
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Greetings from UWA’s College of Business and welcome to our fourth annual student‐produced international newsletter. This 
newsletter is designed specifically for our current and incoming Chinese students from Guangdong University of Finance and Dalian 
University of Technology. We continue to be pleased with the excellent performance of our Chinese students. Not only are they 
performing well academically, they continue to be involved with campus life, assuming leadership roles in various student 
organizations, and active in the community.  
For the current academic year at UWA, an estimated 30 students from both GDUF and DUT will graduate by August 2015, including 
our December 2014 and May 2015 graduates. Our 2+2 dual degree program with GDUF and DUT has been very successful in 
producing quality graduates who will no doubt continue to be successful in graduate school and/ or in their chosen career.  In addition 
to our undergraduate degrees in the College of Business, we are very pleased with the success of our MBA graduate program.  We 
hope that GDUF and DUT students in the 2+2 dual degree program will continue their education by staying at UWA for the MBA 
program. 
Our student‐oriented faculty remain dedicated to providing quality education in specialized fields of business for a diverse student 
population. We are actively engaged with business and industry, governmental units, and public institutions through various 
outreach activities, and place great emphasis on preparing graduates for leadership roles in the local, national, and global community 
Our students continue to enjoy a low student to faculty ratio, a caring faculty and staff who provide individual attention to help them 
succeed, a timely and relevant curriculum, “hands‐ on” learning opportunities which enhance career prospects and job placement, 
technologically advanced classrooms, and a wide range of student organizations and honor societies. 
Our goal is to prepare students for a successful and meaningful career, helping them grow and develop as                  
individuals in the process. We strongly believe that students can succeed academically while thoroughly enjoying   
the total college experience. We help ensure that you “make your grades” and have some fun along the way.             
After all, as our slogan says, “There’s something about this place.”     

                                                             Dr. Wayne Bedford, Dean, UWA College of Business 

2+2 DUAL DEGREE 
GDUF/DALIAN/UWA 

MAY 2015 

Accounting Club is an organization dedicated to the preparation of future professional accountants. The University of West Alabama 

Accounting Club is actively involved in numerous College of Business activities as well as sponsoring a variety of professional, social, 

and fund-raising activities for its members. 

American Marketing Association (AMA) is a collegiate chapter of the most highly regarded marketing association by practitioners 

and academicians in the world and gives our students tremendous opportunities. In addition, being an AMA collegiate member at the 

University of West Alabama offers many benefits, from national and international career resources, to professional development, 

planning and execution of collegiate chapter events, to taking part in the many marketing competitions offered annually. AMA collegiate 

members put classroom theory into practice. 

Enactus is a non-profit organization which formulates and implements free-market educational pro- grams on school campuses, in 

surrounding communities, and statewide. This organization consists of graduate and undergraduate students from all academic 

disciplines. 

Finance Club is the organization for finance majors. The UWA finance students benefit from guest speakers and learn about graduate 

school and job opportunities. With the use of Skype, Facebook, and other media, UWA finance graduates will communicate with UWA 

Junior and Senior finance students to provide advice and information about their opportunities after graduation. 

International Student Association is organized for the purpose of promoting the establishment of a global village on campus, 

exchanging cultural values and ideas with American students, and serving as a support group for all internationals attending UWA. 

Toastmasters Club is a learn-by-doing international organization in which participants improve their speaking and leadership 

skills. Members evaluate one another’s presentations, and this feedback process is a key part of the program’s success. Meeting 

participants also give impromptu talks on assigned topics, conduct meetings, and develop skills related to timekeeping, grammar, and 

parliamentary procedure. 
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Living Conditions 

 

The Julia S. Tutwiler Library is a 

place for students to study as 

well as use computers and 

printers. Students can take a 

break in Starbucks® to have 

snacks and coffee. 

Study 

The Webb Hall 

administrative building 

is where students can 

get help regarding 

registration, tuition, 

and the Tiger payment 

card. 

