasis placed on subjects that
identify or meet the educational, social, cultural, and economic needs of the region. The
Office of Sponsored Programs and Research will assist faculty and staff in submitting grant
proposals for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding for
research.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.4.2.1 TARGETS

Secure funding for cultural research proposals and projects that result from
the research related to proposals. Not Reported this Period

TARGET

FINDINGS No grants were funded in the cultural category this academic year.
RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to seek funding in order to conduct research that

leads to further study and/or projects/services. The Office of Sponsored Programs
and Research will continue to assist faculty and staff in submitting grant proposals
for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding
for research.
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1.5 OUTCOME

Basic or applied research in discipline-specific areas

Faculty and/or students will engage in basic or applied research in discipline-specific areas of
concentration.

1.5.1 MEASURES

Research in discipline-specific areas

Faculty and/or staff and/ or students will design and implement basic or applied research in
discipline-specific concentrations to further the study and/or projects/services in particular
areas of interests.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.5.1.1 TARGETS

Research efforts will lead to publication, presentation, scholarly papers, or
services/projects. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Department of Accounting, Finance, and Economics 2018-2019: Scholarly Research
– Two faculty members conducted two research projects that included 2
presentations at one conference. Topics included, but are not limited to, “Analysis
of FBNDX Fund” and “Analysis of PHYZX Fund”. Department of Business
Administration, Management, and Marketing 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One
faculty member conducted one research project that included one presentation at
one conference. Topic was “UWA and NYFEA Partnership”. Department of
Instructional Leadership and Support 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – Twenty
faculty members conducted twenty-four research projects, including sixteen on-
going research, professional books, papers, and/or articles and eight presentations
at seven conferences. Topics included, but are not limited to, “Laps and Apps”,
“Developing rural educators to serve students with disabilities”, and “School
Counselors Help Build Resilience after Natural Disaster”. Department of Languages
and Literature 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – Four faculty members conducted
four research projects, including four on-going research, professional books,
papers, and/or articles and two presentations at two conferences. Topics included,
but are not limited to, “Pictures from the Past”, “The Graveyard Excursion:
Wordsworth and the Sympathetic Imagination”, and “The Theoretics of Love”.
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Department of History and Social Sciences 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – Two
faculty members conducted five research projects, including four on-going
research, professional books, papers, and/or articles and one presentation at one
conference. Topics include, but not limited to, “La philosophie pratique:
fondements, enjeux et perspectives”, “A Millennium of Salt Production in Southwest
Alabama”, and “The Archaeology of Sale in Eastern North America”. Department of
Behavioral Sciences 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – Two faculty members
conducted two research projects, including two professional books, papers, and/or
articles. Topics included “Risk of Opioid Addiction in a College Population” and
“Foundations of Emergency Management”. Department of Communications 2018-
2019: Scholarly Research – One faculty member conducted two research projects,
including one professional books, papers, and/or articles, and one presentation at
one conference. Topics included “Best Pedagogical Practices for Online
Communication Courses” and “How ‘Tidying Up’ Can Improve Your Marketing
Strategy”. Department of Physical Education and Athletic Training 2018-2019:
Scholarly Research – Three faculty members conducted twelve research projects,
including nine on-going research, professional books, papers, and/or articles and
three presentations at two conferences. Topics included, but are not limited to,
“NATA/NATA Foundation Position Statements: Review, Refresh, and Discuss”,
“Who Are You and Where Do you Live?”, and “ How the National Collegiate Athletic
Association Committee on Competitive Safeguards and Medical Aspects of Sports
Functions”. Department of Environmental and Biological Sciences 2018-2019:
Scholarly Research – Six faculty members conducted twenty-six research projects,
including on-going research, eleven professional books, papers, and/or articles and
fourteen presentations at six conferences. Topics included, but are not limited to,
“The Alabama Flora: Getting the word out on a neglected flora that is full of
surprises”, “Isolating Microbes from Soil in Search of Novel Antibiotics”, and
“Update on eDNA Surveys of Three Imperiled Freshwater Fishes”. Department of
Physical Sciences 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One faculty member conducting
five on-going research projects. Topics included, but are not limited to, “Isolation
and application of potential neuromuscular toxin from the Zanthoxylum Clava-
herculis L.”, “Making a natural clear coffee”, and “Michael Addition Reaction:
Oxidation of urushiol from poison ivy with Bovine Serum Albumin (BSA)”. Division
of Nursing 2018-2019: Scholarly Research – One faculty member conducted two
research projects, including 2 presentations at one conference. Topics included, but
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are not limited to, “Presented Mentoring” and “An Exploration of Formal Mentoring
Experiences of Junior Faculty in Associate Degree Nursing Programs”.

