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Accounting Club is an organization dedicated to the preparation of future professional accountants. The University of West Alabama 
Accounting Club is actively involved in numerous College of Business and Technology activities as well as sponsoring a variety of 
professional, social, and fund-raising activities for its members. 
American Marketing Association (AMA) is a collegiate chapter of the most highly regarded marketing association by practitioners and 
academicians in the world and gives our students tremendous opportunities. In addition, being an AMA collegiate member at the 
University of West Alabama offers many benefits, from national and international career resources, to professional development, 
planning and execution of collegiate chapter events, to taking part in the many marketing competitions offered annually. AMA 
collegiate members put classroom theory into practice. 
Enactus is a non-profit organization which formulates and implements free-market educational programs on school campuses, in 
surrounding communities, and statewide. This organization consists of graduate and undergraduate students from all academic 
disciplines. 
Finance Club is the organization for finance majors. The UWA finance students benefit from guest speakers and learn about graduate 
school and job opportunities. With the use of Skype, Facebook, and other media, UWA finance graduates will communicate with 
UWA Junior and Senior finance students to provide advice and information about their opportunities after graduation. 

International Student Association is organized for the purpose of promoting the establishment of a global village on campus, 

exchanging cultural values and ideas with American students, and serving as a support group for all internationals attending UWA. 
Toastmasters Club is a learn-by-doing international organization in which participants improve their speaking and leadership skills. 
Members evaluate one another’s presentations, and this feedback process is a key part of the program’s success. Meeting 
participants also give impromptu talks on assigned topics, conduct meetings, and develop skills related to timekeeping, grammar, 
and parliamentary procedure. 
 

 

Dean’s Letter 

governmental units, and public institutions through various outreach activities, and place great emphasis on preparing our graduates 
for leadership roles in the local, national, and global community.  
Our students enjoy a low student to faculty ratio, a caring faculty and staff who provide individual attention to help them succeed, a 
timely and relevant curriculum, “hands‐ on” learning opportunities which enhance career prospects and job placement, 
technologically advanced classrooms, and a wide range of student organizations and honor societies.  
Our goal is to prepare students for a successful and meaningful career, helping them grow and develop as individuals in the process. 
We strongly believe that students can succeed academically while thoroughly enjoying the total college experience. We want you to 
“make your grades” and have some fun along the way.  
After all, as our slogan says, “Do something that matters.” 

 
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS 

A Letter from Dean Bedford 
Greetings from UWA’s College of Business and Technology and welcome to our fifth annual 
student‐produced international newsletter. This newsletter is designed specifically for our 
current and incoming Chinese students. Our Chinese students continue to perform well 
academically; are involved with campus life; serve in leadership roles in various student 
organizations; and remain active in the community.  
Our dual degree program has produced quality graduates who will no doubt continue to be 
successful in graduate school and/or in their chosen career. In addition to our undergraduate 
degrees in the College of Business and Technology, we are proud of the success of our MBA 
graduate program. We hope that our Chinese students will continue their graduate education 
here at UWA.  
Our student‐oriented faculty are dedicated to providing quality education in specialized fields of 
business for our diverse student population. We actively engage with business and industry,  
 

Dr. Wayne Bedford, Dean of 

the UWA College of Business 

and Technology 



  

The Julia S. Tutwiler Library is 

a place for students to study 

as well as use computers and 

printers. Students can take a 

break in Starbucks® to have 

snacks and coffee. 

The Webb Hall 

administrative building 

is where students can 

get help regarding 

registration, tuition, 

and the Tiger payment 

card. 

The Wallace Hall 

academic building is 

where the College of 

Business and Technology 

is located and where 

most classes will be 

taught. 

Local grocery stores are 

available. 

The Young Hall Cafeteria is 

included in the meal plan! 

Luie’s Diner is located on the first 

floor of the Gilbert Dormitory, and 

a Subway restaurant location 

recently opened on campus. 

Food 

Study 

The Hoover 

Apartments  

are great on 

campus. The 

new Gilbert 

Dormitory is 

also a very 

nice place to 

live, as well as 

local rentals. 

Entertainment 

Living 

Conditions 



  

Time always goes fast, and I cannot believe I am approaching graduation soon. This is my fourth year studying and living 
at the University of West Alabama. I came here in the summer of 2012 as a freshman. Everything seemed so new and 
unfamiliar for me. I still remember the first four days when I first arrived here. As a freshman, I needed to live in the 
specific dorm called the Gilbert Hall for the whole year. However, the dorm was still closed for me and other new 
students because I came four days earlier. Thus, it was arranged for us to live in another dorm in our school. This is my 
first time to leave home and live on campus away from my parents. Thus, it’s easy to imagine how nervous and worried I 
was. The whole building of the dorm was empty because the new semester had not started. Generally speaking, I was 
the only one living in that whole building. I cried all the night because I felt lonely and missed my parents and home so 
much. However, it is my own decision to go abroad to have the study experience, thus, I needed to overcome all the 
difficulties. I will never forget this special experience. However, the most meaningful and valuable thing is that I am really 
proud of myself because I overcame the difficulties when I was only seventeen years old. Thus, I believe all of the new 
Chinese students will have the ability to overcome all kinds of difficulties as long as they have the confidence in 
themselves. And it might be the meaning of the saying at UWA: There is something about this place.  

