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Due Date

no due date
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Department of History and Social Sciences
Completed

Goal
1 Address the educational, social, and cultural needs of the overall student body.

Address the educational, social, and cultural needs of the overall student body.

Outcomes
1.1 Provide adequate attention to students

Description

History survey courses will be capped in order to ensure that students receive the
proper amount of attention. Likewise, this will afford instructors greater opportunities
for one-on-one interaction and for fostering the type of teacher-student relationships
that are part of the University's stated mission.

Action Plan

Planned

Hire a new tenure track historian to enable department to cap classes at 25 and ensure
adequate student-to-teacher ratio.

To bring about positive change through education, service, and outreach

Institutional Mission

The History and Social Sciences faculty are dedicated to teaching students how to
understand, appreciate, and practice the conventions and methodologies of History,
Political Science, and Anthropology, and use those practices to effectively communicate
historical and social-scientific knowledge.

Departmental Mission



set

# Action Item
Date

Created
Due Date Status

1 9/19/2018

Measures

1.1.1 Limit the number of students allowed in individual survey courses

Description

The number of students allowed in individual survey courses will be limited.

Targets

1.1.1.1 Cap survey courses at 25 students per instructor
Partially Met

Target

Finding

In Fall 2017, 7 out of 11 sections of introductory History courses had over 25 students; in
Spring 2018, 8 out of 9 sections of introductory History courses had over 25 students.

Recommendations

To meet the needs of the students, department should hire a new tenure track
Historian.

1.2 Provide a generalist education in History

Description

History graduates will demonstrate a broad-based, generalized knowledge of
American and western history.

Measures

1.2.1 Departmental Exit Exam

Description

Graduating seniors will attain an acceptable score on a revised departmental exit
exam.



exam.

Targets

1.2.1.1
Ninety percent of graduate seniors will attain an acceptable score on the
departmental exit exam.
Met

Target

Finding

100% of students taking the exit exam scored a 70 percent or higher

Recommendations

Continue to offer the current exit exam to ensure that students are learning and
retaining material over the course of their undergraduate studies.

1.3 Produce written work that critically interprets historical data.

Description

History majors will demonstrate the ability to produce written work that critically
interprets and clearly explains historical data obtained in their own research.

Measures

1.3.1 Students will complete required capstone course

Description

Students will successfully complete the required capstone course, HY 400, in their
first attempt.

Targets

1.3.1.1
Instructors will determine whether students have satisfied this HY400
Rubric element (see attached rubric) by showing they can competently
assign relative weight to data when fashioning a historical narrative.
Met

Target

Finding

All students taking HY 400 in the past academic year passed the capstone course with
a grade of "C" or higher.



Recommendations

Continue to focus on students completing both the written report and the oral
presentation of their material as the major goal of the Department of History and
Social Sciences for our History majors.

1.3.2 Students will be expected to produce writing assignments

Description

Curriculum will include more and more serious written assignments which will yield
better writing skills.

Targets

1.3.2.1

Rigorous, small-scale writing assignments across the curriculum will prepare
students to undertake longer-form work by the time they participate in the
capstone seminar. Each course will include multiple writing assignments as
well as essay exams.
Met

Target

Finding

All History courses in the Department of History and Social Sciences now require some
written assignments.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students developing their critical reasoning skills through written
argumentation.

1.4 Assess historical events and developments through time.

Description

History majors will demonstrate the ability to assess historical events and
developments through time and across sub-field boundaries.

Measures

1.4.1 Students will complete required capstone course

Description



Students will successfully complete the required capstone course, HY 400, in their
first attempt.

Targets

1.4.1.1

Students in HY400 will be judged on this HY400 Rubric element (see
attached) for their ability to recognize and explain historical change and
development within the relevant and historiographical and chronological
frameworks.
Met

Target

Finding

All students taking HY 400 in the past academic year passed the capstone course with
a grade of "C" or higher.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students completing both the written report and the oral
presentation of their material as the major goal of the Department of History and
Social Sciences for our History majors.