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and/or staff and/ or students will continue to design and implement basic
or applied research in discipline-specific concentrations to further the study and/or
projects/services in particular areas of interests.

1.5.2 MEASURES

Acquire funding for research in all areas

Individuals will seek funding in order to conduct research that leads to further study and/or
projects/services. Research conducted will have primary emphasis placed on subjects that
identify or meet the educational, social, cultural, and economic needs of the region. The
Office of Sponsored Programs and Research will assist faculty and staff in submitting grant
proposals for external funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by
the Office of Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding for
research.
SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

1.5.2.1 TARGETS

Secure funding for basic or applied research proposals and projects in
discipline-specific areas of concentration. Met

TARGET

FINDINGS Faculty within the College of Business received no grants throughout the 2018-2019
academic year. Faculty within the College of Education received multiply grants
throughout the 2018-2019 academic year. Dr. J. Miller received a NAEYC
Accreditation grant funded by Alabama Department of Early Childhood and
Education in the amount of $10,000.00 and a 1+1 Graduate Ed Program - Republic
of Korea grant funded by Alabama Commission of Higher Education in the amount
of $3,000.00. Dr. J. Winship received a "Comparative Study of Domestic &
International Rural Education" grant funded by Reaching & Meeting Needs
Worldwide Ministry in the amount of $55,000.00. Faculty within the College of
Liberal Arts received two grants throughout the 2018-2019 academic year. Dr. A.
Brown received a 2019 Folk life Festival grant funded by Alabama State Council on
Arts in the amount of $1,650.00. Dr. Joe Taylor received a Meet your Authors grant
funded by Alabama Humanities Foundation in the amount of $3,000.00. Faculty
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within the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics received multiple grants
throughout the 2018-2019 academic year. Dr. Brian Keener received a Plant
Taxonomy grant funded by Battelle in the amount of $1,892.00 and a Botanical
Taxonomy – Arkansas grant funded by Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission in
the amount of $3,844.00. Dr. T. King received a Postharvest Intervention to
Improve Quality & Microbial Safety of Microgreens grant funded by UA - pass thru
from USDA Crop block grant in the amount of $9,003.00. Dr. Kevin Morse received
a City of Boaz Water Samples contract funded by City of Boaz in the amount of
$3,008.00 and a Tyson Foods Water Samples contract funded by Tyson Foods in
the amount of $3,552.00. Dr. Michael Sandel received a Status of Southern Walleye
grant funded by "AL Dept. Conservation & Natural Resources p/t U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service" in the amount of $183,594.00 and an Understanding the
Distribution and Range of the Trispot Darter in the Big Canoe Creek Watershed
grant funded by Cawaco Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc. p/t
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation in the amount of $91,052.00. Dr. Mustafa Morsy
received an Enhancement of Strawberry Production using Microbial Symbionts. The
United States Department of Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant –Farm Bill
Program in the amount of $25,000.00. Dr. Yun Ho Kim received a UWA Grant – “A
study of preparing clear coffee in the amount of $1,000.00. Office of International
Programs received a grant throughout the 2018-2019 academic year. Ms. I. Galinat
received the France on Campus grant funded by French Embassy in the US in the
amount of $1,000.00. TOTAL GRANTS = 15 TOTAL FUNDING = $395,595.00

RECOMMENDATIONS Faculty and staff will continue to seek funding in order to conduct research that
leads to further study and/or projects/services. The Office of Sponsored Programs
and Research will assist faculty and staff in submitting grant proposals for external
funding. Internal grant programs, primarily the seed grants funded by the Office of
Sponsored Programs and Research, will provide some internal funding for research.
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