With my major in accounting, I have learned so much professional knowledge 
during these four years of study. I really appreciate the teaching and efforts that all 
of the professors made for me. The intermediate accounting and advanced 
accounting courses taught me the accounting principles, and the individual tax and 
corporate tax courses taught me how to calculate the tax for different people and 
various types of entities. The auditing class taught me the auditing process and 
how to audit a company. All of these courses are beneficial and useful in both 
further study and daily life. I am ready for stronger challenges in my future life. 

Also, I am a member of the honor societies, Phi Kappa Phi and Delta Mu Delta. I 
really encourage the new Chinese students to join some honor societies if they 
have the chance to be invited. To be a member of the honor society, students can 
benefit a lot. For example, as a member of an honor society, this will be a highlight 
and one of the most attractive things on the resume because this represents your 
hard work, efforts, intelligence and outstanding performance in the academic 
study areas.  

Besides being a member of honor societies, I was also presented the Accounting 
Achievement Award by the Alabama Society of Certified Public Accountants at the 
Honors Day of 2016. This award is for excellence in character, personality, 
leadership and academic achievement in accounting. I am so lucky to be given this 
award. I hope the coming Chinese students in the accounting major will try their 
best to do a good job on all of the accounting courses as well as other courses. I 
believe they will have the chance to receive such awards also in the future. 

 

 

During my four-year life at UWA, I made many good friends here. Yingxian Peng (Cindy) and Zizhao Chen (Shawn) are my 
best friends. Cindy is a smart and kind girl in the accounting major program, and she is studying in graduate school at 
Pepperdine University in Los Angeles now. Cindy was my roommate last year, and she took care of me in both daily life 
and study. Whenever I had problems on the study, she taught me with patience. She always encouraged and believed in 
me when I had problems and issues. Shawn is a guy who is good at studying in finance and computer work. He is studying 
at DePaul University in Chicago in the graduate major of computational finance. We have known each other for four 
years. Whenever I had problems on the computer, he will stand out to help. All three of us are close friends, and they 
plan to come to my graduation ceremony. I believe other Chinese students can make such close friends here, also.  Make 
close and life-long friends because these friends will be your most valuable treasures in life. 

I love to study the environment here at the University of West Alabama because this place is quiet, and all of the 
professors are nice and kind. I love the people here because they will say hello and smile to you even though they do not 
know you. I love the school because I receive the deeds of success here. I believe all of the coming new students will have 
the same feeling like me when they leave here in the future. 

 

- Meizi Liu 

 



 

  

I am Xi Chen. These two years at UWA have taught and changed me a lot. 
This is a small college, and I had never heard of it before I came here. 
However, this is a right decision I would not regret. If I were not here, I 
would not meet the kind and respectful professors here. They are 
committed to helping all the students succeed, especially Dr. Adam Cai 
and Dr. Anna Cai. If I did not come here, I would not be so clear about my 
career goal. Most parts of the curriculum are well organized helping 
students qualify for CFA exams and SOA exams. Most important, I could 
not achieve what I have achieved without the help of the faculty. Thank 
you to all the professors at UWA.   

Unlike most of my classmates, I had a quite different life here. I have to 
admit that I spent most of my time in the academic study with the 
curriculum, which has given me a tough time in the last three semesters. 
But the rewards are huge. I not only received the University Scholars 
Award but also significantly improved my skills in math and programming, 
which are crucial for the study in graduate school. I qualified for two 
actuarial exams with the help of Dr. Anna Cai. The Mathematical Interest 
Theory and Financial Derivatives courses taught by her are very helpful 
giving us a comprehensive picture of the financial field. Also, they 
equipped me well for the actuarial exams.  

The courses taught by Dr. Adam Cai are very quantitative and interesting. 
They covered most topics in economics, including Optimization in 
Economics, Consumer Surplus, and Game Theory and so on. What's really 
important is not the material but changing the way of thinking from 
qualitative economics to quantitative economics. He is one of the 
smartest people I have ever seen, and he is willing to help all the students. 
Both Dr. Adam Cai and Dr. Anna Cai guided me through the graduate 
school applications and gave me useful advice.  

There are plenty of student activities other than academic work at UWA. 
You can experience leadership and develop public speaking skills in the 
UWA Finance Club. As the President of the Finance Club, I improved my 
speaking skills and learned how to organize activities. Besides, I also 
joined Toastmasters, which is another opportunity to practice my spoken 
English.  

The first day that I got to UWA seems to be yesterday, but there are less 
than two weeks until my graduation. I received admissions from Columbia 
University and the University of Illinois. I am still in the process of deciding 
which one to attend, but there is one thing to be sure. That is, I will 
continue my study in quantitative finance. These two years at UWA will 
become the most treasurable experience in my life.  

My advice for you at UWA: Listen to your heart and find what you love. All 
you need is love.  

 

Xi Chen 

 



  

I am Xinyi Xia. Coming to the U.S. was always my biggest dream since I was ten years old when I saw 
Forrest Gump for the first time. After I knew where this book was written, I was extremely happy that I 
would study at the University of West Alabama. Just after staying here a few weeks, I totally loved this 
place. My favorite thing here is a Southern culture which includes working hard, honesty, hospitality, 
friendly, and always trying to help others. It inspired me and I tried my best to learn anything about it and 
to try to do better.  

