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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:       President’s Council 

 

FROM: Stan Williamson 

 

DATE: February 16, 2017 

 

RE:  Executive Summary of Planning and Assessment Documents and Priorities             

 for  

 

Accomplishments 2015-2016 

 UWA Finished 2nd in the GSC All Sports standing for the 2nd year in a row (2014-15 

& 2015-16). 

 GSC Conference Titles In: Women’s Cross Country, Men’s Soccer (Regular Season 

& Tournament Champs). 

 NCAA post-season participation in: Women’s Cross Country, Men’s Soccer. 

 Coach of the Year Honors: Ray Stanfield (Women’s Cross Country). 

 Assistant Coach of the Year Honors: Andrew Dobbs (Men’s Tennis). 

 Mitch Holgate (Baseball) was a recipient of the GSC Top Ten Award. 

 UWA had 132 Student-Athletes named to the GSC Academic Honor Roll. 

 UWA had a total of 72 Student-Athletes to graduate during 2015-16. 

 NCAA Graduation Rate for UWA Student-Athletes in the most recent co-hort=78% 

(NCAA Div. II average=56%). 

 UWA Student-Athletes completed over 1800 hours of community service during 

2015-16. 

 

Accomplishments 2015-2016 Academic Year 

Football 

The Tigers finished the 2015 season, Coach Brett Gilliland’s second, with a 7-4 record. UWA 

was 3-4 in Gulf South Conference play, good enough for fifth place. Defensive lineman Jared 

Washington, receiver Tyreek Hill and offensive tackle Kennedy Estelle earned All-American and 

All-Region honors, while linebacker Quentin Harton was an All-Region selection. In addition to 

the four players already mentioned, receiver Daryl Collins and special teams player Robert 

Myers were first team All-GSC selections. Linebacker Brandon Keel, punter Jordan Ikner and 

running back Rashaad Lee were second team All-GSC. 

 

Volleyball 

The UWA volleyball team finished 11-20 overall, 9-11 in Gulf South Conference play, under 

third-year head coach Jordan Lay. The Tigers finished sixth in the GSC standing and qualified 

for the conference tournament. Briana Sandifer was voted by league coaches as a first team All-

GSC performer. 
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Men’s Soccer 

The Tiger men’s soccer team won its second consecutive Gulf South Conference championship 

in just the third year of the program. UWA finished the regular season at the top of the GSC 

standings with a 10-7-2 overall record, 7-1-1 in league play, before going on to host and win the 

conference tournament. UWA also notches its first trip to the NCAA Tournament, losing in the 

opening round to Palm Beach Atlantic. Alex Brown and Jean-Baptiste Meyniel were first team 

all-conference selections and Clay Green a second-team all-league choice. Brown was a NSCAA 

All-Region pick. 

 

Women’s Soccer 

The Tiger women’s soccer team ended the 2015 campaign with a 10-6-2 overall record, 8-3-1 in 

Gulf South Conference play. The Tigers qualified for the league tournament, but were eliminated 

in the semi-final round by North Alabama after defeating West Georgia 0-0 in a 5-4 penalty kick 

scenario in the opening round. Kirsten Reilly earned first team All-GSC honors and Katy Morris 

second team. Reilly went on to earn all-region honors as well. 

 

Men’s Basketball 

Tiger men’s basketball finished the 2015-16 season under second-year coach Allen Sharpe with 

a 12-16 overall record, 8-14 in GSC play. The Tigers finished ninth in the GSC, one spot out of 

an opportunity to play in the tournament after making a regional appearance in 2014-15. No 

UWA men’s players picked up post season honors. 

 

Women’s Basketball 

Women’s basketball finished Coach Rusty Cram’s second year with a 9-17 record and the Tigers 

failed to make the Gulf South Conference Tournament for the third consecutive year with a 6-15 

league mark. Guard Ariel Wilson earned second-team All-GSC honors. Six of the Tigers nine 

wins came at home as both UWA seniors’ had their seasons and careers end early with knee 

injuries. 

 

Triathlon 

In its first year of competition the UWA triathlon team competed at six triathlon events, five in 

the fall and one in the spring. As an NCAA emerging sport, West Alabama will host the first 

Tiger Triathlon on Sunday, May 1, but the event will not count toward NCAA competition. West 

Alabama runners consistently won their age group divisions competing solely in open entry 

events, with Shechinah Adams consistently among the top overall finishers. The NCAA East 

Regional was cancelled due to inclement weather, which allowed all teams to compete at the 

Women’s collegiate National Championships, where every Tiger participant was lapped out of 

the race. 

 

Men’s Cross Country 

The UWA men’s cross country team followed its 2014 GCS championship with a third-place 

finish in 2015. The Tigers advanced to the NCAA South Regionals, finishing seventh as a team, 

but Victor Onyango was second individually. Onyango was finished third at the GSC 

Championships. Onyango was a first-team All-GSC and All-Region performer, while Will 

Kazery, Zach Mosley and Tim Howley were second team all-conference. Other wins for the 

Tiger team included the Watson Ford Invitational hosted by Mississippi College. 
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Women’s Cross Country 

Under the direction of GSC Coach of the Year Ray Stanfield and a first-place finish at the GSC 

meet by Cecelia David, the UWA women won their first-ever Gulf South Conference 

championship in 2015. The UWA women advanced to the NCAA South Regional at Saint Leo, 

Florida, where they finished sixth. David and Karissa Solorzano were first team All-GSC 

selections, while Catherine Gitahi, Alondra Aquirre and Caren Burtain were second team. David 

was first-team All-Region with a sixth place finish there. 