1.4.2 Students will be expected to produce writing assignments

Description

Curriculum will include more and more serious written assignments which will yield
better writing skills.

Targets

1.4.2.1

Rigorous, small-scale writing assignments across the curriculum will prepare
students to undertake longer-form work by the time they participate in the
capstone seminar. Each course will include multiple writing assignments as
well as essay exams.
Met

Target

Finding

All History courses in the Department of History and Social Sciences now require some
written assignments.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students developing their critical reasoning skills through written
argumentation.



argumentation.

1.4.3 Departmental Exit Exam

Description

Graduating seniors will attain an acceptable score on a revised departmental exit
exam.

Targets

1.4.3.1
Ninety percent of graduate seniors will attain an acceptable score on the
departmental exit exam.
Met

Target

Finding

100% of students taking the exit exam scored a 70 percent or higher

Recommendations

Continue to offer the current exit exam to ensure that students are learning and
retaining material over the course of their undergraduate studies.

1.5 Organize and conduct original historical research.

Description

History majors will demonstrate the ability to organize and conduct original historical
research outlining an array of primary and secondary source materials.

Measures

1.5.1 Students will complete required capstone course

Description

Students will successfully complete the required capstone course, HY 400, in their
first attempt.

Targets
Students in HY400 will have opportunities to satisfy this HY400 Rubric
element (see attached) through a series of draft exercises their ability to



1.5.1.1 element (see attached) through a series of draft exercises their ability to
conceive, organize, and execute historical research projects.
Met

Target

Finding

All students taking HY 400 in the past academic year passed the capstone course with
a grade of "C" or higher.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students completing both the written report and the oral
presentation of their material as the major goal of the Department of History and
Social Sciences for our History majors.

1.5.2 Students will be expected to produce writing assignments

Description

Curriculum will include more and more serious written assignments which will yield
better writing skills.

Targets

1.5.2.1

Rigorous, small-scale writing assignments across the curriculum will prepare
students to undertake longer-form work by the time they participate in the
capstone seminar. Each course will include multiple writing assignments as
well as essay exams.
Met

Target

Finding

All History courses in the Department of History and Social Sciences now require some
written assignments.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students developing their critical reasoning skills through written
argumentation.

1.5.3 Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.

Description



The history department will continue to offer HY300-Historical Methodologies and
will require it of all history major. Majors will complete HY300 in either the second
semester of their sophomore year or the first semester of their junior year. HY300
achieves two basic ends, both of which are mechanical: (1) To give students the
basics in historiography and historical methodology. (2) To teach formal term paper
construction by requiring each student to research, organize, and write a formal
term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert with
content courses required of history majors, preparing them for the capstone
projects they will design and complete in HY400.

Targets

1.5.3.1
Completion of semester-long Methods paper project with a grade of C or
better will indicate that students have satisfied this requirement.
Met

Target

Finding

In the 2017-18 academic year, 8 students took the Methodologies class, and 5 passed
with a grade of "C" or better.

Recommendations

Clearly, this course is necessary to provide students with the skills necessary to
research, write, and present an adequate paper based on the standards of the
historical profession. That all students who took the capstone course, HY 400, passed,
indicates that this course is preparing UWA history majors for the rigors of the
profession.

1.6 Demonstrated facility in, and respect for, historical methodology.

Description

History majors will develop strong critical thinking skills and will demonstrate their
facility in, and respect for, the discipline's conventions and methodologies.

Measures

1.6.1 Students will complete required capstone course



Description

Students will successfully complete the required capstone course, HY 400, in their
first attempt.

Targets

1.6.1.1
Students in HY400, through their senior projects, will demonstrate their skill
in applying the methodological conventions to which they were introduced in
HY300.
Met

Target

Finding

All students taking HY 400 in the past academic year passed the capstone course with
a grade of "C" or higher.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students completing both the written report and the oral
presentation of their material as the major goal of the Department of History and
Social Sciences for History majors.