Studying at UWA is one of most enjoyable things in my life because the professors have the high quality 
and professionalism and are very glad to help students. All of my professors are very willing to help my 
classmates and me to solve problems. I got answers when I tried to ask questions from professors. 
Professors own a lot of knowledge in their mind and try to teach me knowledge. Professors also tried to 
help students’ future careers. I got a wonderful opportunity for an internship from Dr. Green and Dr. Cai. 
This internship offered me a chance to use the knowledge I learned from class to the real world. I worked 
at the Coffee Shop on Monroe as a finance intern. I took responsibility for recording revenue and cost, 
calculating of net income, giving the financial suggestions, and making food. This work experience gave me 
a strong understanding of the knowledge I learned in class. After one semester of internship, I have a good 
view of future business. I am going to graduate school after graduation. 

I just got the acceptance letter from Mississippi State University with a graduate assistantship which 
can cover all my tuition and also offer additional money for rental and living. I believe UWA helped me 
very much on my application for graduate school. I got a good GPA at UWA and prepared for the GMAT, 
but the best thing is a recommendation from my professors. They helped me in the studying side, and they 
also wanted to write a recommendation letter for me.  

The suggestion I want to tell the future students is never give up your dream and work hard on it. 

Xinyi Xia 



 

  

 

I am Shiying Chen, and my American name is 

Winnie. I will graduate in May. I very much 

appreciate the 2 + 2 international exchange 

program because I have a good time at UWA. 

Located in the small town of Livingston, UWA is 

quiet and safe for me to study. The local 

residents are hospitable and friendly. The local 

church held activities every week. It offered an 

English Speaking Class for international students 

every Tuesday night and held the fishing event 

every semester. As for study, the small-class 

teaching at UWA facilitates the communication 

between professors and students. The 

professors are patient and are willing to help 

students. Students can seek for help on the 

office hours to solve problems and ask for advice 

from professors. Generally speaking, studying at 

UWA is a great experience. After graduation 

from UWA, I will go to further study at graduate 

school and take the CPA exam. All the things are 

getting better. Best wishes to you and me!  

 

Shiying Chen 

. 
The Chinese accounting seniors served as the 

newsletter staff for this May 2016 newsletter 

edition.  They provided many of the photos 

and articles about their experiences while at 

UWA. 



 

  

 
Life in the United States has been very interesting and memorable. Spending 
two years here has been a great experience in my life. I like the weather and 
cultures here in the United States, especially the people are very friendly 
with kindness in this small town of Livingston. It was enjoyable to walk on 
the beautiful campus under the blue sky around with so many green trees 
and colorful flowers. Besides, I did learn a lot during these two years of 
study. Not only in the regular classes, but also after classes in the Accounting 
Club and Enactus, I have learned a lot of things that enhanced my knowledge 
and would benefit my future. The professors here are very patient with the 
students’ problems and questions, and they are so kind to help us with the 
recommendation letters to the graduate school. Everything here is quite 
good for my study.  
 
During the holidays, I also went to many cities for travelling. I like travel, and 
I think people can broaden their mind during the travels. I have been to 
Atlanta, New York, Boston, New Orleans, Orlando, Miami and Panama City 
Beach. I enjoyed the different cultures, customs, weather and even foods in 
those places. And cultures and life in the United States are quite different 
from those in China, and it was a great opportunity to have these wonderful 
experiences.  
 
Talking about my future plans, I have contacted some graduates to learn 
from their experiences. Yingsi Lin, who graduated two years ago from UWA, 
has finished her master’s degree at UA and then went to California to find 
jobs. She said that it’s very important to continue the graduate study in the 
state where you want to find the job and develop your future career, 
because it would be really useful and helpful with the network relationships. 
She is now working in a small firm but she can stay in touch with every 
department and use her knowledge well. She said that the work is another 
kind of study, and as a good worker, you should use your knowledge in the 
real world. According to another graduate Xudong Ye, who is now studying 
at Tulane University, life in graduate school is a little different from the life at 
UWA. There will be more students and more activities at Tulane University, 
however, the football team there isn’t as good as the football team of UWA. 
However, it’s still good and enjoyable to continue studying and being a 
student.  
 
Thanks to their opinions and suggestions, I have learned a lot from them. 
Therefore, after my graduation in May, I will go to graduate school to 
continue my accounting study. I am really looking forward to studying in a 
different city to have new experience in the United States. Moreover, I want 
to take the CPA exam during graduate school in order to get a good job in 
the accounting firms after graduation in the United States. Even though I will 
eventually go back to China after having some working experience in the 
United States, I still appreciate the great opportunities to be in the United 
States.  
 
 Mingyu Li 

 



 

  

I am Yueyi Li.  Studying at UWA is the best experience which I will 

never forget in my life. I gained a lot from here and also have 

grown a lot here. 

As of the first time I came to the US, everything was totally new to 

me. The freedom atmosphere of religion and culture, warm and 

friendly community, different way of teaching and so on, all of 

these things gave me great impact. English is no longer a subject in 

the book, and it became the tool to communicate with others. 