 

Men’s Rodeo 

The Tiger Wranglers are finished fifth in the Ozark Region of 10 teams. Bull rider Lance Daniel 

is finished second in the region, Tyler Watt finished eighth All-Around and tied for eighth in tie 

down roping, as well as fourth in team roping as the header. Tyler Thornton, Jason Garcia and 

Lucas Brown finished fourth, sixth and ninth as team roping heelers, respectively. Daniel 

advanced to the College National Finals Rodeo in Casper, Wyoming, but failed to record a score 

after three attempts. 

 

Women’s Rodeo 

The Women Tiger Wranglers finished third in the Ozark Region of nine teams. Breakaway 

ropers Chrissy Morris, Marlee Malcom and Cady Cooper finished second, third and seventh, 

respectively, in the Ozark Region. Kesia Smith finished third in goat tying and 13th in breakaway 

roping. Barrel racer Ali Ayers finished 10th in the region while Avery Watkins finished eighth 

and Ava Rankin 14th in team roping as headers. Malcom took third place in breakaway roping at 

the College National Finals Rodeo in Casper, Wyoming, earning a national ranking of eighth. 

Smith placed 10th in goat tying during the CNFR short go.  

 

Men’s Tennis 

The UWA men’s tennis team finished its first season under new coach Jeff Beaman with an 11-

12 record and advanced to the semi-finals of the Gulf South Conference Tournament. Caspar 

Schuetze was selected by league coaches to the All-GSC second team. The Tigers were 5-4 in 

conference play and came into the tournament as the #5 seed. 

 

Women’s Tennis 

Though maybe a longshot, the UWA women’s tennis team is holding on to hope for the school’s 
first-ever NCAA Regional Tournament bid after first-year head coach Jeff Beaman took a team 
that consisted of four freshmen to the semi-finals of the conference tournament and wins over 
three top 20 teams. The Tigers finished 15-7 overall (15-5 vs D II), 8-2 in GSC play which earned 
them the #3 seed in the conference tournament. Amina Mukhametshina earned All-Conference 
first team honors as voted on by league coaches. 
 

Men’s Track and Field 

After competing in seven indoor or outdoor meets, the UWA men’s track and field team will 

 compete in the first-ever Gulf South Conference Track and Field Championships hosted by  

Mississippi College this Thursday through Saturday. The men have had one track performer of  

the week (Tim Howley), two field performers of the week awards (both Kendall Moore) and two  

freshman performers of the week (C.J. Savage and Howley). 
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Women’s Track and Field 

After competing in seven indoor or outdoor meets, the UWA women’s track and field team will  

compete in the first-ever Gulf South Conference Track and Field Championships hosted by  

Mississippi College this Thursday through Saturday. 

 

Men’s Golf  

The 2015-16 men’s golf season ended with the Tigers as a seventh place finisher at the GSC 

Tournament. West Alabama did not have a player named to the All-GSC team. The Tigers 

finished in the top five of two tournaments, with a best of second place at the Mississippi College 

Invite. 

 

Women’s Golf 

The Tiger women’s golf team finished third at the 2016 Gulf South Conference Tournament. 
Savannah Payne and Jessica Smyth earned all-conference accolades. The Tigers finished in the 
top five in nine of 10 tournaments this season. UWA won The Buccaneer hosted by Christian 
Brothers and the UWG Wolf Golf Invitational host by West Georgia. 
 

Softball 

Softball goes into the final weekend of play in the 2016 season with a 17-32 overall record, 7-26 

in Gulf South Conference play. The Tigers are 10th in the league standings with three games to 

play. All-conference, all-region and all-America teams have not been selected yet. 

 

Baseball 

The defending Gulf South Conference champions are currently 36-15 overall, 23-10 in GSC play 

with two conferences series yet to play. The Tigers finished the 2016 season 3rd overall in the 

Gulf South Conference. UWA, which has been ranked as high as No. 3 in some national polls 

this season, looks to be in good shape to make the six-team conference tournament that will be 

hosted by the regular season winner. All-conference, all-region and all-America teams have not 

been selected yet. 

 

Budget Items Needing Action (Listed in Order of Priority) 

 

1. Personnel: The positions outlined below need to be addressed for the 2016-17 fiscal 

year. 