1.6.2 Students will be expected to produce writing assignments

Description

Curriculum will include more and more serious written assignments which will yield
better writing skills.

Targets

1.6.2.1

The history faculty will maintain portfolios of at least two sample papers
(chosen by the students themselves) from each declared history major's
major-field courses. Faculty advisers and the department chair will evaluate
these portfolios annually and, when necessary, students will be steered
toward the university's writing proficiency program and/or into additional
history courses.
Met

Target

Finding

Department has successfully completed a full year of collecting writing samples from
students.



Recommendations

Continue to collect writing samples to amass enough data to help faculty understand
students' writing over time and make changes if necessary.

1.6.3 Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.

Description

The history department will continue to offer HY300-Historical Methodologies and
will require it of all history major. Majors will complete HY300 in either the second
semester of their sophomore year or the first semester of their junior year. HY300
achieves two basic ends, both of which are mechanical: (1) To give students the
basics in historiography and historical methodology. (2) To teach formal term paper
construction by requiring each student to research, organize, and write a formal
term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert with
content courses required of history majors, preparing them for the capstone
projects they will design and complete in HY400.

Targets

1.6.3.1
Completion of semester-long Methods paper project with a grade of C or
better will indicate that students have satisfied this requirement.
Met

Target

Finding

In the 2017-18 academic year, 8 students took the Methodologies class, and 5 passed
with a grade of "C" or better.

Recommendations

Clearly, this course is necessary to provide students with the skills necessary to
research, write, and present an adequate paper based on the standards of the
historical profession. That all students who took the capstone course, HY 400, passed,
indicates that this course is preparing UWA history majors for the rigors of the
profession.

1.7 Value judgments and comparative assessments about empirical data.



Description

History majors will demonstrate their ability to make value judgments and
comparative assessments about empirical data used in historical investigation.

Measures

1.7.1 Students will complete required capstone course

Description

Students will successfully complete the required capstone course, HY 400, in their
first attempt.

Targets

1.7.1.1
Students in HY400 (senior capstone course) will satisy this HY400 Rubric
element (see attached rubric) by demonstrating their adeptness at
identifying and synthesizing primary source materials.
Met

Target

Finding

All students taking HY 400 in the past academic year passed the capstone course with
a grade of "C" or higher.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students completing both the written report and the oral
presentation of their material as the major goal of the Department of History and
Social Sciences for our History majors.

1.7.2 Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.

Description

The history department will continue to offer HY300-Historical Methodologies and
will require it of all history major. Majors will complete HY300 in either the second
semester of their sophomore year or the first semester of their junior year. HY300
achieves two basic ends, both of which are mechanical: (1) To give students the
basics in historiography and historical methodology. (2) To teach formal term paper
construction by requiring each student to research, organize, and write a formal
term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert with



term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert with
content courses required of history majors, preparing them for the capstone
projects they will design and complete in HY400.

Targets

1.7.2.1
Completion of semester-long Methods paper project with a grade of C or
better will indicate that students have satisfied this requirement.
Met

Target

Finding

In the 2017-18 academic year, 8 students took the Methodologies class, and 5 passed
with a grade of "C" or better.

Recommendations

Clearly, this course is necessary to provide students with the skills necessary to
research, write, and present an adequate paper based on the standards of the
historical profession. That all students who took the capstone course, HY 400, passed,
indicates that this course is preparing our history majors for the rigors of our
profession.

1.8
Value judgments and comparative assessments of secondary source
materials.

Description

History majors will demonstrate their ability to make value judgments and
comparative assessments of secondary source materials which include, but are not
limited to, journals, monographs, and electronic media.

Measures

1.8.1 Students will complete required capstone course

Description

Students will successfully complete the required capstone course, HY 400, in their
first attempt.