Passionate and welcoming friends never make me feel alone. UWA 

has different types of activities and events every week which truly 

show about the culture and nature scenery of the southern United 

States. 

However, these fantastic activities and trips made me forget one 

important thing, and that is why I came here. Yes, we are coming 

here for the high-level education, not participating in various 

events as much as you can. Of course, we can visit the major 

attractions in US during the holidays, to feel the unique culture 

from this huge territory. But as a student, the things that we 

always should put on the top of list is our academic pursuit. 

I am so grateful to the professors for their enthusiasm and 

professionalism of academics that made me have a great change of 

my attitude of learning. That influenced me to seriously consider 

the value of the reasonableness of different goals, and use the 

resources to plan out several different routes to achieve the 

desired goals. Thanks for their responsibility and full patience. 

 

Yueyi Li 
 

 

And when I have no idea about the future, the meetings of the Accounting and Finance Clubs help me a lot. 

The Accounting Club usually invites professional people like CPAs and graduates to share their experiences 

and advice. We can learn a wealth of information as reference for future plans. In the Finance Club, we feel 

the different points of view to generate new ideas to view the authorities, as well as the status of this 

environment. 

Study at UWA is a really valuable opportunity for me with in-depth learning and finding my way. This is a 

place full of opportunities and challenges in my precious memory. 

 



 

  

Hello! My name is Zhongxiu Lin. My English name is Lyn. I am so glad that I can join the 2+2 business program 

and stay at the University of West Alabama for two years. Compared to other US schools, the University of 

West Alabama is not that big and famous. However, it brings the best study atmosphere. It helps me 

experience the native American education. Professors are so responsible. My professors not only help with 

my study, but also help me to learn the life in America. The most important things are that my professors 

give me the best advice for my future plans. However, in the famous and big school, there will be too many 

people in one class. Thus, teachers cannot take care of each student. Here, we have small class sizes, and 

teachers can explain our questions the first time. Also, the small class helps us to focus on concentration and 

have a better class quality.  Moreover, there are not lots of international students at the University of West 

Alabama. Thus, we have more opportunities to make friends with local American students and improve our 

English.  On the career aspect, the University of West Alabama offers many campus job opportunities. The 

University of West Alabama offers many great positions for both international students and American 

students. I think I have had a really good time for studying at the University of West Alabama. Also, since my 

major is accounting. I have joined the Accounting Club for two years. The Accounting Club is really worthy to 

join, because it will often hold some activities and provide the latest accounting knowledge to Accounting 

Club members. Sometimes, the Accounting Club will invite people who are CPAs or from the Becker 

Company to tell us the importance of CPA, and how to prepare for the CPA, and the change of the latest CPA 

questions so that we can always know the latest news of CPA. The Accounting Club offers a fantastic trip 

every year. Every year we will go to a different place to visit some good graduate school programs and visit 

the local interesting places. And we need to sell the hamburger tickets, and do the hamburger cook-out to 

get funds for our trip, but it is still very worthy to do.  When I graduate, I still want to have graduate school in 

the United States. Thus, I will prepare for the GMAT in the fall semester.  In all, I really appreciate that I can 

have this study experience at the University of West Alabama. 

Then, for my friend, Yao Song, she had an internship directly in California after she graduated.  Yao Song 

worked as an accountant and did the basic accounting work such as bookkeeping work in California. She said 

it is not easy to work in California. Now, she intends to go back to school again, and she is trying to apply for 

the graduate school in California. She intends to work while she is taking graduate school instead of being a 

full time student in the graduate school.  

 Zhongxiu Lin 
 



 

  

 

I am Ziqi Wang, and I am one of the international students at the University of West 
Alabama. This is my first time to go abroad. So when I arrived in America, I felt so 
nervous but excited about this new world. Livingston is a very good place, and people 
living here are very nice, and they work hard and enjoy life. UWA is a very good 
university, and professors here are very kind and responsible for students. I learned a lot 
of knowledge and got a lot of help from my professors. The courses which I took are very 
helpful for my career development. Some courses improved my accounting skills, and 
some courses improved my communication skills in the business environment. The 
students at UWA are also very nice. I met a lot of good American friends, and we play 
together, we study together, and we communicate under different cultures. My 
American friends let me better understand American culture. During the vacation, travel 
around America is a good choice for international students, so I traveled to Atlanta, New 
Orleans, Pensacola, etc. UWA also has many different activities for students, such as 
football game, concert, and TED Talk. I would like to say that the time I studied at UWA 
is unforgettable, and I will remember everything that happened to me. 

Lingjun Zhan, a 2012 UWA accounting graduate, is studying at Georgia State University. 
He has double majors, one is Master of Professional Accountancy, and the other one is 
Master of Science in Information Audit and Control. He has passed the CPA exam. 
Lingjun has a lot of experience of life and study to share with us. When Lingjun studied 
at UWA, he thought the only thing he should do is try his best to study so that he can 
find a good job.  After he got his Master of Professional Accountancy from GSU, he 
began to find a job, and he realized that he was wrong. The truth is that the 
communication skills are also very important, and just having a good grade is not enough 
to get into the working environment. The other valuable experience is that you need to 
learn how to do everything by yourself. When he studied at UWA, everything had 
already been done or arranged by UWA, but when he arrived in Atlanta, he needed to 
find apartment, and pay water and electric bill by himself. You must learn many things 
and to ask. For example, Lingjun wanted to reduce his study cost, so he tried to find 
some work on campus to earn some money to pay his tuition, and the thing is, that if he 
did not ask and find the work, no one would tell him. So everything should be done by 
yourself.  