The Wallace Hall 

academic building is 

where the College of 

Business is located 

and where most 

classes will be taught. 

Local grocery stores 

are available. 
The Young Hall Cafeteria is included 

in the meal plan! 

Luie’s Diner is located on the first 
floor of the Gilbert Dormitory! 

The Hoover 

Apartments  

are great on 

campus. 

The new 

Gilbert 

Dormitory is 

also a very 

nice place 

to live. 
Entertainment 

Food 



 

 

  

From August 2013 to May 2015, almost twenty-one 
months have passed quietly, and finally, I realize that my 
impressive college life at the University of West Alabama 
has come to an end. Now, I am reviewing what I have 
done during the past twenty-one months. Many faces and 
things are rushing into my head, and it is my honor to 
share these with you. Besides, I hope that you can learn 
something from my personal experience. First of all, you 
have to break your routine when you want to break out of 
the comfort zone and change your way of life. The 2 + 2 
international exchange program, which is built by 
Guangdong University of Finance and the University of 
West Alabama, is a platform that changes my way of life 
forever. I can never go as far as I have today without the 
help of this international program. It gives me a chance to 
raise my sight and dream larger dreams. Thus, I have to 
say thank you to both GDUF and UWA. 

There are so many difficulties that you have never 
met before when you live in a foreign country, hundreds 
of thousands of miles away from your home. Cultural 
differences and language barriers were two of the most 
direct problems that I met. It was the first time that I felt 
so helpless when I noticed that my parents were not here 
with me. Thereby, the very first lesson I took at UWA was 
to be more independent. Secondly, it is easy to 
understand that making more friends could help you 
adapt to the new environment. Thus, I made a lot of 
friends at UWA, including faculty at UWA, employees at 
the international program and the local people in 
Livingston. I could never adapt to my new life in America 
so quickly without their help. 

At UWA, professors are more like friends to us. 
The first professor who left a deep impression was Dr. 
Cai, who was both tall and a little plump in my junior year. 
After one year with exercise in the gym, he is much more 
handsome now! He is characterized by claiming that his 
courses are easy, which from our perspective, is totally 
unbelievable. To the contrary, his beautiful wife, Anna, is 
more honest. Mrs. Cai would prefer to tell us the “cruel 
truth” during her first class.  

However, as they say, there is no free lunch. 
Today’s work brings tomorrow’s harvest. Although their 
courses are obviously not easy, you could benefit a lot 
from their courses. You will be able to learn the basics of 
economy. And you will be able to further understand the 
mechanics of the economy and financial products. 
Especially, during Dr. Cai’s course, which is named 
Independent Study, you will have the opportunity to 
actually write a financial analysis about a particular 
company. It is worth mentioning the twenty-five pages 
essay is really impressive! 

What is more, apart from academic study, Dr. Cai 
and Mrs. Cai also give me a lot of help in my life. For 
example, although I was planning to go to graduate 
school, I had no idea about this at all. Dr. Cai and Mrs. Cai 
spent a huge amount of their time to guide me with 
graduate school applications. With their help, I got 660 
points on the GMAT with only one shot during my 
summer holiday. Besides, they also spent a huge amount 
of their personal time to write recommendation letters for 
me as well. After all, I am glad I got the opportunity to 
meet them in America. 

 

- Yubin Zhang 

In addition, Dr. Allen’s course, named Strategic 
Management, left a deep impression as well. In her 
class, we run a simulated game named GLO-BUS. In 
this game, I and my co-managers, who are my team 
mates, are taking over the operation of a digital 
camera company that is in a neck-and-neck race for 
global market leadership, competing against rival 
digital camera companies run by other class members. 
The priority goal is to meet investors’ expectations 
and then become the best one in the industry. To 
achieve goals, you have to make appropriate decisions 
in Product Design part, Marketing part, Entry-Level 
Assembly part, Multi-Featured Assembly part, 
Compensation & Labor part, Corporate Citizenship 
part, and Finance & Cash Flow part. There is no unique 
answer in this game, and the decisions you make must 
depend on the changing market conditions and your 
rivals’ decisions. It is the first time that I realize the 
market is not in the book, market is not just a concept, 
and it will not react as you wish. You will not have a 
better understanding of what you have learned before 
unless you really use them in a competitive 
environment. 

