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We would like to 

congratulate Dr. Janie 

Gregg for her work with 

SIFE President Calvinare 

Bell in winning three grants 

this year!  

Dr. Gregg and Miss Bell 

won $2,000 for a Lowe's 

Community Improvement 

Project to be completed 

within the year. 

They were also awarded 

$1,500 from the SIFE USA 

and Sam's Club Step Up 

for Small Business grant 

and $2,000 from Wal-Mart. 

These grants will enable 

SIFE  to begin a small 

recycling program. 

Division of Outreach Services 

2012 has been a busy year for the staff of 
Outreach Services. By June 1

st
, Outreach 

Services had over $200,000 in grant funding for 
small business planning and development. 

Mrs. Veronica Triplett recently received 
$107,000 from ADECA’s Workforce Investment 
Act. The award funds the Certified Nursing 
Assistant Program that assists low-income, low-
skilled youth (ages 16-21) and prepare them for 
entry level jobs as CNAs. The students will 
complete a 75 hour program, including 
classroom and clinical work, to become eligible 
to sit for the National Nurse Aid Assessment. 

$ 2.2 Million Award in 
Applied Manufacturing 

Most recently, the Division of Outreach 
Services partnered with Computer Information 
Systems of the College of Business in the 
submission of a grant to the Department of 
Labor's TAACCCT Program. The grant 
application, prepared by the OSP team, was 
awarded $2.2 million to address unemployment 
and underemployed adults in the six-county 
region. It includes partnerships with Shelton 
State, One-Stop Centers, and Local industry. 
The program will implement the Applied 
Technology Training Program to provide 
Certificate, Associate, and Bachelor degrees in 
industrial technology. 

 
 
 

Colleges of Education & 

Natural Sciences and 

Mathematics 

The University’s College of Natural 

Science and Mathematics and College of 

Education was awarded $705,000 for the 

U.S. Department of Education's Minority 

Science and Engineering Improvement 

Program with their Project Engage 

proposal. The project is a comprehensive 

science improvement plan, aimed at 

increasing the pipeline of 

underrepresented minorities, particularly 

minority women, who make up 44% of our 

student body, into scientific and 

technological careers. The MSEIP will 

identify freshmen with the potential and 

interest in science and engineering careers 

and provide a strong foundation to 

succeed in related careers. 

 

 

Outreach Services staff: Andrea White, Joy Wear, 
 Sanquenetta Thompson, Delano Allen, Ken Walker, Donald Mills.  

Not Shown: Veronica Triplett 

VITA Tax Prep 

Also funded by grants is 

the long-running 

Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance (VITA) 

Preparation Program with 

Dr. Sharon Stipe. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       on the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

                   Over the last five years, The University of West Alabama has established an Office of 

Sponsored Programs and has demonstrated success with generating and managing external funding for 

programmatic activities.  OSP has provided services to faculty and staff aimed primarily at funding 

opportunities for outreach, education, and support for the humanities and education disciplines.  Armed with 

this experience, the institution seeks to expand the services of OSP to meet and support the needs of an 

increasingly diverse and research-driven faculty with regard to fundamental and applied research interests in 

all disciplines.   

OSP submitted its first application to NIH at the end of July to the Biomedical/Biobehavioral Research 

Administration Development Program (BRAD) in hopes of securing funding to build a research administration 

infrastructure on the UWA campus. The proposed program also aims at strengthening the research capacity 

through professional development and establishing a network of mentoring research institutions. 

Dr. James Robinson of the Department of Physical Education, is working to prepare a research proposal 

addressing the role of moderate intensity exercise on obesity, diabetes, and breast cancer reoccurrence in 

African American women. The two-year study will be conducted with the assistance of the Department of 

Behavioral Sciences and the College of Natural Science and Mathematics. 

                                              Current Grants at UWA  

Good Roots, Stephen Liverman, Ed. Outreach(Alabama Power) 

Special Grants from Alabama Tourism, Stephen Liverman, Ed. Outreach(Alabama Tourism Dept.) 

Black Belt Heritage Area 2012 County Partnership Award, Stephen Liverman(Black Belt Heritage Area) 

ID of FARM Level Risk Factors for Aeromonas Hydrophila, Brian Burnes, NSM(Auburn University) 

Operation Jumpstart, Ken Walker, Outreach Services(Delta Regional Authority) 

Minority Science and Engineering Improvement Program, Reenay Rogers, COE; Ketia Shumaker, Frank 

Rogers, NSM(U.S. Department of Education) 

Upward Bound, Vicki Spruill, TRIO Programs (U.S. Department of Education) 

Certified Nursing Assistant Program, Veronica Triplett, Outreach Services (ADECA) 

City of Livingston & UWA Recycling Program, Tom Tartt, City of Livingston; Lee Stanton, NSM (ADEM) 