Ziqi Wang      

 



 

  

 

 

I am Bojian Wu, Vincent, 22 years old, and I came from Guangzhou 

which is a modern and developed city in China. Besides, I am the 

international student of the 2+2 program and major in Accounting. The 

main reason why I choose accounting as my major is that accounting is 

normative and rigorous and I am fascinated with this and willing to have 

further learning of accounting.    

Honestly, I have benefited a lot from the two-year study at UWA. Not to 

mention the professional knowledge I learned, it also developed my 

communication skills and my capability of handling things. In the aspect 

of accounting, I am familiar to debit and credit the accounts accurately 

by using the balance sheet, income statement and statement of cash 

flows. Moreover, I have a fresh realization of the content of business law 

and tax law. Also, I have learned how to use Sage, Excel or Word to make 

accounting entries and then perform accounting analysis.  In addition to 

accounting, I also have acquired a good knowledge of Western 

Civilization, Management, Global Business, and Economics. My 

communication skills and working skills have developed during the two-

year study at UWA. The reason why I can make unceasing progress is 

that there are so many activities in each semester, such as accounting 

events, Church events and trips. Therefore, I have lots of opportunities 

to talk with others and learn how to work as a member of a team. I will 

graduate in December, 2016 and then apply to graduate schools to get a 

further study about accounting. During the two-year study, I also keep in 

touch with Xiaonan Lin who is an outstanding  graduate from UWA and 

working at GD Copper now. She has given me pieces of advice on life and 

study. 

Above all, it is a wonderful experience studying at UWA and the 

knowledge I learned from here will benefit me a lot in the future.   

 

Bojian Wu 
 



 

  

 I am Yue Wu, Maggie. Being at the University of West Alabama for 
three years, there are lots of memories that I will never forget in the 
future. I am proud of myself that I can complete the bachelor degree 
and finish the program within three years. It is my honor to join in the 
program and come here for the college life. As the senior student in 
accounting major, I have learned a lot of academic knowledge in the 
accounting and the business field. Besides the professional knowledge, 
I have also learned the people skills and experienced the culture in 
America. All the things that happened to me are precious and 
memorable. I appreciate all the professors and classmates I have met.   

  

 I have joined lots of interesting events at the college. The first is the Accounting Club. It is the group of students in the 
accounting major who share experiences with each other. The club raises funds and takes trip each year, which is the most 
interesting and useful event. We can meet lots of capable people in accounting and business field, and they will give us the 
presentation to talk about how they gained the success. In addition, we will also visit popular companies and see what the 
real accounting world is. By attending those events, I have obtained lots of knowledge of the accounting firms and also the 
real business world’s rules.   

  

During the professional development course, I was so lucky to join Enactus, which is a community service organization that 
helps people by doing some volunteer jobs. The aim of the Enactus is to help local citizens learn how to use the computer 
skills. The students were coming from the local institutions. They have their own job, however, with the changing of the 
society, the job requires the ability of using computer. Therefore, they decided to learn the basic knowledge of computer. I 
had a group of people, and we prepared the lecturing content to teach them the skills. The first meeting was talking about 
the resume. Because the students were the junior group of people in the society, they have never used Word to type their 
resume. Therefore, we made the presentation to them by presenting the PowerPoint. After lecturing for an hour, we also 
played a video to them in the case of misunderstanding based on the tones of us. Then, we helped them to type their own 
resume. During the process of typing, I found the problem that my daily vocabularies are not enough for communication. 
The communication between us was a little embarrassing. Therefore, we learned some new words while providing the 
service. In addition, we taught them how to make PowerPoint and how to use Excel. I have found out numerous questions 
and problems about the PowerPoint that I was not familiar with. Thus, for teaching the individuals correct and technical 
skills about the computer software, we did lots of research about them. Moreover, the oral skills were also promoted 
rapidly.   

  

There is another interesting event called the etiquette dinner. The food was so delicious and impressive. The dinner began 
at about six o’clock. Besides the students who come from the professional class, there were also the students coming from 
other university communities. Before eating, it was a free talk occasion. I met some students from other colleges such as 
education. And we talked about the facilities of the university that need to be promoted, which was a real free talking 
environment. Then, when the director who is Sharon Stipe started to ask us to have a seat, the business dinner began. It is 
no doubt that the food was delicious so I ate all, except the dessert that is too sweet for me. In addition, I was also taught a 
lot of rules that are the common accepted standard of behavior used in business world. It was not the same as in China and 
with family.   

  

I have applied for graduate school when I finish my bachelor’s degree here, and I am going to Australia to go further in the 
accounting and finance field. There were three students who graduated from UWA and went to the University of Adelaide 
for their master’s degree. They are Wenhui Jin, Han Wang, and Jiaqi Zhu. They are all studying at the University of Adelaide 
for master in accounting and finance major, which ranks top 113 in the world. They are making good standing at the 
university currently.   