Beyond academic study, there are plenty of 
student activities in the school as well. If you want to 
develop leadership skills and train yourself to be a 
great public speaker, the Toastmasters Club is here 
waiting for you. Members there are really enthusiastic. 
The President of Toastmasters Club is Bowen Xia, who 
is a pretty funny guy. If you want to discuss more hot 
topics about finance, the Finance Club welcomes you 
as well. Actually, the Finance Club is still a developing 
club now and we are expecting more students and 
professors to join us. By the way, I am the Vice 
President of Membership of the Finance Club. Same 
way, we still have the Accounting Club and the 
Marketing Club as well. 

Beyond school life, I also have the opportunity 
to visit many places in America, such as the funny 
Universal Studio at Los Angeles, beautiful Santa 
Monica and the busy San Francisco. I also spent 
Christmas Day in New York City. Through these, I have 
an opportunity to meet more people in America and 
know their culture better. I always believe that being 
an international student is something more than 
academic study. After this two-year study, it is my 
honor to be recognized for the University Scholars 
Award in Finance.  Besides, I also received several 
offers from Pepperdine University, Tulane University, 
and the University of Delaware. I have made a decision 
to accept the offer from the University of Delaware. I 
believe that I could take my chance at this reputable 
university. 

Now, it is time for me to say goodbye to my 
student life at UWA and travel all the way up to my new 
school life. However, I will never forget my friends at 
this school and I will share your                                   
stories with my new friends in                                            
the future as well. I had my most                                  
precious days here, and it changes                                     
my life. I wish you could take your                                
chance to change your life as well. 
 

Seniors’ Experiences 



 

 

  

My life at UWA has been amazing. The 

transition from GDUF in China to UWA in the 

United States is what makes my college life 

unique. It can be challenging to be away 

from your hometown and study in a 

completely new and different environment. 

However, UWA, to my surprise, made the 

transition easier than it could have been.  

The UWA campus is relatively small, but 

this characteristic has one big advantage that 

is especially beneficial for international 

students. It is very easy for students to get 

help and get involved on campus. When we 

first got here, we were faced with various 

issues and challenges. The international 

programs helped us with almost all kinds of 

paperwork, such as visas, work permits and 

driver’s license. We were also provided with 

complimentary transportations to and from 

local shops and the airport. When we had 

difficulties with schoolwork, the professors 

and instructors were very helpful and patient 

with our issues with much understanding. The 

favorable student faculty ratio also made 

resources readily available for everyone. 

My involvement in on-campus activities 

constituted a big part of my college life. The 

UWA Scarlet Band was the first group I joined 

at UWA. Not only could I share my passion for 

music with a group of energetic people, I also 

got to know the football craziness in Alabama 

and the important role that the marching 

band plays in the game. During the spring 

semester of 2014, I took advantage of the 

vacancy in my schedule and took a one-

credit journalism course. It was the first time 

that I have ever covered a story in front of a 

camera. I did a lot of interviews with different 

people and found it a great way to improve 

my spoken English. I also joined the sorority 

AST, where I got plenty of opportunities to 

participate in charity and volunteer events. 

We renovated houses in Habitat for Humanity 

projects, raised funds for cancer curing in 

Relay for Life, and served as volunteers at the 

Talladega Race. Most importantly, I was able 

to bond with my sisters, and together we 

had some unforgettable memories.  
 