Targets

1.8.1.1

Instructors evaluating students' final projects in HY400 will judge the depth
and rigor of students' inquiries into extant historical literature to establish
whether students have satisfied this this HY400 Rubric element (see
attached rubric).
Met

Target

Finding

All students taking HY 400 in the past academic year passed the capstone course with
a grade of "C" or higher.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students completing both the written report and the oral
presentation of their material as the major goal of the Department of History and
Social Sciences for our History majors.

1.8.2 Students will be expected to produce writing assignments

Description

Curriculum will include more and more serious written assignments which will yield
better writing skills.

Targets

1.8.2.1
Starting in the introductory History courses (Western Civ and American
History), students will be assigned secondary sources and will be assessed
through either exams or book reviews.
Met

Target

Finding

Every introductory History course included secondary sources.

Recommendations

These assignments have proven useful for teaching the students how to interpret
secondary sources and develop their critical reasoning skills.

1.8.3 Department will offer specialized instruction in historical methods.

Description



The history department will continue to offer HY300-Historical Methodologies and
will require it of all history major. Majors will complete HY300 in either the second
semester of their sophomore year or the first semester of their junior year. HY300
achieves two basic ends, both of which are mechanical: (1) To give students the
basics in historiography and historical methodology. (2) To teach formal term paper
construction by requiring each student to research, organize, and write a formal
term paper. The "mechanical" skills that this class covers work in concert with
content courses required of history majors, preparing them for the capstone
projects they will design and complete in HY400.

Targets

1.8.3.1
Completion of semester-long Methods paper project with a grade of C or
better will indicate that students have satisfied this requirement.
Met

Target

Finding

In the 2017-18 academic year, 8 students took the Methodologies class, and 5 passed
with a grade of "C" or better.

Recommendations

Clearly, this course is necessary to provide students with the skills necessary to
research, write, and present an adequate paper based on the standards of the
historical profession. That all students who took the capstone course, HY 400, passed,
indicates that this course is preparing our history majors for the rigors of our
profession.

1.9
Demonstrated ability verbally to explain the significance of their own
historical research.

Description

History majors will demonstrate the ability to verbally explain the significance of their
own historical research.

Measures



1.9.1 Students will complete required capstone course

Description

Students will successfully complete the required capstone course, HY 400, in their
first attempt.

Targets

1.9.1.1

Students in HY400 will satisfy this element of the HY400 rubric (see
attached) by succesfully (per instructors' judgement) condensing the
breadth and import of their projects into clear and concise short-form
presentations.
Met

Target

Finding

All students taking HY 400 in the past academic year passed the capstone course with
a grade of "C" or higher.

Recommendations

Continue to focus on students completing both the written report and the oral
presentation of their material as the major goal of the Department of History and
Social Sciences for our History majors.

Goal
2 Establish Center for the Study of Native Americans of the Black Belt

The Department of History and Social Sciences is uniquely positioned with Native
American specialists (Dr. Ashley Dumas in Anthropology and Dr. Christopher Haveman
in History) to study the Native Americans of the Black Belt region to provide research
and teaching facilities, and to educate others on these Native Americans. The
Department of History and Social Sciences will pursue an active educational agenda
including workshops, symposia, and outreach. Eventually, the Department of History and
Social Sciences will coordinate the construction of a physical building to house the
Center near the Fort Tombecbe site.

Outcomes
2.1 Increase library holdings on Native Americans



Due Date

no due date
set

Description

Increase library holdings on Southeast, particularly Black Belt, Native-American
history and anthropology.

Action Plan

Planned

Purchase primary and secondary sources on Southeast, particularly Black Belt, Native-
American history and anthropology when library budget allows.

Measures

2.1.1 Add to library's collection

Description

Devote substantial portions of the Department's library budget to the purchase of
primary and secondary sources on Southeastern, particularly Black Belt, Native-
American history and anthropology.

Targets

2.1.1.1
Increase Native-American collection in the library by 100 volumes by Summer
2018.
Partially Met

Target

Finding

With the reduced budget of the Library, department was unable to purchase any
books for the Library.

Recommendations

When the Library, once again, receives a book budget, department will return to this
target.
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