  

All in all, the experience at UWA is precious and valuable in my future life, and I appreciate the school and the city-
Livingston. I have been more dependable and professional during the three years here. I will keep trying to be better in the 
future.  

Yue Wu 
 



 

  

 During my junior year, I became a member of the Accounting Club. The Accounting Club organized a meeting every 
month and I have attended them all. In the Accounting Club meetings, I met lots of excellent people and heard their 
presentations. I also sold the hamburger plate tickets for the Accounting Club. At first I felt so shy to say something and 
afraid to be rejected. However, after I knocked on many doors and finally sold all my tickets, I was so excited. The 
hamburger tickets raise funds for the Accounting Club trip. Last April, I went to Nashville for the accounting trip as a 
member of the Accounting Club. I visited the accounting department of some companies. For example, I visited with the 
training group at Vanderbilt Hospital and its accounting department. They introduced us to how the accounting 
department worked. This April, we went to Atlanta and visited Georgia State University, Chick-fil-A, and CNN. In addition, I 
attended some activities of Homecoming in 2015, such as riding the float and attending the social where I met some UWA 
graduates. These UWA graduates gave me some suggestions about future jobs and graduate school, which is really helpful 
for me.    
 Moreover, I participated in the activities organized by the church in Livingston. In the welcome party, I made some 
friends and felt the culture of American church. The people in church are so nice and kind. Also, the father organized a 
Thanksgiving dinner last year. I went to his home, enjoyed the dinner, and listened to the Bible study. That was a good 
opportunity to understand the culture in the United States.  
 During my senior year, the activities I attended were more helpful for my future job, especially the job interview. 
For example, I did the work shadow at McElroy Truck Lines. I appreciate this opportunity offered by Dr. Gregg and McElroy 
Truck Lines. The employees at McElroy told me a lot about their work and duties and they were very patient about my 
questions. I thought there was a good culture and atmosphere in that company. Also, I attended the etiquette dinner. I 
learned how to behave in the etiquette dinner and really practiced it. In the future, if I face a business dinner, I will not be 
anxious but professional in my manner.  Furthermore, I became a member of Enactus. I did the community service as a 
computer tutor for novices.  
 Furthermore, in my senior year, I spent lots of time in applying for graduate school, such as preparing for the 
GMAT exam, taking the GMAT exam twice, writing a resume and personal statement, researching graduate school, and 
submitting the applications. My advice to the junior students is to prepare for the GMAT and application documents as 
soon as possible, because the academic courses in the senior year are difficult and have lots of assignments at the same 
time.  
 I believe that when I finish my bachelor’s degree at the University of West Alabama, my future is bright. Many 
UWA graduates do well in their graduate school and future jobs. I talked with Meiyan Pang, who is a UWA graduate and 
studying for the master’s degree of accounting at the University of Alabama. She will graduate this May and plans to go 
back to China to find a job in a CPA firm after graduation. She told me that the accounting courses taken at UWA were very 
useful in graduate school. Also, I talked with Shiyuan Chen, who is also an UWA alumnus. He studied the master’s degree 
at Monash University in Australia. He works in a bank in China. He told me that what he learned from studying abroad is 
that he knows how to survive in an unfamiliar country. This is also how I felt and learned. The students who study abroad 
will learn how to deal with anything about life in a foreign country, such as cooking, renting house, and taking care of 
themselves. The process may be hard, but the result is that the international students gain the ability to survive in an 
unfamiliar environment.  
 In conclusion, I enjoy my life at the University of West Alabama, and I believe that no matter where I will be in the 
future, I will be proud of being a student at UWA, and I will go back to my undergraduate school as an alumna. 
 

 

My Chinese name is Di Yang and my American name is Edith. I have really 
enjoyed this more than two-year experience at UWA, because I have learned a lot of 
knowledge in the business field, especially in accounting. Moreover, I have participated 
in some good activities to enrich my life.  Accounting is a tough major, and the students 
really need to study hard. However, what I learned as the most important thing is that as 
long as I am willing to study hard, spend time and efforts in the courses, my efforts 
would be rewarded. I received the invitation from Delta Mu Delta, which is an 
international honor society in the business field. Also, I am on the Dean’s and President’s 
List each semester. Accounting Professors Dr. Green, Ms. Stipe, and Ms. Chapman are 
really professional and willing to help every student. They helped me a lot during the 
two-year period.  I really appreciate the professors who helped me and taught me.   