Livingston, the small town                      

where UWA is located,                           

exemplifies southern hospitality                

perfectly. The local residents                          

have been welcoming and                        

friendly. Some of them invited                            

us to their house for dinner or                            

parties on holidays; others                           

planned fun activities from                                

time to time, such as fishing                                  

and hiking. Their kindness                                  

and generosity made us feel at home when we 

are away from our family. With the help from 

people around me, I was lucky to have the 

chance to serve as a pianist for Gainesville 

Methodist Church and to get an internship at 

GD Copper in Thomasville during the summer.  

When I played the piano on Sundays, I was 

able to learn about the typical American 

religious culture and to enjoy the peaceful time 

I spent at church. The internship at 

Thomasville, on the other hand, had more 

workload. GD Copper is a Chinese owned 

company that produces precise copper tubes, 

and the plant in Thomasville is its first site 

constructed in North America. During the two-

month internship, my job duties included 

translating for Chinese and American 

employees as well as performing basic 

accounting tasks. The job was a little 

challenging at first, but during the internship, 

my communication skills were largely 

improved, and the knowledge I learned in 

accounting and finance classes was finally 

applied in practice. 

I realized how much hard work is required 

in the real world, and suddenly school seemed 

not that hard. All these fantastic experiences 

seemed to happen only yesterday, but my 

graduation is right around the corner. I 

decided to go to the MBA program at the 

University of Alabama to further my study in 

management, provided with an ample amount 

of scholarship. The 2+2 program has made my 

four-year college unique and unforgettable, 

which will definitely become an invaluable 
treasure in my life. - Zhou Ouyang 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Before I came to Georgia State University, I                                   

was a 2013 UWA accounting graduate. Since I                       

started graduate school, I have set up my short-term and long-

term goals. My short-term goal is to finish the CPA exam before 

my graduation and the long-term one is to get a job in one of 

the accounting firms. I have seen many people in this school 

who do not know what they want. They just show up to school 

every day to attend classes and go back home. Even though 

setting the goal earlier can clarify your path, the most 

important things are getting hands on it and focusing on it. 

During the two years, I realized that study in graduate school is   

very busy but not extremely tough. In fact, to finish the degree,              

_     what I need to do is just listen to the professor, finish the 

homework and try my best shot on the exam. Therefore, you 

can have your own time to do what you want to do. However, 

the real life in graduate school is not only your classes, but also 

information and networking. Stepping into the graduate school, 

you are almost in the real business world. Campus recruiting, 

networking, and social activities are parts of your life. Before 

the official fall semester began in 2013, I came to GSU to talk to 

my advisor. I wanted to gather as much information as I could. 

Now, I have a part-time graduate research assistantship, which 

means I have to work 20 hours per week on campus and the 

GRA covers my tuition. I have already finished three of my CPA 

exam parts and am about to take the last section. To give 

myself more time to attend social activities and networking, I 

have applied for and have been accepted to my second 

degree, which is the Master of Science in Information System 

Audit and Control. My next step is to finish my CPA before 

August and devote myself to social activities so that I can 

gather more chances to have a job. 

This is part of my experience in graduate school and I hope 

this can help you. 
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- Lingjun Zhan 



 

 

  

As a senior student, study and life have become more and 

more full. It was my honor to join the UWA Enactus Team 

Computer 101 Project. My duties and responsibilities were 

assisting the leader by answering students’ problems and 

teaching about PowerPoint on how to make slides as a gift 

card to their family and friends. Because of Enactus, I had a 

chance to attend a Microsoft conference in Seattle. I met other 

school students and exchanged experiences and ideas with 

them.  I am very grateful to UWA for our international students 

to have a good learning and living environment. The air is 

very fresh and the environment is also very quiet, which is a 

great place to study and live. I have been very comfortable 

living here with friendly students, and all professors have also 

been very attentive to our international students. Our 

International House has several activities including the 

celebration of Chinese New Year. The foreign students, local 

people, and our professors celebrated with us together in the 

International House.  The UWA study taught me a lot, and I 

appreciate the experience. I have made a plan to cover the 

next five years. Firstly, I will graduate in August and then I will 

apply for OPT to cover the next year. I want to find an 

internship job in an accounting firm as an accounting assistant. 