 

a. Assistant Men’s Soccer Coach – UWA currently has a part-time assistant men’s 

soccer coach earning $12,000 per year.  The men’s soccer team does not have a full-

time assistant although the women’s soccer team has a full-time assistant.  Goal is to 

move this part-time position to a full-time assistant coaching position to make this 

consistent with the women’s team as well as the other men’s teams in the Gulf South 

Conference.  The additional budget requirement for this position in 2016-17 is 

approximately $22,500 (Salary plus benefits minus the current budget amount of 

$12,000). 
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b. Assistant Men’s & Women’s Rodeo Coach – UWA currently has a part-time 

assistant men’s and women’s rodeo coach earning $12,000 per year.  Goal is to move 

this part-time position to a full-time assistant coaching position. The additional 

budget requirement for this position in 2016-17 is approximately $22,500 (Salary plus 

benefits minus the current budget amount of $12,000). 

 

c. Assistant Men’s & Women’s Tennis Coach – UWA currently has a graduate 

assistant men’s and women’s tennis coach on GA Stipend plus Tuition & Fees per 

year.  The goal is to move this graduate assistant position to a full-time assistant 

coaching position to make this consistent with the other teams in the Gulf South 

Conference.  The additional budget requirement for this position in 2016-17 is 

approximately $22,500 (Salary plus benefits minus the current budget amount of 

$12,000). 

 

        Total Personnel Items = $67,500 

 

2. Operating Budget: (Sport by sport priority starts with scholarship equivalencies; 

priority to maintain the NCAA limits on scholarship equivalences.  Then the team 

travel parameters of the operating budgets are the next most important budget 

item.)  

 

a. Director of Athletics: Increase salaries budget to fund assistant director of 

compliance position/tied to NCAA grant - $5,000. Increase scholarships budget 

by $3,000, increase institutional membership budget by $20,000. -  $28,000 

b. Cross Country (Men's & Women's): Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies 

budget (estimate 8% increase/$16,904). Increase supply/equipment budget (shoes 

& uniforms) $3,000.00 per team.  $22,904 

c. Volleyball: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget (estimate 8% 

increase/$7,800). Increase team travel budget by $7,000. Increase 

supply/equipment budget by $4,000.  $18,800  

d.  Women’s Soccer: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget (estimate 

8% increase/$11,000). Increase recruiting budget by $3,000.  $14,000  

e. Men’s Soccer: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget (estimate 8% 

increase/$14,000). Add funds to hire a full-time assistant men’s soccer coach (See 

above information/$22,500). Increase recruiting budget by $3,000.  $17,000  

f. Football: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget (estimate 8% 

increase/$59,000). Increase food and lodging budget by $10,000. Increase game 

transportation budget by $15,000 Increase recruiting budget by $3,000.  $87,000  

g. Women’s Basketball: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget 

(estimate 8% increase/$8,000). Increase equipment budget by $4,000. Increase 

food and lodging budget by $12,000. Increase game transportation budget by 

$10,000. Increase recruiting budget by $3,000.  $37,000  

h. Men’s Basketball: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget (estimate 

8% increase/$8,000). Increase equipment budget by $4,000. Increase food and 
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lodging budget by $12,000. Increase game transportation budget by $10,000. 

Increase recruiting budget by $3,000.  $37,000 

i. Softball: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget (estimate 8% 

increase/$7,000). Increase equipment budget by $5,000. Increase food and 

lodging budget by $4,000. Increase game transportation budget by $5,000. 

Increase recruiting budget by $3,000.  $24,000 

j. Baseball: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget (estimate 8% 

increase/$11,000). Increase equipment budget by $5,000. Increase food and 

lodging budget by $4,000. Increase game transportation budget by $5,000. 

Increase recruiting budget by $3,000.  $28,000  

k. Men's and Women's Tennis: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget 

(estimate 8% increase/$12,300). Increase equipment budget by $4,000 for each 

team (uniform, net, balls, string, etc). Increase food and lodging budget by $3,000 

for each team. Increase game transportation budget by $3,000 for each team. 

Increase recruiting budget by $1,000 for each team.  $34,300  

l. Men’s and Women’s Rodeo: Maintain scholarship equivalencies budget 

(estimate 8% increase/$15,000). Increase equipment budget by $5,000. Increase 

game transportation budget by $5,000. Increase recruiting budget by $4,000.  

$29,000 
m. Men's and Women’s Golf: Maintain NCAA scholarship equivalencies budget 

(estimate 8% increase/$28,600). Increase supply/equipment budget (shoes & 

uniforms) $3,000.00 per team, increase general expense budget by $3,000 for 

each team to cover entry fees.  $40,600 

n. Men's and Women's Outdoor Track & Field (NEW) Develop a budget-

Postage & Tel $150.00 each team, Game Transport $1,100.00 each team, 

Scholarships $30,000.00 each team, Medical Expenses $150.00 each team, Food 

& Lodging-Ath $3,500.00 each team, Recruiting $2,000.00 each team, Other Gen. 

Exp. $2,000.00 each team, Medicine & Drugs $50.00 each team. $72,650 

o. Women’s Triathlon – This new sport supported by an external grant was started 

during the 2015-16 fiscal year.  As per new sport plans outlined in the grant 

application, budget adjustments needed include all categories moving from an 

institutional budget of $24,177 to a total of $76,425 in 2016-17 as per the terms of 

the awarded grant.  $52,248 

 

      Total Operating Budget Increase = $ 542,502 

 

 

 

  