Living History of the Black Belt, Brian Mast, Ed. Outreach (Daniel Foundation) 

Americorps VISTA, Valerie Burnes, Ed. Outreach (Americorps) 

Small Business Development Center, Donald Mills, Ken Walker, Outreach Services (Alabama SBDC) 

Applied Technology Program, Wayne Bedford, COB; Ken Walker, Outreach Services (Dept. of Labor) 

Covered Bridge Restoration, Valerie Burnes, Ed. Outreach(Federal Highway Administration) 

Fort Tombecbe, Ashley Dumas, Ed. Outreach (Alabama Historical Commission) 
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         Sponsored Programs offers Professional Development for Faculty and Staff 

                                                     52 Faculty Participate in 2011-2012 Workshops 

The Office of Sponsored Programs has been hard at work implementing a Professional Development Program for 

2011-2012.  The Community of Scholars was the first of a three-phase workshop encouraging more faculty to 

write and to publish.  The Community of Scholars Retreat was a two-day interactive and participatory workshop 

for 30 faculty members.  The retreat focused on scholarly and professional writing skills. Participants formed 

small communities with a strategy of encouraging participation and increasing writing productivity.  Scholars 

were nominated and selected by their respective Deans and/or Chairs to participate in the workshop. The program 

was facilitated by Dr. Tara Gray of New Mexico State University, author of Publish and Flourish. Members were 

eligible to apply for Phase II of the workshop, The Magnificent Eight, held in the spring.  

What began as the Magnificent Eight quickly became the Magnificent Nine in January, with members 

participating in an extensive six-session grantwriting program led by Becky Harvard. Selected participants 

formulated an idea and identified a funding source prior to attending the ninety-minute weekly sessions. The 

Magnificent Nine have been working hard to complete a grant proposal. The small groups have had the 

opportunity to interact and learn from each other, with the end result being a submittable grant application with 

budget and sample documentation. 

OSP put the finishing touches on the series of workshops during Phase III of our professional development effort, 

the Summer Writing Retreat. The retreat consisted of eight different workshops. The fourteen participants 

learned everything possible about grants – in four days – plus, earned a little something extra!  

2012-2013 Workshops 

The goal of the OSP for 2012-2013 is to enhance 

the knowledge and skills of the faculty in grant 

development through agency-specific workshops 

and webinars focusing on the websites, 

opportunities, purposes, and submission 

procedures. Once a month, a workshop will be held 

in the Callaway School for faculty and staff to learn 

how to interpret the purposes of each agency and 

its programs. OSP will assist in correlating the 

interests of the faculty with funding 

announcements. Webinars will be presented from 

federal agencies. 

The first session was held September 27
th

 and 

explored the National Science Foundation. The 

second was October 30
th

 and discussed agencies 

that fund projects across the humanities. Future 

workshops will focus on the National Institutes of 

Health, the U.S. Department of Defense, and the 

Foundation Center. 
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Happy Hour at the Grant Center 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

NSM Faculty visit the National Science Foundation (NSF) 

Rebecca Harvard and Stephanie Hyche of Sponsored Programs traveled to Arlington, Virginia, in October to meet 

with program officers at the National Science Foundation. Accompanying them from the College of Natural 

Sciences and Mathematics were Sammie Culpepper, Heather McDonald, Mustafa Morsy, and Maydison Ginting.  

The trip was a great success and participants are moving forward with new ideas for exciting programs! 
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Get Ready to RECYCLE! 

 

City of Livingston and UWA were awarded a 

grant from the Alabama Department of 

Environmental Management (ADEM) proposing 

a recycling program for the West Alabama 

community. The City of Livingston will house 

and operate the Recycling Facility and UWA 

will support recycling efforts as well as lead the 

promotion of recycling education and 

community outreach.  The proposed program 

will start by accepting paper, newspaper, 

cardboard, phone books, magazines, office 

paper, and scrap metal (aluminum, copper, and 

brass). Combined efforts of the partner agencies, 

including Southwest Paper, will result in a 

projected 412 tons of recyclable material in the 

first year, a 15% reduction of generated waste, 

and the creation of a self-sustaining recycling 

facility for the community!  

OSP will keep you posted...  

Make National News! 
 

Did you know that UWA is a member of the American 

Association of State Colleges and Universities?   

We are invited to share news of exciting programs, 

awards and honors with other members  

throughout the nation!   

Send  your achievements to cgiles@uwa.edu. 

 

 Have you or your students been on any 

humanitarian or academic field trips? 

 Have you or your students been nominated for 

any academic awards or honors? Publications? 

 Is there any exciting planned programs or events 

that you would like to publicize? 

 Are you involved in long-term ongoing 

relationships or programs with other institutions 

or agencies? 

 Have you received any grants or funding for 

activities? 

 
   American Association of State Colleges and 

Universities 

mailto:cgiles@uwa.edu