I hope to learn more about how to make financial statements 

and reports, how to audit, and how to complete tax returns for 

individuals or corporations.  I need to exercise my language 

ability and I will try to communicate well with colleagues. In a 

year of internship, I want to improve my working ability and 

communication skills. After that, I plan to further study with the 

MBA for two years. I will prepare for the graduate examination 

and study hard and then I hope I can go to the ideal school. 

After graduate school, I intend to return to China and find 

work. I will plan to look for a multinational company, serve as 

an accountant in the company, and advance my career. 

 

 

- Yao Song 

Accounting Seniors/Newsletter Staff 

Featuring Yao Song, Yingxian Peng, Meiyan 

Pang, Yuanhao Zhao, Min Tang 



 

  

How times flies! I am graduating in May. I learned a lot during these two years in                                             

the United States and all experiences during this period expand my eyesight. I                                                   

really enjoy studying and living at UWA, because it is really a good place to study                                                         

and a quiet place to live. People as well as the weather here have been very nice.                                                      

I learned lots of knowledge and skills in regular classes but also after classes such                                                                         

as attending the Accounting Club and Toastmasters meetings. Extracurricular                                                      

activities such as singing in the choir, playing the piano for performance, having                                                            

field trips and participating in the Career Expo and so on made me meet more local people and 

strengthen my abilities such as communication skills, cooperation skills, confidence and so on. In a word, 

I have been happy to study and live at UWA. Thanks for my professors’ help and guidance.  

In my accounting classes, I started learning more and more about the difference between 

corporate accounting and public accounting. In each course, I would study hard and tried my best to get 

an A. If I encountered some problems, I would proactively ask the teachers for help. In addition, I 

especially enjoyed the school’s Accounting Club and had the opportunity to put the classroom learning 

into real world applications. Also, I very much enjoyed Toastmasters, because it can improve my spoken 

English and improve my confidence to give speeches in front of people.  

 After graduating from the University of West Alabama, I will have a further study in graduate 

school for the Master Degree in accounting. I have been accepted to three graduate schools, and I am in 

the process of deciding the one to attend. During graduate study for about two years, I will take the CPA 

exam and I will try my best to pass the CPA exam before I graduate from the graduate school. If I get the 

CPA certificate, it will be easy for me to find the job after graduation. Furthermore, during graduate 

school, I will find some part-time jobs to do during my free time because I want to enrich my experience 

and enhance my abilities. Also, I will find an internship that is related to my major during the winter and 

summer break in order to make me acquire more working experience. Thus, it can prepare me for real 

society after my graduation from graduate school. After graduate school, I plan to find a job in one of the 

four big accounting firms especially Ernst & Young in the United States, because I want to work in the 

public accounting firm to obtain more experience in accounting, and to contact and communicate with 

different people to expand my networking. After working in the accounting firm for about two or three 

years, I plan to change my job to work in one of the Fortune 500 companies as a senior accountant 

manager. After working in the accounting firm for a period of time, I will accumulate lots of superior 

working experience related to accounting. Therefore, I will be competent for a high position related to 

accounting jobs in a big company.  

To sum up, studying abroad is a good opportunity for me to receive different teaching styles, 

cultivate independent abilities, open my mind and meet with various people from different countries. I 

will continue maintaining my strengths and even develop more strengths. Also, I will make up my 

weaknesses as soon as possible so that I can become more competitive and competent. In addition, the 

achievement of goals will start from studying in the graduate school and then I will try my best to achieve 

my plans above step by step, I strongly believe that where there’s a will, there’s a way.       

 

- Yingxian Peng 



 

 

  

The study at UWA has taught me a lot. Attending the Accounting Club meetings made me acquire a 

great amount of professional knowledge about accounting. Becoming a member of Enactus let me 

experience the happiness of helping others. Taking part in the church activities such as fishing, Bible 

study, Christmas party and fundraiser greatly reinforced my understanding of American culture. In 

life, I learned how to get along well with others who have different culture backgrounds and how to 

deal with the problems by myself. In all, I made a good choice to study at UWA. I will never forget how 

wonderful my experience at UWA was. 