Di Yang 



 

  

 

 
I am Zijun Zheng, Jasmine. As an international student of the 2+2 school 
program, I have studied at GDUF in first 2 years and I am studying at UWA now. 
How time flies! I will graduate in May of this year. As a matter of fact, when I 
first came to UWA, I felt very strange to the environment of campus where all 
students are foreigners and they only speak English. Therefore, I was afraid of 
talking with them because I was not confident to speak English at that time and 
I also was afraid that I would make mistakes in front of classmates and 
teachers. When we study for the first time in a foreign school, we must meet 
many different problems in life and study. There is no doubt that we must 
figure out each problem ourselves, but luckily, our professors always welcome 
us to answer questions and they also give us much help in language and 
studying. This is helpful for us to get used to the learning style soon. Gradually, 
I handled well my study and life and began to enjoy the life at UWA. What is 
more, I also had some trips to Atlanta, New York and other big cities with my 
friends. In the trips, we also went to many famous universities and attractions 
in US. The most impressive experience I feel is the night view of New York. That 
was an unforgettable experience for me, so I also plan a trip with my family to 
NYC.  
When I became familiar with the learning style at UWA, I also needed to plan a 

schedule for my preparation of graduate school and a job. Therefore, before I 

applied for graduate school, I asked many recommendations from professors 

and classmates. In the process of applying for graduate school, I have received 

much help from them. In addition, they also provided many suggestions about 

jobs to me. Xiaonan Lin, who graduated from UWA last year and successfully 

got a job in the US gave me many meaningful suggestions about jobs. What 

you must do is keep on studying many different subjects whether in school 

now or working later. Furthermore, we must try our best to finish work on time 

and do more work at the same time. Secondly, it is important to know that 

leaders always favor the employees who are always hardworking and positively 

communicate in jobs. Sometimes we may meet some interpersonal 

relationship problems with work and then it is significant for us to deal well 

with those. So I would like to actively communicate with others and not to 

speak ill and gossip of others in front of colleagues in the company. When we 

work in a group, it is important for us to have the teamwork awareness and 

keep cooperating with each other. Therefore, in my Chinese internship, I kept 

on studying with work and also actively communicated with colleagues. These 

really helped me to gain more working opportunity and praise from leaders.  

In my college life, I had different experiences at GDUF and UWA and I also 

experienced two different learning styles. Actually, these were great challenges 

for me and I also gained a lot of opportunities at UWA. I very much appreciated 

my teachers and classmates who provided a lot of help to me at UWA. This will 

be a profound and unforgettable experience for me at UWA. 

 Zijun Zheng 
 



 

  

 

Inside the office of Chick-fil-A founder, Truett Cathy, on the Spring 

2016 Accounting Club trip to Atlanta, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accounting Club Trip 2016, at Chick-fil-A Headquarters. 

Accounting Club Meeting, April 2016 

Accounting Club Meeting, April 2016 

Each semester, the Accounting 

Club has a party to recognize 

graduating seniors. 

 

UWA Homecoming Parade, Fall 2015 



 

  The UWA Finance Club enjoyed an active year. The group hosted current event 
discussions in order to help finance majors to understand the present dynamics in 
the world of finance and economics. In March, students participated in the first 
annual Accounting and Finance Day, a career fair and professional development 
day prepared specifically for accounting and finance majors. Students were able 
to meet and network with the employers and graduate programs. In addition, 
professionals from accounting and finance led a session which gave students 
practical tips and advice for finding a job in accounting or finance.  

In November, sixteen UWA students and two professors attended the Third 
Annual Student Managed Investment Fund Consortium (SMIFC) held by Indiana 
State University. SMIFC provides a forum for students to share their investment 
management strategies, learn from experts in the investment industry, and 
network with other students and potential employers. The group also had the 
opportunity to stop in Nashville on the way back home to Alabama and enjoy line 
dancing, live music, and local food and culture.  

Some of our students would like to share what they learned at the SMIFC 
conference: 

The Finance 

Club 
 
 

I learned several things during the conference. First, I learned the importance of 
listening and thinking as a professional finance manager. Even though the 
customer may not know anything about investments; you should listen to his 
demands and explain your plan patiently. Second, I learned some basic concepts 
of technical analysis, which I think will be useful to me. Third, I was able to learn 
a lot from the investment team panel discussions. I could see different ways to 
manage investment groups and I was able to learn from their experiences. (Xun 
Lu) 
 

 



 

  The Finance 

Club 
 
 

I learned some financial knowledge 
during the conference. I was happy to 
find that the knowledge I learned in my 
investment class at UWA was useful in 
the real world. (Bingchun Zou) 

 

 



  

If you have an update on any alumni, please send an email to uwacob@uwa.edu. 

Chengkun Bao, Suffolk University, MBA 

Juyuan Bao, Park University, MBA 

Dikai Chen, Temple University, MSF 

Jia Chen, Illinois Institute of Technology MSF 

Shiyuan Chen, Monash University 

Shuyang Chen, GD Copper Corporation 

Xianquan Chen, Rural Credit Cooperatives in Dongguan 

ZIzhao Chen, DePaul University, Master’s in Computational Finance 

Yu Cui, University of Houston, Dual Master’s in Math and Statistics 

Jianzhen Ding, Bank of China in Chaozhou 

Zizhao Feng, Hangseng Bank 

Chenxi He, Temple University, MSF 

Feng He, Mississippi State University, MBA 

Renfei Hu, University of Sheffield, Master’s of International 
Management and Marketing 

Chuwen Huang, Tulane University, MSF 

Wenhui Jin, University of Adelaide 

Linze Li, University of Houston, Dual Master’s in Math and Statistics 

Ran Li, University of Southern California, MSF 

Shuyun Li, DePaul University 

Yuyi Li, founded own business 

Qihao Liang, Illinois Institute of Technology, MSF 

Yuan Liang, Seattle University, MAcc 

Xiaonan Lin, GD Copper Corporation 

Ying Lin, University of Alabama at Birmingham, MAcc 

Yingsi Lin, University of Alabama, Master’s in Economics 

Yingxin Lin, University of San Francisco, MSF 

Jinghua Liu, University of Manchester, MS in Economics 

Yan Lu, University of South Carolina, MS International Business and 
currently in PhD program at the University of Alabama 