I tend to empathize a great deal with others, and this quality has led me to work in charitable 

organizations. In China, I used to be a volunteer for the Red Cross and a member of the Young 

Volunteer Association. Every month I had different assignments. Sometimes I went to the orphanage 

to play with children and to help personnel with caring for babies. Usually, I was in charge of raising 

funds to help the poor. In America, I am a member of Enactus, which provides a chance for me to 

teach local people basic computer skills. During these endeavors, I make it a habit never to refuse my 

classmates’ requests, no matter how busy I am. So far, I have managed to pursue both my education 

and my interest in giving back to the community. I hope to be able to serve others throughout my life, 

whether in the U.S., China, or anywhere else my career may take me. 

In order to succeed both as a student and a volunteer, I have had to very strictly manage my time. 

One of my high school teachers taught me to “plan your job and then work your plan.” Having a 

reasonable work plan is an important factor for my academic success. Every morning, I write down 

all the things I need to do and assign myself reasonable periods in which to finish these assignments. 

So far, this system has seemed to work, since I have maintained a 3.96 G.P.A. while studying in a 

language very different from my native Chinese. I fully expect that such habits of managing my time 

will prove essential to my success in any job, particularly in my work as an accountant. 

For me, a rich extracurricular life is as important as gaining textbook knowledge.                                                       

In China, I regularly attended an off-campus dance course to learn folk dance                                                           

while I was in college. In addition, I ran for the president of the student life                                                  

organization. In America, I am a member of several organizations such as the                                                               

Accounting Club, Toastmasters, and Enactus. To further explore what life has                                                           

to offer, I have also taken piano lessons and studied computer finance at the                                                       

University of West Alabama.  

Currently, I have set several goals. In 5 years, I would like to be an auditor in                                                           

one of the Big Four Firms in Guangzhou. To achieve my 5-year goal, I also set                                                               

the following short-term goals. I will obtain the dual BBA degree in May. After graduation, I will 

come back to China on May 10th. During this summer, I plan to study FAR for the CPA examination, 

improve my English writing skills and learn how to drive. Then, on August 8th, I will return to 

America to continue my graduate study (MACC program) at the University of Alabama. Currently, I 

have been awarded a $2000 scholarship and half tuition & living expense assistantship by the 

graduate school. I will not need to worry about the financial issues and I can pay more attention to 

studying.  I am planning to finish this MACC program within a year. Each semester I will take four 

courses so that I have some free time to prepare for the CPA exam.  In the spring semester, I will try my 

best to find an internship in an accounting firm. Then, after graduation from UA, I am going to 

Texas to find a job relevant to accounting. I will take the first part of the CPA exam in October and try 

my best to pass all of them within a year. If I can find a job in America, I will stay for two or three 

years to earn some experience and then go back to China. If I cannot find a job in America, I will go 

back to China and find a job in a foreign company in Guangzhou. No matter where I will be, my plan 

to take the CPA examination will not change.         

              -

-Meiyan Pang 



 

 

  

                                As time goes by, my two-year study at UWA is coming to an  _   

_                              end. I still remember the feeling when the first time I arrived in 

_                              U.S. I was excited and a little nervous, and at the same time, I _        

_                              felt lost and confused about the future. However, I met so many 

_                              kind people, and every time when I felt bad, my professors and 

_                              friends gave me the warm encouragement and help which let _    

_                             me make sure I could handle the problems where I was stuck. I 

learned a lot of academic knowledge, and life here broadened my horizons 

during these two years. Thanks to UWA for providing an excellent study 

environment and thanks to all my professors for teaching with patience. Thanks 

to the nice local people with smiles on their faces and thanks for our two-year 

experience. I will miss everything here. This two year life will become one of the 

most memorable and irreplaceable periods of my whole life. 

     About the future, as an accounting major student, the best job I want to do is to 

become a senior auditor and work in one of the Big Four accounting firms. For 

this goal, I have a specific plan for it. I plan to take two years to get the master 

degree and spend time on passing the CPA exam in the meanwhile. 

     As a business student, the GMAT is required in most graduate business 

schools in America. During the winter break, I took the GMAT exam and got a 

good score which means I have make a first step forward to my goal. And now I 

have applied for graduate schools about the MSA and received an offer from 

Hofstra University. I have decided to go to HU because there are much more 

opportunities in New York. The Master of Accounting program provides students 

with a greater understanding of accounting and business. I believe that this 

knowledge and understanding of accounting will aid me greatly in passing the 

CPA examination. 

   During graduate school, I will acquire and review the accounting knowledge 

for the CPA exam, and at the same time, I will prepare to do an internship in U.S. 

because practice is beneficial for me to understand the knowledge better. 

Although I have an internship in China already, it does not mean I can handle 

accounting transactions well in U.S. due to the difference between the two 

systems. 

    Our graduation commencement is May 9th, and I will stay here several days 

after commencement. I will go on a tour of Texas after receiving my new I-20. 

Then, I will fly to New York to deal with things related my new graduate school. 

At the end of May, I will fly to my hometown in China.  Everything will be done 

step by step, and I will make use of my strengths and consistently work hard to 

meet various challenges.    

                                              

 

-Yuanhao Zhao 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Time runs quickly and this semester is going to end. I studied very               

hard at school and tried to achieve higher   grades. In the Enactus                      

Computer 101 project, I was chosen as the leader of our team, and I took the             

duty of arranging every step. I made the PowerPoint, and Dr. Gregg always 

encouraged me. What’s more important, I enjoyed the process of working 

together with my teammates, and I think a group’s success is true success with 

the success belonging to every member. Work hard and play harder! During 

spring break, I had a great time with my friends in Panama City. In a word, I 

think I got a lot in this semester. After spending two years here, the university 

has changed me in good ways. I really want to express my gratitude to my 

teachers and our university. I cannot let down their help and care, and I will 

strive to learn more professional knowledge. After my graduation from here, I 

will bear it in mind and won’t disgrace it. The University of West Alabama 

provides a good living and learning environment for us, provides extensive 

resources of teachers' knowledge, guides us in learning, and also provides 

employment information for us. We are surrounded by a lot of people who are 

willing to help us, including my professors and classmates. This is a good 

external environment.  At the university, students can learn from each other, 

improve from each other, and also there is a possibility to find opportunities for 

future work. With a lot of excellent students around, we have the opportunity to 

learn from them and build a good interpersonal relationship.  Next year, I will 

graduate from the university, and I need to find a job so I need to study hard to 

have good opportunities.            

    -Min Tang 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Expanding  

horizons! 

Students experiencing 

history in Selma, AL 



 

 

  

“The journey  
of a thousand 
miles begins 
with a single 
step.”  

          
― Lao Tzu

 

 

Students enjoying Disney 

World in Orlando 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2622245.Lao_Tzu


 

 

  

 
 

Why stop at undergrad? 

UWA is proud to offer its 

new Master of Business 

Administration degree.  

 

MBA Program 

Kay and Steven decided to extend 

their journey at UWA by joining the 

new MBA program! 



 

 

  

Admissions 

Coordinator: 

Meng Xu (Vicky) 
xum@uwa.edu 

Director: 

Sue Ann Balch 

sbalch@uwa.edu 
 

Coordinator: 

Connie Marine 

cmarine@uwa.edu 
 

Each staff member looks forward to helping all international students during their initial 

transition to UWA.  IP offers an extensive international student orientation program to help 

newcomers get settled into campus and prepare for studies.   If an international student has 

a question and doesn’t know where to turn for an answer, Sue Ann Balch, Connie Marine, 

and Vicky (Meng Xu) are ready to accept a phone call, to respond to an email message or to 

welcome a students’ into his or her office.  They are the international student’s liaison to 

campus departments and community agencies.  Each will provide assistance so students do 

not face challenges alone.    