Yongjia Luo, Manager, Bank of Huaxing 

Manyi Mai, Assistant Manager, Suzhou Bokai Limited Company 

Yan Lu, University of South Carolina, MS International Business and 
currently in PhD program in Economics at the University of Alabama 

Yongjia Luo, Manager, Bank of Huaxing 

Jinrong Ma, Case Western Reserve University, MS in Management- 
Finance  

Manyi Mai, Assistant Manager, Suzhou Bokai Limited Company 

Zhou Ouyang, University of Alabama, MBA 

Meiyan Pang, University of Alabama, MAcc 

Li Peng, DePaul University, Master’s of Marketing Analysis 

Yingxian Peng, Pepperdine University, MAcc 

Yuming Qiu, Case Western Reserve University, MSF 

Yiyi Quan, St. John’s University 

Meijie Tang, University of Alabama, MA Economics 

Han Wang, University of Adelaide 

Tong Wang, Columbia University, MPA 

Danhuai Wu, University of Texas at Dallas, internship at investment 
company 

Junhao Wu, University of Alabama, MA Economics 

Yin Wu, Johns Hopkins University, MSF 

Peiyi Xu, Birmingham University, MS in Marketing 

Xuemei Xu, Financial Advisor at Commercial and Industrial Bank of China 

Wei Yang, Bank of China 

Yixin Yang, University of Alabama, MBA and MIS 

Xudong Ye, Tulane University 

Lingjun Zhan, Georgia State University, MAcc and Information and Audit 
Control 

Cuiyi Zhang, University of Alabama, PhD Economics 

Fengna Zheng, Mississippi State University, MBA 

Jiaqi Zhu, University of Adelaide 

Yijun Zou, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

 

 “It has been almost one year since I graduated from UWA. The memories of my studies at UWA are still fresh. When people asked 
me what did I gain from such a memorable experience, I would say I gained a lot with various aspects in self-development. This time, 
I am going to share one thing----English. In the past year, I traveled to Australia. English is the key for me to communicate with local 
people. One day, our tour guide took us to a local store. However, all of the salesclerks did not understand any Chinese. So, the tour 
guide and I became the main interpreters. How would you feel if the native English speaker praised you for your English?  A salesclerk 
said that my English was pretty good. I felt so great to hear that and I replied to her that I would always appreciate my parents for 
giving me a chance to study in the USA, which provided me such a wonderful opportunity to improve my English. Yes, I learned a lot 
from the experience of studying at UWA, especially for my English. English is one of the most important skills for international 
students to study abroad. So, don’t be shy, speak up, be brave to take the first step to make new friends, join in campus activities, 
learn different culture, and meanwhile share your country’s culture with other people. Those are the opportunities for international 
students. Hold them tightly, because opportunities do not wait."                                                 
   Yunyao (Livia) Li 
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International  
Programs 

Accounting & Finance Day 

 



 

International 
Programs 

Each staff member looks forward to helping all international students during their initial transition to UWA.  IP offers an 

extensive international student orientation program to help newcomers get settled into campus and prepare for studies.   If 

an international student has a question and doesn’t know where to turn for an answer, Mark Davis, Connie Marine, or 

Maxine McClusky is ready to accept a phone call, to respond to an email message or to welcome a student into his or her 

office.  They are the international student’s liaison to campus departments and community agencies.  Each will provide 

assistance so students do not face challenges alone.   

While the following list is not all inclusive, additional services provided by IP include: 

Advising on immigration matters, including employment, obtaining a state identification card or an Alabama Driver’s 

License, requirements for maintaining F‐1 visa status, obtaining or renewing a student visa, and official certification of US 

Department of Homeland Security documents 

‐‐Advisor for the International Student Association 

‐‐Intercultural programming by organizing and facilitating different social programs, workshops, events 

‐‐Assistance with transportation to and from the airport and bus station during breaks and for scheduled shopping trips 

 The International House offers an array of amenities making the location ideal for studying and socializing. All international 

students and their friends are invited to make use of the: fully equipped kitchen for the preparation of meals; conference 

room; large living room with ample seating area; large deck overlooking the back and side yard; large‐screened TVs; blu‐

ray/DVD players; Wii gaming consoles; Wireless Internet connection; PCs on the premises; iPads on the premises; 

connection to Skype. 

 

Interim Director: 

Dr. Mark Davis 

mdavis@uwa.edu 

 

Coordinator: 

Connie Marine 

cmarine@uwa.edu 
 

Administrative 

Assistant: 

Maxine McClusky 
mfm@uwa.edu 



 

UWA College of Business and Technology Faculty and Staff 
Spring 2016 

Congratulations 

to our Graduates 

and Best Wishes 

to All! 

We, the College of Business and Technology, owe special thanks to Kristy Doggette-Chapman and the Chinese 
Accounting Seniors who made this Spring 2016 Newsletter possible. 