While the following list is not all inclusive, additional services provided by IP include: 

Advising on immigration matters, including employment, obtaining a state identification 

card or an Alabama Driver’s License, requirements for maintaining F‐1 visa status, obtaining 

or renewing a student visa and official certification of US Department of Homeland Security 

documents. 

‐‐Advisor for the International Student Association 

‐‐Intercultural programming by organizing and facilitating different social programs, 

workshops, and events 

‐‐Assistance with transportation to and from the airport and bus station during breaks and 

for scheduled shopping trips 

 The International House offers an array of amenities making the location ideal for studying 

and socializing. All international students and their friends are invited to make use of the 

fully equipped kitchen for the preparation of meals; conference room; large living room 

with ample seating area; large deck overlooking the back and side yard; large‐screened 

TVs; blu‐ray/DVD players; Wii gaming consoles; wireless internet connection; PCs on the 

premises; iPads on the premises; connection to Skype. 

 

International  
Programs 



 

 

  

Seniors’ Strategic 

Management classes! 

 

 English as a Second 

Language class with 

Professor Alejandro Azocar! 

Thanksgiving at the 

International House! 

My first time to United States 



 

 

  

Students helping with the Accounting 

Club hamburger plate sale! 



 

 

   

 

Chinese New Year and 

Halloween at the International 

House! 

Students joining in on 

local culture at UWA. 



 

 

  

Delta Mu Delta 

enactus 

UWA’s Choir 

Student Organizations 



 

 

  

Student Organizations, continued… 

UWA’s Finance Club 

UWA’s Accounting Club 

American Marketing Association 

The Finance Lab utilizes leading products 

including Rise Display, Morningstar, and 

Stock Trak. 

M 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Senior Strategic Management students 

excelling at the Glo-Bus simulation! 

Accounting Club 

members having fun 

in Nashville, TN! 

 



 

 

  

Our former Dean, Dr. Ken Tucker, 

assumes his role as the new President of 

the University. 



 

  

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) and Optional Practical 
Training (OPT) are available for students enrolled in classes as well as 
after graduation. The UWA International Programs Office, the 
Registrar’s Office, and the College of Business will assist students with 
determining the eligibility requirements. Xietong Wu, Sicong Liu, 
Xudong Ye, Shengyun Huang, and Zizhao Chen are five students who 
completed their OPT by working for UWA this last year. 

 

The Finance Club 

celebrated a successful 

year with a party at the 

International House. 



 

 

 

 

  

UWA’s College of Business Faculty and Staff 

From the College of 

Business Faculty, we 

congratulate the 2014-

2015 graduates! 



 

 

 

We take pride in presenting this newsletter to potential students 

and other interested parties. We hope that readers can see how 

great of a place UWA is and how much our students enjoy it here. 

I have just completed my first year of graduate school at UWA. I 

am in the MBA program and I am really enjoying my second 

degree at UWA. I really enjoy the balance between course study 

and personal time that is provided when studying at UWA. This 

balance comes from schedule flexibility that gives me the ability 

to work a full-time job and take classes at night. I also enjoy 

interacting with the international students on group projects 

because I really appreciate the way that they approach different 

situations. If you choose to attend UWA, it will not take long to 

figure out that there is something special about this place. 

UWA has made such a huge impact. I am a junior here at UWA and 

I plan to graduate with my Finance degree next year. I really 

appreciate working with international students and learning about 

their cultures.  

I really enjoyed working on this newsletter and I hope that it 

can show students what UWA has to offer. I think that this area 

is a prime example of a different culture that international 

students can immerse themselves. I hope that this newsletter 

correctly conveys this vision.  

Lindsey Warner 

Staff 

 

Stephen Medley 

Staff 


